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To the Senate of the United States:

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 3d of January,
1848, I communicate, herewith, a report from the Secretary of
State, with the accompanying documents, containing “ the corres-
pondenée of Mr. Wise, late minister of the United States at the
court of Brazil, relating to the subject of the slave trades”

JAMES K. POLK.

WasmincTon, March © 1848,

0

DEPARTMENT oF STATE,
Washington, March 1y 1848,

Sir: The Secretasy of State,to whom was referred the resolu-
tion of the Senate of the 3d of January last, requesting the Presi-
dent ¢ to communicate to the Senate .the correspondence of Mr.
Wise, late minister of the United States at the court of Brazil, em-
bracing a letter of Mr. Hamilton Hamilton, her Britannic Majes-
1y’s minister at the same court, to Mr. Wise, dated the 24th March,
1846, with a note from the Earl of Aberdeen of the 4th December,
1845; a letter from Mr. Wise to Mr. Hamilton; dated the 27th
March, 1845; a letter from Mr. Wise to Mr. Hamilton, dated 31st
July, 1846; and the papers accompanying the same; all relating
to the subject of the slave trade; prpvuled that fhe’ sdme may be
done, in his opinion, without detriment to the public service,?
has the honor to lay before the President a copy of the documents
called for by the resclution. :

Respectfully submitted.

. JAMES BUCHANAN.
To the PrEsIDENT o¥ THE UNITED STATES.
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Myr. Hamilton to Mr. Wise.

Bririsu Lecarion, March 24, 1846.

Sir: On the 1st December, 1844, your excellency addressed to
‘me a letter, containing, in much detail, observations on the present
state of the slave trade with the coast of Africa,as carried from
this country. ' ) ‘

This letter I engaged, at the time, to lay before her Majesty’s
government; and this having been done, and that mature consider-
ation given to it by her Majesty’s government which its great im-
portance dethanded, I have recently been instructed by the Earl of
Aberdeen to communicate to you the accompanying copy of a
despatch from his lordship, conveying to me such constderations
as, in his lordship’s judgment, the purport of 'your'letter appeared
to call for. ‘

There are, however, two passages in his lordship’s despatch to
which it is proper that I should refer more particularly.

Your statement of the very culpable practices of certain individ-
uals here with regard to the slave trade, appears to implicate a
British subject, Mr. Weetn{an. The nature of the evidence that
you produce to this effect, is not sufficiently distinct and explicit
to justify an assertion that cause cxists for legal accusation against
him; still, ample ground does appear for further investigation; and
such investigation I am directed by her Majesty’s government to
pursue. )

In this intent, then, and confident that your excellency will af-
ford me every facility in your power, whether by means of the de-
positions made before you and the consul of the United States, or
of any other evidence verifying the facts upon oath, Lord Aber-.
deen directs me to request, that you will have the goodhessto furnish
me with certified copies of such evidence; and to assure you, that
should it support the charges made, no exertions will be spared by
her Majesty’s government to reach the offending party, and to en-
force the penaltics of the law. And, as your excellency will fur-
ther perceive from the context .of his lordship’s letter, I am also
directed 1o assure you that, although he has felt it to be his duty
to point out certain inaccuracies and misapprehensions which'it was
impossible to leave uncorrected, in a letter addressed to a British -
functionary, her Majesty’s government do not the less appreciate
the zeal and success with which you have traced and expoged the
devices of the criminal traffic by which the flag of the United
States-has been polluted, and the motives which have actuated you
in making public the result of your researches. Co T
- ‘Relying on your excellency’s complaisance for ‘obtaining the in-

-formation above mentioned with regard to Mr. Weetman, I have
the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient and humble ser-

vant, .
HAMILTON HAMILTON.
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The Earl of /Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton.

Foreren Orrice,
~ December 4, 1845,

Sir; Early in the present year, I'received from you a despatch,
‘in whi¢h you enclosed, for the information of her Majesty’s gov-
ernment, a copy of a letter addressed to you by Mr. Wise, the
United States minister in Brazil, containing observations as to the
‘manner in which the slave trade is said to be carried on between
that country and the coast of Africa. . . ' .

The great importance which, in the estimation of her Majesty’s"
government, attaches to the subjert of that communication, the
eharges which, althongh in a tone of friendliness, it brings against
the British nation at large, not excepting her Majesty’s naval offi-
cers, and other servants, and above all, the public attention drawn’
to it by a message addressed by the President of the Umited States
to Congress, on the 20th of February last, made it impossible for
her Majesty’s government to pass over such a document in
silence.” At the same time, they have deemed it necessary, before
instructing you to make any communication to Mr. Wise, to take
the most eflicacious measures which the case admitted, for investi-
gating the circumstances adduced by him, and for ascertaining, so
far as might be possible, from the slender data which he has fur-
nished, what share of culpability, in the transactions described by
him, may attach to British subjects, or to persons within the reach
of British law.

This her Majesty’s. government hds done; and I will now pro-
ceed to make such observations as Mr. Wise’s letter appearsto .
me to call for; premising, however, thai, as some passages of it
treat of international matters, which could not, without inconven-
ience, be made the subject of discussion with any one who is not
avowedly the organ for expressing the opinions of his government -
upon such topics, I shall confine myself to noticing those points
which affect the character of any individuals or classes of her Ma-
jesty’s subjects, and upon some of which Mr. Wises personal ob-
servation, or the information which has been furnished to him, ap-
pears to have led him into error. ) Lo

Mr. Wise observes, that the evidence which it had been his duty'.
‘to collect on a charge that American citizens were concerned in
Elthe].slave trade, had shewn to him that, whilst the vessels and th.

ag of the United States arc employed in this prohibited trafu.,
British brokers in Brazil are the agents of the slave dealers in that
.country, British goods are sent and consigned to make funds for the
slave trade in Africa;and British capital and credit employed in
Brazil to guarantee the payments. ) : o

‘Mr. Wise then proceeds to give the general higtory of the cases,’
‘in investigating which, he has found the proof of thesefacts venﬁe{dl,_
-as he states them to be, upon oath. — . :

It is not necessary to follow Mr. Wise through' the account of
all the details of these fransactions. So far as relates to the prc-

of the vessels and their crews, nothing can ‘be clearer; or’
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apparently better established, than the charges which he makes out.

against them. TItis, beyond a doubt, that of the three vessels.

w%\ich he specifies, the Agnes, the Montevideo, and the Sea Eagle,.
the two first were employed in carrying goods prepared for the
coast from Brazil to Africa; being at the time under American col-
“ors, although previously, whilst in Brazil, sold to a notorious slave
dealer, on the understanding that they were to be delivered to him
whilst on the coast of Africa. As little can it be doubtcd that the
object of this arrangement was that, by the retention of the Amer-
ican flag and American papers, and all the recognized signs of
American character, they might, during their passage to the Afri-
can coast, be safe from capture by any other cruizers than jhose of
the United States. The third vessel, the Sea Eagle, was occupied

" in_ conveying from Brazil to Africa the Brazilian masters and
crews for the two former vessels, who were put on board their re-
spective ships as soon as these had been delivered to the slave
dcalers; the Sea Eagle then receiving on board the former American
crews for the purpose of carrying them back to Brazil, whilst the
Agnes and the Montevideo, having thus far prosecuted their iniqui-
tous traffic under the {lag of the United States, procced, carh with.

_ her cargo of slaves, to run the only hazard of their voyage, in re-
crossing the Atlantic \\:itlxout tha.t protection. In short, it is mani--
fest, from the facts which Mr. Wise has collected, and from the de-
tails which he is enabled to furnish, that American merchants,.
American ship owners, and American vessels, with their masters
and crews, ase regularly employed in carrying on the slave trade,.
and in furthering the conveyance of slaves from the coast of Africa.
to Brazil.

The only two points in the above transactions at which it is sta-
ted that any British agents are implicated, are the proceedings of
Mr. Weetman, the charterer of the Agnes at Rio de Jareiro, and
the shipment of the Agnes’s cargo at Liverpool; and upon these,.
the information supplied by Mr. Wise is, perhaps, not unnaturally
less precise than that which relates to the proceedings of the ves-
sels and their crews.  With respect, however, to the cargo of the
Agnes, her Majesty’s government have ascertained who the parties.
are by whom {1 was shipped, and the circamstances under which.
this was done; and I cannot state these more clearly than by quo-
ting their own words, which are as follows: _

“QOn the 22d of June, 1843, our Rio partners wrote to tell us-
that they had undertaken to execute a large order; consisting more-
or less of the articles enumerated in the preceding page of this let-
wer, (that is, of cottons, baizes, cloths, muskets, gunpowder,
hardware, &c.,) for one of the wealthiest of their customers. This
order was to be executed for a commission of 6 per cent., as the
amount of invoice would be paid, if not immediately, shortly after
the receipt of the said iuvoice and the arrival of the vessel at Rio.
Four per cent. was to be added to the cost of the goods, in order to*

.cover the delay which must necessarily talke place before the vessel
could reach Rio, billsbe remitted and become due. The variousarticles
were shipped by the sehooner'Agnes, whieh vessel had been char-
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tered in Rio by the person who gave us the order.. It wasg stipu-
'lated in the charter party that, after taking in a cargo of merchan-
-dize, the Agnes should preceed from Liverpcalto the coast of Africa,
"by way of Montevideo, calling at Rio for orders; and, after she had
landed her cargo in Africa, she was to return thence to Rio-with a
lawful cargo, and then the charter party was to terminate. How
far this agreement was adhered to, Mr. Wise’s letter assumes to
state, and we have no means of contradicting his assertions. But,
supposing all he says to be trwe, (and we doubt not that, in this
@spect, he is correct,) how; we fearlessly. ask, were we to foresee
-that any such nefarious project was contemplated? Indeed, it ap-
pears from Mr. Wise’s own statement, that the vessel was on the
coast of Africa six months before she was equipped as a slaver. .So
far as we were concerned, all our interest inthe matter ceased so soon
as the ship reached Rio; or, to speak more correctly, as soon as
.she left Liverpool; neither, directly. or indirectly had we the
slightest interest in the resuit of the adventure, and we executed
the order under the full conviction that the vessel wouxld return. to
‘Rio witk a ‘“lawful cargo;” in shoxt, that it was a regular trading
voyage. It may be urged that the fact of her going to Africa by
way of Montevideo ought to have excited suspicion; but this route
was adopted for the, purpose of evading the Brazilian duties of 20
-per cent., which were then levied on goods sent from Brazil to Af-.
rica. With all the other vessels named by Mr. Wise, we had noth-~
ing to do; we think it, however, right to mention, that in Decer-
"ber last, we executed an order similar in every respect to that per
Agnes, and, for what we know, the same infamous use may be made
of the vessel as in,the former case. If Mr. Wise had published
“his information, such a possibility would have been avoided. The.
name of the vessel we allude to is the Janet.” : ,
Mr. Wise will probably admit that this simple statement, volun-
tarily. made by the parties who shipped the goods on board.the Ag-
nes, goes far to prove that they had neither any interest in, or even
any knowledge of, the slave trading part of the transaction which.
was to follow. o g - s
The other part of Mr. Wise’s statement, which would appear to
“implicate a British agent, is that which relates to the proceedings
~of Mr. Weetman, at Rio de Janeiro. , : .
If proof can be adduced. that this person, being a British subject,
was privy to the vessel’s being sold to Fonseca, at Rio de.Janeiro,
and to the fact that, to avoid capture, the delivery was not to take:
place until they had arrived on the coast of Africa, and that the
American flag.was to protect them until the Brazilian masters:and.
crews could take possession, and ship the slaves,there can’be no
question that he has violated the law.of his country, notwithstand~
ing that the act has been committed in Brazil. . But Mr'. Wise not
‘having stated the nature of the 'evidence.in. his possession against
‘Weetman, it is impossible, with a due regard to' justice, to.sey.
-that‘there is .sufficient, ground for asserting that the latter has com-
mitted a violation of the British laws.. = .. .. oo o o
" Mr. Wise, indeed; appears to be uncertain;whether, it was Weet-

2.
e
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man, or the consignees of the Agnes, who received & commission
for guaranteeing the bills drawn by Fonseca in payment for that
vessel. But this is not important, If Weetman did actually re-
ceive 2 commission on the sale, it is abundantly clear that he ‘was,
krowingly and wilfully, engaged in assisting to carry on the slave
trade; and it matters not whether he or the consignees guaranteed
the bills. -
There is, therefore, ample ground for further investigation; and
it will be your duty to push your inquiries, as to the share which
Weetman (if he is a British subject) may have had in these transge-
tion; to the utmost. For this purpose, yeu will consult and use Yhe
services of her Majesty’s consul; and I feel confident that you will
receive every facility which Mr. Wise can givé you, whether by
means of the depositions made before him and the consul of the
‘United States, or of any other evidence verifying the facts upon
cath. ¥You willy accordingly, ask him to have ihe goodness to
furnish you with certified copies of that evidence; and you will
assure him that, should it support the charges made, no "exertion
will be spared by her Majesty’s government to reach the offending
party, and to enforce the penalties of the law. '
. Mr. Wise, after having described in detail the course pursued by
the owners, charterérs, and crews of the three vessels, proceeds to-
furnish other information which he has obtained respecting the
slave trade, and which he says it is' proper that you should hear:
He states that, as the goods fit for the coast are purchased from
British merchants, and as the chief security which the merchants.
have for payment is the successful sale of the goods in Africa, the
~ consequence is said to be that British cruisers will not capture or
-destroy the vessels which carry these goods, as the blow is found to
fall upon the commerce of their country. And, again, that it is
pointedly asserted that British cruisers do not take the proper
steps to prevent the shipping of slaves in Africa, because they de-
sire the slaves to be shipped in order to obtain the bounty of so
‘many pounds a head for the eapture, and to send_ them, as appren-
:tices to, Demarara, and other British coldhnies. R
I cannot but think it a matter of regret, that a person occupying
‘the distinguished position held by Mr. Wise, and writing that
. which was:destined not only to be, within a few weeks, itself pub-
lished to the world, but to be made the foundation of a formal
‘message from the heau of his government to the United States
-legislature, should have placed upon record what L feel confident
he would, upon a more mature examination, and after inquiry .at
‘authentic sources, have seen to be a calumny as groundless as it is
offengive; - . : ,f . ' TR N
- It will be sufficient, in'" answer to these charges; to state “two
-sinple facts: o T S
1. That by a return made during last session to an order of ‘the
House of ‘Commons, it appears that frem Decémber, 1838, to' De-
‘cember, 1844 that is, during the six years immediately preceding
the date of Mr. Wise’s letter, there were 346 vessels seized and
proceeded against in the British and foreign courts of mixed ‘com:
wission; and in ‘the British courts of vice admiralty, and that of
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these only 66 had slaves on board; the remaining 280, or more than.
four times 66, having becn seized without slaves, -

-2, That, in the case of the vessels captured without slaves, par-
liament authorizes, by a law which ‘has now been in force  for
several years, a bounty to be granted to the captors; ecalculated
upon the tonnage of the vessel; and this for the very purpose that
there may be no difference us regards the value of the prize, whethier
the slaver has shipped her cargo or not.

‘As to the sending of the slaver to Demarara, or to any other
British possession, being an object to the cruisers, it can only be
said, that as her Majesty’s naval officers have no voice in the
disposal of the slaves after capture, so have they no conceivable
interest therein. .

Now these facts prove, not only that the charges to which M,
Wise has lent his ear are contrary to the truth, but that the ‘mo-
tives which they impute to her Majesty’s officers can have no ex-
istence; and I am inclined to think that; if, instead of forming his
opinion after a residence of scarcely more than four weeks at Rio
de Janeiro, he had prosecuted his inquiries respecting the slave
trade with a little more patience, and had extended them not only
to the devices and contrivances by which it is carried on, but tathe
measures by which it is attempted to bc met by British cruisers,
and to the effect of thosc measures, he would have expressed him-
self in very different terms. At least, he might have learned, more
or less precisely, from any one not interested in deceiving him, t..e
facts which I have just stated; facts, as I have said, totally incon-
sistent with the charges which he has so hastily published agzingt
“her M%jesty’s officers. - - -
- Mr. Wise next brings forward the more sweeping allegation,
that the obvious effect, if not design, of tie British efforts on the
African coast is not so much to suppress the African slave trcde
as to monupolize the African commerce, and particularly the trade
there carried on by the United States. As this charge is unsup-
ported by any attempt af proof or illustration, and as it would
be unjust to Mr. Wise to suppose that he would blindly and
groundlessly give his sanction to the imputation -of dishonorable
motives on the part of the British government, I can only instruct
you to beg Mr. Wise to state to you the reasons which -have in-
duced him to record such a charge in his letter, and' the public
measures (if any) of her Majesty’s government to which the charge
has reference. S : - ST

"Further on, Mr. Wise adds: It is worse than idle for Great
Britain to reproach the United States for permitting their flag and
their vessels to be common carriers, as long as British manufac-
turers, merchants, brokers, and capitalists are allowed to furnish
the very pabulum of the slave trade;’ -and he observes,’ that
Sneither Great Britain nor'the .United States are exactly in that
blameless position-to-assume the high tone of casting reproach, or
of reading'moral lectures'in respect of the sin: of the slave ‘trade,
and that neither can cast the first stone so long as they are both so.
equally ‘and deeply implicated,”” -* - - e
"Now, the fair answer to'this charge, that the slave trade is sups
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ported by British merchants and capitalists, cannot: surely have
escaped Mr. Wise. - His researches into the trade of the African
coast must have:shown him that the articles required for the licit
‘and illicit traffic are, in great part, the same; and, therefore, that,
‘as these articles are manufactured to a large extent in Great- Bri-
tain, it must sametimes happen that British goods will be employed
in the slave trade. . :
" This is a matter, unfortunately, beyond the complete control of
the British, or of any free government. But Mr. Wise might,
with a little pains, have learned that the British laws have been
framed.in the strongest and most comprchensive terms to prevent
British subjects from being engaged directly or indirectly in the
slave trade; and he may rest assured that if, as is unfortunately
poshible, a British merchant ever has engaged in it with impunity,
1t is only because the government of this country have not h«d it in
their power to obtain evidence which would warrant a prosecution.
Mr. Wise then proceeds, before closing his letter, to point out
the course which, he says, Great Britain ought t8 pursue in order
to secure to herSelf a more cordial co-operation against the slave
trade on the part of the United States. S
First, he says, Great Britain must desist from al] attempis or
pretensions to visit or search the vessels of the United States.
Upon this, I have to observe, that it is one of the passages in
Mr. Wise’s letter, to which I have referred, as raising questions
which can be properly discussed—if, indeed, discussion were neces-
sary—only with the government itself of the United States, or
with their recognised organ. I will, therefore, say no more than
that Mr. Wise’s suggestion appears to be founded on a miSappre-
hension, both of  the rights claimed by her Majesty’s government,
and of the practice of the British cruisers.
.. I'cannot, however, forbear to remark that if, as Mr. Wise goes
on to say, (and her Majesty’s government are far from disputing
it,) the United States are in all respects competent to control their
own citizens within their own jurisdictidn, it is to be hoped that-the
American flag and American seamen will not long continue to cross
and recross thg ocean with impunity, sharing actively in the prosecu-
tion of the slave trade, and giving it their open support until the mo-
ment when its miserable victims are safely stowed in the vessel’s
hold, and the success of the infamous adventure is more than half se-
cured. HerMajesty’s governmentearnestly trust that such a state.of
things will not besuffered. The factswhich Mr. Wise hasadduced in
the case of the three vessels mentioned by him are so clear,and the
criminality of the owners and masters of the vessels is so evident,
that it is scarcely possible to conceive.that they can .escape un-
punished,. And. it is the more desirable. that justice should not
fail to reach them, as the practice which Mr. Wise has traced and
described in the case of the Agnes, and the vessels associated with
her,:is one. which, as her. Majesty’s government are well assured, is
becoming of more and more frequent: occurrence on the- coast of
Afl'i.c.a' E T : . B U e
Mr. Wise’s next recommendation .is. that. Great Britain:and
America should cease to rely so much upon African squadrons,.and
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‘that their ministers and consuls, in Brazil,. should be clothed ‘with
full powers to arrest culprits,” summon witnesses, hold examina-
ticns, and require bonds, and to send culprits and witnesses’ home;
-and he then suggests that the laws of both countries should, above
all, aim their penalties against the owners, shippers, and manufac-
turers, and others, at home; and, next to them, against-the factors,
-agents, and consignees, abroad. - S

The practicability of the first part of this suggesticn, it is
'scarcely necessary to say, depends not so much on the good will
-of England and America,as upon that of Brazil. At present, un-
‘doubtedly, no such authority as that proposed by Mr. Wise is
given by the legislature to British functionaries, except so far as
relates-to the taking and transmitting of evidence, (6 and 7 Vic,,
c. 98, sec. 4;) and whether the exercise of it, if given, would ‘be
sanctioned by the foreign government upon whose territory it is to
take effect, this is not the place to consider. -

But as to the actual scope and tendency of the British law¢
against slave-trading, it will be well that Mr. Wise, who, naturally
-enough, as he says, 1s'unable to speak to this point, should know
that, in framing the different acts of the legislature on this subject,
the greatest care and attention have been bestowed to prevent the
possibility of any delinquent escaping.

In support of this, I cannot do better than quote the words of
Lord ‘Stowell, with respect to those acts of parliament. ¢ They
were devised,’” says that great authority, ‘“by the legislature
-engaged in the ardent pursuit of an.effective cure for an evil, con-
sidered as of great magnitude, and conquerable only by a most vigi-
lant and searching police, looking on all sides and into every arti-_
fice by which the mischief complained of might seek'to elude the
prohibitions of the law. All the avenues to fraud were to be shut.
up, even though immediate fraud might not I~ intended in-the par-
ticular case. In short, a jealous and inquisitive guard was to be
maintained against the possibilities of evil.”

To Mr. Wise, however, the provisions of the act themseives-will
«doubtless be more satisfactory evidence. Accordingly, I enclose’
you copies of the 5th Geo. IV., cap. 113, and of-the 6th and 7th
Victoria, cap. 98, which you will communicate to him; as also a
short abstract of the first clauses of the first mentioned act. ’

- Mr. Wise’s last advice is that Great Britain should, by all means,
«change her policy of maling apprentices of the Africans taken
from theé slavers; and he asks, as an argument against such . a
system, if a ‘servitude for five or seven years, why not-for life?.
Mr. Wise will, I am sure, be glad to know that the answer is "
simple, inasmuch as I find, upon reference to the proper department
of her Majesty’s government, that since the time appointed, by
parliament, for the commencement of the unqualified freedom of
the population of the British West Indies, the Secretary of State
for the colonies:has no reason to believe that so much asa sclitary
instance has occurred of the apprenticeship, or of the compulsory
labor under any other:form, of any liberatéd African for any term
or number of years, excepting only in the case of very young chil-
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dren,.destitute of parents and kindred, for whose education and
Jnaintenance it has occasionally been necessary to provide, by bind-
ing them out as apptentices to trades or other labor of skill.

Indeed such a case could not bave occurred without a violation
.of -the invariable tenor of the instructions issued by her Majesty’s.
.government, and of the tenor and spirit of the various enactments
made for the government and protection of the laboring and handi-
,craft population of the West India colonies. Although,at the same
time; it is not contrary to law that a liberated African, or any other
Jperson, arriving in the colony, should bind himself by contract for
.a service of twelve months; and in some of the cases in which the
Africans have been ignorant of the language of the colony, and: of
‘the arts of civilized life, such contracts have been necessarily.exe-
‘cuted in their behalf by officers who were instructed to make for
them' the best contractsin their power. Butat the end of the twelve
months the Africans have been invariably found capable of making
stheir own terms for their daily labor, and have been left to provide
for themsélves. .

I believe that I have now noticed all the points in Mr. Wise’s
letter which call for observation. It therefore only 1emains for-me
to. desire that you will place a copy of this despatch in that minis-
ter’s hands; and, in doing so, you will assure him that, although I
have felt it to be my duty to point out certain inaccuracies and
misapprehensions which it was impossible to leave uncorrected, in
a letter addressed to a British functionary, her Majesty’s govern-
ment do not ti.e less appreciate the zeal and success with which he
has traced and exposed the devices of the criminal traffic by which
his flag has been polluted, and the motives which have actuated

"him in making public the result of his researches.

I am, &c. '
T ABERDEEN.

Mr. Wise to Mr. Hamilton.

Lrcarion Unitep STA’I‘ES,‘
Rio de Janeiro, March 27, 1846,

. Sir: Your excellency’s note, of the 24th instant, marked *“confi-
dential,’’> enclosing a copy of a “despatch to your excellency, dated
4th:December, 1845, and signed ‘Aberdeen,’ together with certain
laws, and parts of laws, enacted by the British parliament, in the
5th of. George'1V. and 6th and 7th of Victoria, to amend and con-
-golidate.the laws relating to the abolition..of the slave trade, and
for the more effectual suppression of the slave trade,” “wére -duly
received by me yesterday evening. E -

.1 am sure that your excellency will concur with me in the
opinion, formed after an- attentive perusal of the commentaries:of
the Earl of Aberdeen upon my letter to:you of ‘the 1st-December,
1844, that his lordship’s despatch is one of too: grave. and::serigus.
importangce to be responded to in haste, or without. due: care :and
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preparation. My letter to you is elaborately reviewed by his lord-
ship, more than a year and a day after its date. It was transiitted
by your excelléncy, I presume, by the first opportunity after its re~
ceipt .in December, 1844, and his lordship acknowledges, on the:4th
December, 1845, that ‘“‘early in that year he received from you'a
despatch, in which you enclosed, for the inforwmation of hér
Majesty’s government, a copy of a letter uddressed to you by Mr.
Wise, the United States minister in- Brazil,> &e., &c.  This long
delay will place me, I fear, somewhat at disadvantage in satisfying
his lordship’s calls, both for evidence of facts on some points, and
for the redsons of opinions on others. During the lapse of the fif-
teen months from the dute of my letter to this first notice of its
contents, by his lordship, muwh of the.evidence, which even- six
months ago might have beeneasily established, is now difficult to
be procured, if it has not entirely escaped, owing to many vicissi-
tudes, but particularly the absence of persons who were then
present. The United States consul, for example, at this place has
been changed. The former incumbent knew, of course,much more
intimately the facts of past cases, and the proof of them,than his
successor, but lately installed, can be supposed to krow. The
former consul, too, as I am informed, has taken with himn many of
the records, books and papers Belonging to the office, including 2
mass of ‘depositions taken in these very slave cases. The-copies
furnished to this office, too, have nearly all been forwarded to the
Department of State at Washington. But shere, at Washipgton, I
trust much, if not all, of this evidence will be found; and deposi-
tions have been taken in recent cases here, as youv: cxcellency and
her Britannic Majesty’s consul have been partly informed, so that
though I cannot promise that my reply to his lordship, through you,
will now be as full and as satisfactory as it would have been, had 1
not been led to believe, by this delay, that the whole subject of
my letter to you had been pretermitted by her British Majesty’s
government, yet there are proofs, testimony and evidence enough
remaining, to place my past declarations, at all events; in a just
and true light. There shall be, then, a full and fair answer to -all
the points of his lordship’s despatch. But your excellency must
see the necessity for me, in turn, to take due time for all the con-
sideration belonging to his lordship’s despatch, on atcount of its
very high source, as well as of its matter and its manner.
And though I could furnish you at once, perhaps, with the proof in
part, but conclusive, as to one of the passages in his lordship’s
despatch, to. which you thought proper to ‘refer more" partic-
-ularly,” yet your excellency will, I am sure, not except to the de-
cision iwhich I, for the present, announce: not to reply to a part,
until I am prepared to answer fully to the whole; of his lordship’s
despatch. I will ‘collect the materials for doing 8o, now within
my reach, as promptly as possible; and 1 must ask of your excel-
‘lency-the favor to aid me by furnishing, if you have them,two num-
bers'of the Evening Mail, the one dated from Wednesday, March
19th, to;F'riday, March 21st, and the other from Friday,March 28th,
to Monday, March 31st, 1845; the one containing the reply of Sir
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Robert Peel to the question of Mr. Aldam, in the House of Com-
vaéns, March 19th, upon the message of President Tyler on the
slave trade; and the other, certain strictures upon that reply in an
article under the signature of ‘“A British Merchant.” These num-
bers were loaned by you to me in May last, about the 25th of
that month, I think, and were returned to you, through my secre-
tary, Mr. Walsh. I have requested him frequently since to pro-
cure them for me again, but he did not succeed. You will very
much oblige me, if you have them on file, to allow me the use of
them for a short time; and, if you have them not now, will you
please do me the favor of causing inquiry for them to be made
among your countrymen in this city, who may chance to preserve
files of the English papers. '

This Jatter request I would not presume to make, was my acquain-
tance with your countrymen here not so very limited as hardiy to
justify an attempt to procure the favor, if possible, myself.

" Whatever turn this correspondence may take, your excellency
may surely rely on myedisposition and wish to furnish you,
cheerfully, with all the information you have asked, and with any
other information which it may be in my power to give, and which
may be of service to you, or her Majesty’s goverpment, in the sup-
pression of the slave trade.

I have the honor to remain, your excellency’s most obedient
servant,

_ ' s HENRY A. WISE.

To his Excellency Hamirnton Hamivron,

Iler B. M. Envoy Extraordinary, &c., §c.

Mr. Wise to Mr. Hamilton.

LEcaTION oF THE UNITED STATES,
July 31, 1846.

Sir: The copy of the despatch of the Earl of Aberdeen, com-
municated to me on the 26th of March last, dated the 424 of De-
cember, 1845, acknowledges that ¢ early in that” year he_received
from your excellency, for the information of her Majesty’s govern-
ment, a copy of my letter addressed to you, dated the 1s¢ of De-
cember, 1844. I refer thus particularly to dates, for the purpose of
remarking that, for many and obvious reasons, it was desirable that
his lordship’s review should have fol'owed sooner, if possible, in
pointof time, after the receipt of my letter by her Majesty’s govern-’
ment. o : : ‘ ' - :

Acknowledging fhe receipt of a copy of my letter, his lordship
enumerates three causes which made it impossible for her Majesty’s
government, to passit in silence. - e

1st. The great importance which, in the estimation of her Majes-
ty’s guvernment attaches to the subject of that communication.

2d. The charges which, although in a toneé of friendship, it brings
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against the British nation at large, not excepting her Majesty’s
naval officers and other servants. o
- 3d, And above all, the public attention drawn to it by a message
addressed by the President of the United States to Congress on the:
20th of February, 1845. ' e o
I am happy to remark upon the first of these alleged causes, that
the principal object, at least, of my letter to your excellency, has
been obtained. Its aim was to arouse and attract the attention of .
both governments to certain aspects of the slave trade, which had_
not been sufliciently, if at all, exposed to either; to make manifest
cértain of its evils, and its auxiliaries in the very bosom and the.
very home of Great Britain herself, which were immediately tangi-
ble to her remedial power, and thereby to convince her Majesty’s.
government that more importance even should be attached to the
subject than had, great as it undoubtedly was, heretofore heen
ascribed to it. Her Majesty’s gpvernment had been in the habit of
treating the slave trade at this day as a subject more rearly, if not -
entirely, touching its foreign relations, as an evil belonging rather
to other nations and to other powers, which it was itsabstract duty .
of humanity merely to suppress, and not as one which praclically
concerned so much its own domestic policy, and the good govern-
ment of British subjects and British interests’ themselves. It was
deemed, therefore, that the more her Majesty’s government became
convinced that its own subjects were implicated, and its own na-
tional interests and honor were involved in the guilt of the slave -
trade, the more importance still would it attach to its suppression.
It would no longer be a foreign but a home question, and her do-
mestic treatment of it might essentially aid her foreign policy and,
international action in respect to it. I am gratified at having at-
tracted the attention of both governments to this point of view of
the subject, and time will show whether the good result intended
will be produced. .
The immediate end I aimed atis at#hined; the importance of sup-
pressing the slave trade is magnified.
Upon the second cause enumerated by his lordship he will par-
don me, I am sure, for declaring that he is in error when he says
_that my lettes to your excellency ¢“brings’” any *“charges’ what--
ever ‘““against the British nation at large, not excépting her Majes-
ty’s naval officers and other servants.” Certain facts it did adduce
to show that ¢ British brokers are.the immediate agents of the slave
dealers in Brazil, in ncgociating the sales and the charters of Ame-.
rican vessels, and that British goods chiefly are sent and consigned.
to make funds for the slave trade on the coast of Africa, and that
British capital and credit are used here to guarantee the payments.”
It informed your excellency further that ¢tit is said” that, in con- -
sequence of the long credits of British manufacturers and merch-
ants, extended to the Portuguese and Brazilian merchants who ship
goods to the coast, and in "tonsequence of the fact that_the chief.
security which the British merchants have for payment, is the suc-
cessful sales of these goods in Africa, the English cruizers will not
now capture or destroy.them, because the blow is found to fall upon
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the: trade and. commerce of their own countrymen. It informed
our excellency further, that ¢“it is asserted- here positively, as I
had informed you on dnnther occasion, that the Zgritish cruizers
do.not.take the proper and active steps to prevent the shipping of
slaves in Africa, and that the motive alleged ‘was, that they seem
to degire the slaves to be shipped, to be ance put on'board, in order
to obtain the bounty of so many pounds sterling per capita for their
capture, and to send them, as apprentices, to Demarara and other
possessions of Great Britain.” _

It informed your excellency that it was alleged, moreover, that
the obvious effect, if not design, of the British efforts on the Afri-
can coast, was not so much to suppress the African slave trade, as
to monopolize the African commerce, and particularly to exclude
the trade there of the United States.

Information, in a friendly tone, that an imputation, whether true

- or false, is made by others, is not the bringing of a charge your-
self, and whatever facts I did undertake to assert and to sanciion,
upon evidence deemed by ‘me sufficient, whether amounting to
“¢tcharges’’ or not, I am still prepared to establish, But upon none
of these facts did my letter bring any charges whatever ¢ against
the British nation at large, not cxcepting her Majesty’s naval offi-
cers and other servants.”” Where it spoke upon evidence, it so as-
serted, and where it gave information of accusation, it spcke on
the ipse dixit of others; and where it authoritatively asserted facts
upon. which charges could be made at all, they related to certain
British subjects only, and not to the British nation at large, or to
her Majesty’s naval officers and other servants; and where it spoke
of the charges brought by others, whether against the British go-
vernment or nation at large, or against her Majesty’s naval officers
and other servants, it pretended, not impliedly even, to sanction
these charges, but to name merely objections to the national policy
of Great Britain, which, whether well or ill founded, could be and
should be easily removed by her Majesty’s government itself. So
far from sanctioning any or all of these charges stated to be made
by others, the letter itself rather repels them by the expressed as-
sumption that one, at least, of the most preminent of them,

-might be but “an art of the African slave dealers, in“order to di-

. vide their opponents.” These allegations, whether deemed charges
or not, werc adduced in any other than in a recriminating spirit.
Of this your excellency, doubtless, was well assured; and I am glad
that his lordship even acknowledges the ¢ friendliness of the tone”
of my letter. But more of these charges, and the spirit in which
they were made, specifically, hereafter. My letter to your excel-
lency 'was vcertainly not meant as a bill of indictment, but I do not
demur to being held to all the strictness of replying to his lord-
ship’s special plea to it. o ' . R

‘i?pon’ the third cause enumerated by his lordship, I must observe,
that lie received a copy of my letter early in the year 1845; that-
the ntessage of the President of the United States communicating
it to Congress, was dated the 20th of February, 1845; that on the
19th of March following Mr. Adlam propounded certain ‘questions,
and Sir Robert Pecl answered them in the House of Commons, and
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certain strictures appeared in the London papers, especially undes:
the signature of a ¢* British merchant,’” upon the answer of Sir R,
Peel, all well calculated to create erroneous impressions i‘n*respééﬁ'
to the message itself, and the source of information on which' it
was founded, which were left free to circulate and to grow and
strengthen into conviction, whilst I was kept waiting until the 26th
of March, 1846, for a legitimate occasion to correct them. Know-
ing that truth follows but slowly at best in the footsteps of error;’
my intention at first was, after receiving the debate ‘in the House"
of Commons, to make it the occasion of addressing your excellency’
again, and I commenced a letter with that view. But certain causes’
prevented me from doing so, and I am rather pleased that I awaited’
the direct opportunity, now afforded me by his lordship, of answer-
ing not only his despatch but-the debate in the House of Com-
mons, and of correcting all error, as far as I can, on both sides,
and of justifying the President’s message, and the information on
which it was based, forwarded by me to the federal executive. Thig
is what I purpose, with patience, to do,’in the same tone of candor
and of friendliness with which my correspondence with your ex-
cellency was first commenced, : :

Perhaps the main cause of the delay of his lordship’s despateh

*was, that her Majesty’s government deemed it necessary, as he says,
before instructing you to make any communications-to Mr. Wise,
to take the most efficacious measures which the case admitted for
investigating the circumstances adduced by him, and for ascertain-
ing, so far as might be possible from the slender data which he has
furnished, what share of culpability in the transactions des¢ribed
by him may attach to British subjects, or to persons within the
reach of British law. This, hé says, her Majesty’s government
have done; and he then proceeds ¢ to make such observations as
Mr. Wise’s letter appears to him to_call for.”

Upon this I have to repeat, that I regret very much that the com-
munication to me should have been delayed so long by an®investi-
gatien in England, founded upon ‘“data” deemed to have been
slender, of circumstances adduced by mc in Rio de Janeiro. The
case necessarily admitted of no very efficacious measures in that
mode of investigating the circumstances, as is clearly proved by
the letter of the British merchant or manufacturer, quoted by his
lordship, if he means to adduce that as one of the results of the’
in;’estiga_tion, or if it is evidence.of the kind of efficacious measures
taken. ' ’ T '
My letter professed to give information only, and not to furnish
the proof of any one fact which it stated or described. This is
particularly to be noted, because different parts of the same lettery
all resting upon the same authority, my own narration, no other,
seem to have weighed very differently in the scale of evidence with
his lordship. Fuall' credence is ‘given by him to certain_ parts,
whilst others are ‘““damned by doubts,” and others still ‘not only
wholly disbelieved, but discountenanced and denied. Which are
given full faith to, wlhich. are doubted, and which are positively
.denied, is seen as his lordship proceeds. Where facts were pre-
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tended to be stated positively by me, whether in respect to an
American vessel, owner, or captain, or in respect to British brokers,
credit, and goods, the data furnished in each case was precisely the
same, equally ‘“slender’” or equally strong. The object of my
letter was to give information for the purpose of causing investiga-
‘tion, and to give aid in the execution of our own laws, which the
United States were so often called on by Great Britain to execute,
and not with the view .of convicting culprits. How the information
came to be given will be spoken of presently. .
For the present I pass over the next observdtion premised by his
lordship. He professes to ¢ confine himself to noticing those points
which affect the character of any individuals or classes of her’
Majesty’s subjects, and upon some of which Mr. Wise’s personal
observation, or the information which has been furnished to him,
appears to have Jed him into error.” No one would be more happy
than I would be to have any error of mine on this subject cor-
rected. No one could desire more sincerely than I do to be put
right, in case I may have been wrong, or not to be put wrong when
I may have been right: I am cven auxious to satisfy her Majesty’s
government how particular, as -minister 6f the United States, I
have been in ascertaining corrcct information, and in using it for
the promotion of the humane policy both of Great Britain and the.
United States, in suppressing the African slave trade. When bad
men combine for evil purposes, good men must unite to suppress
the evil and promote the good. "o prevent the co-operation of the
good is the policy of the bad; and to cause misunderstanding and
misconstruction between the agents of governments whose policy is
to suppress the slave trade, is an old art of slave traders too often
successfully practised. To prevent or correct any and all such
misunderstanding or misconstruction between Great Britain and
the United States, and their respective officers and agents, hasbeen,,
and will continue to be, one of the main objects of my best exer-
tions. I is, indeed, one of the most essential means of success in
the struggle with the slave trade. -
His lordship next proceeds to cite, in substance, but not in pre-
cise terms, my declaration ¢“that, wiilst the vessels and the flag of
the United States are employed for transportation, British brokers
are the immediate agents of the slave dealers in Brazil, in nego-
tiating the sules and the charters of these vessels, and British goods.
chiefly are sent and consigned to make funds for the slave trade on
the toast of Africajand British capital and credit are used here to..
guaranty the payments.” This proposition, thus stated, but not
recisely as his lordship states-it, is one of those contained in my
letter to your excellency, which I made upon my own authority.
to which'I did giye my sanction; which I re-assert, with more em-
phasis, if necessary, than ever; which I am doubly well prepared |
to maintain, and for the truth of which, both in letter and in spirit,.
I appeal to the knowledge, information, belief and experience of
her ‘ritish Majesty’s envoy at the court of Brazil, and her British
Majesty’s consul at the port of Rio de Janeiro. . '



.Departing from the points to which his'lordship proposed to con-.
fine himself, he recurs, in the next place, to my ‘ general history
of the cases in investigating which I found the proof of these facts
verified, asI state them to be,~upon oath.” He does not follow me
through my account of all the details'of these transactions, but he
does my statement.the justice to.say, ¢“So far as relates to the pro-
ceedings of the vessels and their crews, nothing can be clearer, or
apparently better established, than the charges which he makes out
against them.” He -then recapitulates several particulars of the
voyages of the three vessels, the Agnes, the Monte Video and the
Sea Eagle, and concludes his observations upon them by saying,
¢ In short, it is manifest from the facts which Mr. Wise has col-
lected, and from the details which he is enabled to furnish, that
American merchants, American ship owners, and American vessels,
with. their masters and crews, ate regularly employed in carrying
on the slave trade, and in furthering the conveyance of slaves from
the coast of Africa to Brazil.” Nothing can be clearer, or appa-
rently better established, than American guilt. In short, it is
manifest from the facts, that every person and every thing Ameri-
can are, as charged, not only regularly employed in furthering the
conveyance of slaves from the coast of Africa to Brazil, but the
are “regularly employed? (which ‘is neither directly charged nor
proved) ““in carrying on the slave trade” itself. Now where did
his lordship obtain such conclusive proof of all this against Amer-
ican persons and things, masters, owners, crews, vessels and flags?
“From the facts which Mr. Wise has collected, and from the de-
tails which he is enabled to furnish.”” Were ‘his facts proved?
Were his details vouched by any data? By his own: assertions
alone. The strength of -his Jordship’s credence 'thus far is fully
justified; but it is remarkable in contrast with his incredulity
Which immediately follows, in respect to British persons and
things. Turning from American participation in the guilt and
profits of the slave trade, he examines ¢ the only two points in the
above transactions,at which it is stated that any British agents are
implicated ’—the proceedings of Mr. Weetman, the charterer of

-the Agnes, at Rio de Janeiro, and the shipment of the Agnes’ cargo
at Liverpool.” ¢ And as to these,” his lordship says, ®the infor-
mation supplied by Mr. Wise is, perhaps not unnaturally, less pre-
cise than. that which relates to the proceedings of the vessels’and
their crews.” Truly enough,it is not to be expected that I should
have been as fully informed, or as'_pains_-takmgI in collecting facts
respecting British as American proceedings. It was not my duty,
or my pfpvince’, to be c¢oncerned so much in the one as in the
other.. Whilst-investigating the one, the other arose’incidentally,
and in necessary union and connexion, but not so as to pertain to
the issue of guilt or innocence 1n the American cases. ~ All relating
to the latter, of essential importance, was noted ‘and -recorded.
Much of importance, and everything of minor \ma,tte_r,._rq]atm to
the British cases, was omitted_ in writing. the depositions, . ‘tlll,v
much wasrecorded, and, so faras noted, the information was no less
precise in relation to British, than to American cases. The state-
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ent was p‘x,'qciise, that Mr. Weetman had negatiated the sales and
,éﬁii,r,tersfin the cases of all three of these vessels, and that the
goods were shipped in Liverpool for the coast. These facts are
establighed. '-.Vsﬁer,e, then, was the -want of precision? Perhaps
his'lordship meant that the information was not quite so “full,” and
notthat, as far as it went, it was not so precise, because it turns out
that.the most essential facts stated are sustained by her Majesty’s
government’s own investigation. Hislordship first takes up the ship-
"n‘;"exit of the Agnes’ cargo from Liverpool. He states that her .Ma-
Jesty’s government had ascertained who the parties are by wham it
was shipped, and the circumstances under which this was done;
and he adds, ““I cannot state these more clearly than by quoting
their own words.” He then sets forth their own words, and con-
cludes by saying, ¢ Mr. Wisc will probably admit that this simple
statement, voluntarily made by the parties who shipped the goods
.on board the Agnes, goes far to prove that they had neither any
interest in, or even any knowledge of the slave trading part of the
the transaction which was to follow.”” In making it to me, the
simplicity, the benevolence, the charity of this submission, prove
that his lordship is really sincere. Now, would your excellency
say that Mr. Wise will probably admit all that his lordship thus
supposes? It proves only what I have often, since my labors here,
bad reason to lament, and sometimes in conjunction with yourself,
1hiat the high functionaries of both governments are not only so far
removed in space from the scenes of this horrid trade, but are ele-
vated so far above its evil imaginations at home, that it seems al-
most impossible to make them conceive of its practices and de-
vices. They cannot realize the whole truth of the subject as we
do, located in Rio de Janeiro. But that they should so widely
misconceive the truth, is strange. His lordship will, doubtless, be
perfectly astonished when he reads my response—that so far from
ufy admitting that this ¢ simple statement, voluntarily made by the
parties who shipped the goods on board the Agnes, goes far to
prove that they had ncither interest in, nor even any knowledge of
the slave tradiug part.of the transaction which was to follow,” I
insist that i¢ goes very far to prove the very reverse. Let us exam-
ine this simple statement, thus voluntarily made, and, for the sake
of illustration to his lordship, let us see how it would affect your
y'q!ie'f’qqd mine. Let me premise, however, that, knowirig nothing
qu_ ;l?;e_ parties in I'_In land, not knowing who or what they are, and
‘not wishing to prejudge, or to prejudice their cases, and disclaiming
:}I‘t’gg.et_her the judgment that they are innocent or guilty, I will
imagine the case to be a sulpposed and abstract one only, not real, .
?9:‘1. tell his lordship what I, sitting in Rio de Janeiro, think of it.
. ‘1. The parties admit that they have partners in Rio, who wrote
to tell them that they (the partners'in Rio) had undertaken to exe-
cute's large order. o e

cr Bl isy oF N sattonss Deicer, Choihss menp articles enumerated,
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. 3. For one of the wealthiest of their custcmers.
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g; %{118 order was fol be executed on commission.

. The variou¢ articles were shipped by the schooner Agnes. .
6. Which vessel had been ckarteff}:l n .I{io by the perso;?‘%vn}fos cave
them the order.. S ’ : . CL

7. It was stipulated that the Agnes should proceed with her car-
go from Liverpool to the coast of Africa, by the way of Monte Vi-
-deo, calling at Rio for orders. And a false reason was assigned for
going by Monte Video, as there was no Brazilian duty of 20 per
cent. levied on goods sent to Africa. -

8. _After landing her cargo ¢n Africa, she was to return thence
to.Rior with a Jawful cargo, and then the charter party was to ter-
.ninate. Such is the case. The balance of the statement consists
-of argument in defence. . -

Now, besides these facts thus admitted, it is known, 1. That
-every atticle of cargo shipped in Liverpool enumerated, is such.as
is used in the slave trade. , ‘ .

2. That they were shipped by a vessel which actually returned
from Africa to Brazil with a cargo.of slaves, after cruising for
-several months with her cargo of English goods to supply various
factofes and posts of the slave'trade. Though the vessel was a
lorig time on the coast before she took slaves, yet she was as effec-
‘tually aiding the slave trade.

3. That one of the wealthiest customers of this English house,
who ordered the goods and who chartered the vessel, was-none
.other than the Illmo. Sr. Manoel Pinto da Fonseca; knight or com-
mander of the-Order of the Rose in the empire of Brazil, as nota-
rious a slave trader as any to be found in Brazil, whose name at
the head of the list, with that of Bernardino de S& and many others,

our excellency has been known long ago to have officially commu-
nicated to the Brazilian gavernment, and whose name figures in al-
most every case of slave trading by American vessels for the last
five years, and which cases have, from time to time, caused evem
national excitement between Brazil and the United States. .The
facts admitted and the facts notorious, then, justify us in inquiring:
.of these parties whose statement is truly too:simple; whose art,
dimple, truth-like as it seems to his lordship, does not conceal its
art from me.

1. Who are these Rio partners, and how long have they been
residing in Rio ? , . : o

2. Are they British subjects? o e

3. Did they know Manoel Pinto da Fonseca, one of the wealthi-
.est of their customers? - - o

4. Did théy not know his calling, and"the means of carrying
on.the slaye trade, and the goods required for it ?

5. Had "the parties in Liverpool no advices in respect to all
these inquities? . Co ’ S

Sir, I leave y"o_iir'excellenoy to elicit-answers to these questionsy"
and many more which might be put, and - I call upon you to state -
to hislordship your opinion, on this more than prima facie evidences’
~hich proves, be ”an’,dopbt, to my mind:. . . .

1. That thoigh the Livetpool parties may not have had any
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knowledge, (of which, whoever they be, I doubt,) yet they cer-
tainly had an inferest in the cargo of a slave trading voyage.

2. They had, by their own statement,’ information enough to-
make out a ¢ caveat vender.” And LI

3. Their partners in Rio, in every presumptive aspect of the

- case, not only had an interest in the slave trading part of the trans-

action, so far as ordering the slave trade goods for their wealthy
<customers on a commission, but the scienfer of moralj if not legal,
guilt is established upon them beyond a doubt in my mind.

Now, who are these parties? Whoevever they be, I challenge
the comparison, that either the American owner, or the American
captuin, of this very vessel, the Agnes, can give an excuse just as
simple, voluntarily made, as fair and truth-like and reasonable, ap-

arcnily, and that her American crew and consignees can give stilf

etter excuses for their conduct than either of them. And sp far as
the American government is concerned, it has caused the captainsanid
mates, and parts of the crews, of the Agnes and Monte Video both
to be arrested, and u number of them have been tried and convicted.
Here we have the defence. -Let us see what the owner of the Ag-
nes could say. ®

In the first place, he could plead his gencral character for res--
pectability as high as that, probably, of the parties in Liverpool.
He is said to be a quaker, a person belonging to what is called  a
free State of the Union,” and of a class whose principles and prac-
tice are opposed to slavery in every form, and who are almost uni-
versally in favor, especially, of African emancipation. He declares.
that he is a vessel owner and a shipper; that the policy of his coun-
try is to encourage ship-building, navigation, and commerce, and’
the sale of vessels, as a considerable part of trade. That being the
owner of the Agnes, a vessel employed in the trade to Brazil from-
tie United States, he gave, of course, instructions to her captain
to procure for her the best possible lawful charter, and to sell the.
vessel if he could get for her a fair price. That his captain made
his voyage to Rio, there entered into the charter party, (as des-
cribed by the Liverpool partiey,) and on his return to Philadelphia
seeing nothing unlawful or suspicious in the voyage, and knowingtf
nothing of the character of the parties in Rio, with whom, and”
through whom, the charter was made, he permitted the vessel to
pursue her voyage. True, he was informed that there was & con.
tract aside from the charter party, that the vessel was at the option
of the charterer, to be sold and delivered to him, at a stipulated
price, on the coast of Africa, but such a contract, to sell at one
place deliverable at another, was lawful and usual, and the price,.
1n this case, was not beyond the market value of vessels d'e'liver3
able on the coast of Africa.: Then he, too, fearlesslyasksy ¢‘ was he-
it;:'ionrteseetthat an]y such nefarioug project was contemplated 7 All}

erest ceased as soon as the ship wasdelivered; neither directly

or indirectly had he the slightest interdst in the result of the adven.

ture,” and he confirmed the charter and sale of the vessel, ‘“‘under the

full conviction that she would return to Rio with a lawful cargo; in

-short, that it was a regular trading voyage.” Al this seems v,ery'
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fair. Let us next examine the captain. Captain Gray, of-the Ag-
nes, in"fact, was atrested upon information sent to the United States
by me; and his excuse is, therefore, no suppositious one, but was
really made, asT am told, upon his examination. Hisexcuse in sub-
stance was: ‘I was captain of the Agnes; took letters to the con-
signees at Rio to charter the vessel on the most advantageous terms,
and I had instructions to sell her, if I could, for a good price. I,
of course, left the negotiations for the charter or sale in the hands
of the consigneesy and they, as usual, employed a broker who con-
tracted with the charterer. The charter-party is fair and legal on
its face; it was for a lawful voyage, .I knew nothing to the con-
trary; and the bargain to sell and deliver the vessel on the coast,
in case the charterer chose to take her at the price agreed, was
legal and bona fide. I did not, owing to the danger of sickness on _
the coast, go in the vessel, and another captain was shipped on
board of her in Rio. He died on the coast, and then I went there
in the ¢ Sea Eagle” to look after the interest of the owners. The
vessel was sold and delivered according to contract and law, and
previous to that moment no part of her voyage was, in any respect,
unlawful. T was not responsible for the acts of the Brazilian pur-
.chasers, and ¢ was I to forsee that any snch nefarious project was
contemplated ¥ ”? &c., &c. There were positive witnesses of ‘this
man’s guilt, but owing to their absence from the United States, he
was discharged. Since the witnesses have gone home, he has ar-
rived here captain of another vessel. Now let us see what the
consignees say. ¢ We are doing a lawful and. large commission
business. in Rio de Janeiro. We have nothing to do, and would"
not, on any terms, have anything to do, directly or indirectly, with
the slave trade or its profits. A ship owner instrucied us to pro-
cure an advantageous charter for his vessel. This was in the line
of our lawful business, and we could not decline the order. It was
not for us to inquire of-the charterer; how he was going to employ
the vessel; and . our only care was to have a lawful charter nego-
tiated on the most favorable terms for the owner. The usual course
‘we pursued, in the case of the Agnes, to refer the captain to a re-
.sponsible broker, with whom we dealt, and who did the business in
this, as in all cases of consignments to us, on a commission of’
21 per cent. We left the business with him, and feel in no wise.
responsible farther than to see, as we did, that all money duesunder .
the charter-party or, sale, was credited and remitted to the. owners.”
And it is due to the consignees in the case of the Agnr< to say, that.
immediately upon the developments of the cases of iue Agnes and
Monte Video and Sea Eagle, they addressed to me a letter of in-
quiry, on the 30th of November, 1844, in respect to the law and
their duty in future cases, and I returned them advice which I be-
lieve they have followed since in good faith. The house of Max-
well, Wright, & Co., composed of English and American partners,
is one of the largest houses in Rio de Janeiro, and none stands in
higher credit with the bankers of England. No men are more re-
.spectable here than all the partners are; and since my letter to them:
.of December 9, 1844, they have wholly declined .to negotiate the
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<harters or sales of vessels for the coast-of Africa. They-have:
“manifested the most bona fide intents thfoughout, so far as I have
bad an opportunity of judging their motives by their acts. o
Well, what are the excuses of the captains who actually navi-
gate the vessels, and of their crews, to the coast? They say :.
“ We are paid by the month, ordinary wages, for most dangerous
voyages to our health; we know mothing of the doings or intents
of owners, masters, consignees, brokers, purchasers, or charterers.
‘We simply sail the vessel, to such and such ports, and deliver the
cargo and the vessel, as the case may be, a chartér or sale or both,.
“according to instructions, and then we return to port as best pro-
vided for us. We know nothing, and are informed of nothing un-
lawful, and see nothing suspicious until after we have delivered up
the vessel, hauled down the colors, erased the name off the stern,
and utterly destroyed all her American character. We were ig-
norant and innocent throughout, and ¢how were we to foresee 7.
&c., &c.”’? Some of them, indeed, from maltreatment, are caused
to come forward and testify most indignantly, that they were
duped into an illegal voyage, and to expose its secret iniquities.
In this way, chiefly, does the truth come out. The English broker,
the English merchant, partner in Rio, each has his excuse, all
tending to the innocent query: ““how were we to foresee? &c., &c.,’”
and thus, if the simple story of the parties in Liverpool is to be
credited, each and every person connected with the nefarious pro-
Jject has an excuse precisely similar and equally good, and all alike
are excusable. 'Thus, does not his lordship at once see, no one is.
%uilty where so many are concerned? Go to Manoel Pinto da
‘onseca, and he would tell his lordship flatly, ¢ Oh ! my lord, the
cargo from Africa to Brazil was lawful !!’. I put these contrasts
and excuses and defences to show.not that they all are good, but.
that any excuse of any one party inculpated, is just as good. as that
which he expects me to admit, ‘“ goes far to prove the innocence
of his parties in Liverpool.”” - The fact is, that there has been cul-
pability, if not guilt, an the part of all; there has been deep-dyed
guilt on the part of some of them. But the American ship-owner-
was certainly no more culpable than the British partner in Liver-
pool, who furnished the goods, and who had a partner whose cus-
tomer is Fonseca in Rio. The English and American consignees;
here, were not more culpable than the Rio partners of the Liver-
pool parties. And Captain Gray, himself, was no more guilty than
the English broker. The pBor navigating captain and crew were
as little guilty of a scienter as any or all the parties. In fact, the
fair presumption would be, that the most guilty of all were the Rio,
partners of the Liverpool parties, and the English broker in’
Rio, because these were in the most immediate juxtaposition to
Manoél Pinto da Fonseca, the Brazilian prime mover and chief
gainer in the ¢ nefarious transaction.” Yet, his lordship is con-
clusively convinced of the guilt of all ‘and ‘everybody engaged in
it; except these two. As to these, thére is a foundation laid only .
for further inquiry. This prdves only how ‘hard it is to judge at a.
distance, and to judge our own people as we judge our neighbors,
I:am making no defence for either or any of the parties, but ‘show-
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ing only, that those Americans who his lofdship admits aré clearly’
proved to be guilty) stand upon just as good, if not ‘bétter groynds,’
than the English brokers and merchants, as to whose giiilt his lord-
ih}p declares ¢ the data to be slender >’ and the proof to bé doubts
us, . - . ‘ Lo s
His lordship next remarks on the case of Weetman, and’ 8ays'y
¢ Mr. Wisé not having stated the nature of the evidence in his’
possession against Weetman, it is impossible, with a'due regard to
Justice, to say that there is sufficient ground, &c., &c.”” Now, ay
to the case of this man, I rust premise, thatt I cannot forget my-
self and my position so far as to become in any sense the approver,
or prosecutor, or informer, or witness against him." I'am neither
_his accuser nor his judge. It is not my province to bring him"to"
trial; and if the proper British authorities arraign him, it must be’
for an English court, I presume, to decide whether he has commit-
ted a violation of the British' laws.”” But, appealed to as I am for,
the justification of my own statements to my own government, I
am compelled to show, as an example of“the evidence upon which
I relied, not only as'to these but other facts, the foundation upon*
which I based the information: that a British broker does negotiate”’
the charter parties (and I believe the sales) of American vessels
employed for the uses of the slave trade. His lordship will please.
bear in mind that my letter of the 1st® December, 1844, was ad-,
dressed to your-excellency here in Rio de Janeiro, not to a person,
in North-America or in ‘Europe. I was addressing a person who
was already fully informed, and who, I supposed, would fully in=
form his government. But as his lordship’s despatch leaves me to~
infer that her Majesty’s government must have beén uninforméds
and totally ignorant of facts known, within my knowledge, to its"
authorities here,and as I am requested by her Majesty’s government
to produce the evidence, I must appeal to your excellency’s recol-
lection to confirm a statement as far as the facts of the case of"
Weetman are concerned. : S
Soon after it came out in the first investigations, prior to the
date of my letter to your excellency, that Mr. Weetman (whether
for himself or for the firm of Hobkirk & Weetman, I am not yet'
informed) was the negotiator of the charter parties and’ sales of
the American vessels for the coast, a gentléman informed me, at
the instance; I understood him, of Mr. Weetman himself, t}';atj'hg'*[
desired to be called on by your excellency for. ex lanationsy that
he would inform your extéllency, if called on), that he'had ‘negotiz
ated these charters under the'advice and counsel of Mr. Heskéth;
the British’ consul, himself, at Ric de Janeiro; that he'knew’the’
British laws himself on the subject, but had chosen to have; for his®
own justification, the opinion® of the’ British consul. He wag'even’
desirous to-haye your excellency informed of the part he had taken
in-the business: ~This 'communication to’ me; made bya‘very res
spectable and responsible ‘géntleman; I'imparted to your excellens
cy’s ‘personal  friend, George W Slacum, esq.,-laté ‘.cong}lglv"v_ofr“ thé
United 'States; who, 1 have ‘every reason to know, informed both"
your excellency and Mr. Hesketh' There wasno ptetence of -de~’
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nying the fact of negotiating the charters, and perhaps sales, of
American vessels for the coast. It was a boast, on the contrary,
that Mr. Weetman had done whatever he had done on the au-

thority, or with the full knowledge at least,.of the British consul.

It was communicated to me to be told to your excellency, and

sounded like a defiance of investigation and a fearlessness of the

result, whatever it might be. 'The case of the seizure of tte brig

Porpoise in this harbor, by the United States authorities, occurred

soon .thercafter. Great cxcitement was produced thereby in this

city; and, in ‘the midst of it, whilst attending to that case in the

‘United States consul’s office, Mr. Slacum, whom I had informed,

and Mr. John S. Wright, my informant, came together to me in

person for a written and corrected statement of the communication

made to me by the latter. I immediately, in their presence, gave

them a written statement, a copy of which is hereto appended, and

which they took immediatcly, on the 24th of January, 1845, to Mr.

Hesketh. = He has lately furnished me with the original from which
the copy was made.- Mr. Hesketh and Weetman were brought face

to face on the subject. The former peremptorily denied what Mr.

Weetman was alleged to have said; but the latter never pretended

to deny, and confessed that he had ncgotiated the charters of the

vessels. Thus the matter stood, when Mr. Hesketh addressed a
circular to British subjecis bere, which is hereto appended. Now,
all these facts were fully known to your excellency and to Mr.
Hesketh when I .addressed to you my letter of the 1st December,

1844. In view of them, and particularly of Weetman’s personal
confessions to Mr. Hesketh, claiming even that he had his advice
for his justification, I have not deemed it necessary to recur to the
voluminous depositigps,yhich were taken about the time of my
letter to your excellency, in December, 1844, to prove the fact of
Weetman’s negotiation of the charters of American vessels for the
coast. The copies of those depositions, belonging to this office,
have long ago bren sentto Washington. Mr. Weetman not only ne-
gotiated the charters of the Monte Video,the Agnes, the Sea Eagle,
%he Ganneclifft, the Porpoise, the Kentucky, &c., &c., but since
the issuing of Mr. Hesketh’s circular, warning British subjects
against all participalion, directly or indirectly, in the guilt of the
slave trade,. (induced in part, I believe, by the affair of himself and
Weetman,) he has, in. the face of that circular, nogotiated of late
the charters of the Pons, the Enterprise, and a number of other
American vessels, depositions in relation to which, recently taken,
I furnish herewith. The charter in the casé of the Porpoise was-
sent to this place lately, by a United States court, attached to a.
commission to take depositions, and can clearly be proved to be in
the bandwriting of Weetman. 1In a word, his connexion,as broker,
with Fonseca, the notorious slave trader, and the charter, and, I
believe, sale of American vessels employed in the slave tradg, is
notorious, regular, systematic in the way of a business transaction,

openly law-defying, and continued in spite of the warniog of the

British authorities, which they know full well, and can easily es-
tablish beyond .all reasonable doubt.-
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They themselves know whether Weetman knows Fonseca, and
the uses he makes of these charters and sales of American vessels.
With them, then, I leave him and his guilt or innocence; assuring’
his lordship, at the sume time, that I will cheerfully afford them all
the facilities in my power for the faithfyl discharge of their duties,
in obedience to his instructions to ¢ push” their ‘“inquiries to the
utmost.” In the hope of arresting and preventing these nefarious
sales and charters of American vessels, I shall rely on the assurhnce
““that no c¢xertion will be spared by her Majesty’s government to
reach the offending party,” if found guilty, and to ¢ enforce the
penalties of the law.,” - .o .

His lordship then turns from the details respecting the three ves-
sels to the other, or general information, which I said ¢ it was
proper you should “hear.” And I regret to observe in the first
-clause of his lordship’s next paragraph he egregiously misquotes
my language, and changes the whole meaning of what I said. He
says: ‘ He states that, as the goods fit for the coast are purchased
from British merchants, and as the chief security which the mer--
«chants have for payment is the successful sale of the goods in -
Africa, the consequence is said to be that the British cruisers will
not capture or destroy the vessels whick carry these goods, as the
blow is found,” &c., &c. Now, what I said was this: :

““The goods and credit of British manufacturers and merchants, are
Tliberally and indulgently extended to the Portuguese and Brazilian
merchants in Brazil, on long time. The Portuguese and Brazilian
merchants ship them in these vessels, chartered by the slave traders
for the coast; and, in many cases a single vessel will take out the
shipments of some ten or twenty various persons. They are not’
always loaded by the slave dealers themselves. Those persons who
purchase of the British merchants ¢the goods fit for the coast,’ are
mostly small dealers, and the chief security which the British mer-
chants have for payment is the successful sales of fhese goods in
Africa. If they are captured or destroyed, the British merchants
suffer. The consequence, it is said, is, that the British cruisers
will not now capture or destroy them, because the blow, &c., &c.”,

Not one word is said in this about capturing ¢ the vessels which
«carty these goods;’” but it speaks solely of the capture and de-
struction of ¢ these goods,’” themselves, ¢“in Africa.”” Yourexcel-
lency, doubtless. understood full well what I meant. In the first
place, that the oritish manufacturers make the panos da costa, the
goods fit for the coast of Africa, eo nomine, for the uses and pur-
poses of the slave trade. R '

Secondly. That Yheir merchaunts, factors, and agents here, sell
them to Portuguese and Brazilian slave traders, with all the scienter
of guilt-possible. They know at the time, even much better than:
British and American ministers and consuls know, the uses and:
purposes ‘of these goods; that they are made and sold to become
the purchase product of slaves; cert®inly that their kind is used,
and that they will. be used, in all human probability, to purchase .
slaves.” .| ... i e : ’

Thirdly.. That their credits are long in proportion to the delays
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‘fond«uncertamtnes of : the:slave trade, and:their:profits are: commen-
surate with:its risks.: Tlat the goods:: Bold: for ‘the'cbast are’ sold‘,
in, ai word, in:direct reference to. the‘slavo trade, andx dll at@ inoi-
dents.are taken into account, . 3 '

- Fourthly.: That these-godds are: often sold to- many small dealers,
who, in the perfectly gambling spirit of 'thetrade, invest.their’ all:
in: the, adventurej which, if they: lose; their creditors " here. ‘niusti
suffer.. And here let ine correct an. error: seemin 1y:implied: by
this paragraph of ‘my letter: which I have citéd,  It'seems'to’'say’
what I.did not intend—that. the purchasers!.of the' goods and: the:
shippers are not slave dealers. I meant only tovconvey ‘the ideay
that the slave dealers who charfer the vessels are: not the sole: ship-
-pers-of: these goods; not that all, or nearly all of the shippers, are
not: also:slave dealers. They nearly all are.  Bach expects aretuin:
in-slaves: for the amount of his parcel slupped The:papers which
-your excellency. furnished to mey as found on' board the brig:Sooy,-
wilb well-illustrate the manner'in which the returns for these goodg:
are-made: to- the individual shippers. In"them ke will find returns’
of. slaves; with their respective marks; made ‘in\account even ‘with'
female purchasers, among others. - Aye, if my;: memory serves mey"
African women for Brazilian mistresses; marked 'with ‘the brand of
slavery over their very: wombs! ‘In Rio'de Janeiro; one large-busi-'
ness: in' the trade is said to be conducted by Bernardino' de'Say and
another by Manoel Pinto da: Fonseca. - The:latter i¢ said:to be'the:
head!of.2: company: whick conipnses some fifty. persons, many’ of’:
whom:are: leading men in society.-. He: usually: charters  the: ves-"
sels; and his.agentsion the coast are-the consignees: ‘who- purchase
the slave cargoes. Most of -the. members'of the company are shlb-

erss. - v

p Faft“hly These: slave traders, and»sla\e trade compames, have
what. are called ¢ factories,”’ all-along the coasts, eastern-and weg-’
teing of vAfrica; - The agents:(as the notorious Cunha;for: exampley.
the factor of  Fonsecaj at- Cabinda) résideiin these factones, “haver
extensive establishments:and, numerous employees, and recei . tho

podsiand purchase the. slaves. .+ . :

-Sixthly. In these:factories, in’ Afnca, these goods are accumu-
lated; .toisthem:they are shipped:: There; at every -eligible point. of.
the: slave coasts, stored wzth goods, are: ihey perched hke wulture§
for: their | prey.. ta o die

Nowy:why: are: thesonstore«-houses of the purchase products oF
slavery inot x!estroyed(!7 RSP .

. Why are the goods in them not sewed’? : -r-‘; ' :

A British cruiser enters the harbor:of- Cabmda, and ﬁnds the fac--
“tor, Cunha jink: full:; :operationis :Severalt vessels zave ﬁladmg
"Their; cargods siconsistsof : «farinhwjapguardente; biles. ‘ax i
deygooda. Shiv formthe coast;’! musketsy: powdery rrce,’ﬁdury blask?
beanay:cheesey tigars: 1fy.on boardiof Jary - :oneof ‘these’ ‘vessels xg‘
found:aniarticle of suspicions: mare, the:vesselsis selzedsforsa
‘judication;: « Thei¢“godds-fov: the! éoast? . are:nldwid:to: béﬂanﬂe&&n

f:an Americtn vessel, she is “‘visited” to see whether she ix Anepst:
icans!. A}l as torthe wessels and thieir: tradingy is>:or!is’ not! found
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right, ang, the cryjser. captures or.not; as -the case: may be,“.But#
there stands !Le actory; the factory, Wwith,. its. houses, its storesyits;
gooda fox the coast, its water pipes, its canaes, barges, and laynches,”
1t3 numergus . employees, its, fixtures for accommpdating, crews of;
slayes, itg,.wholg. paraphernalia. of the odiqus. traffic, with..every,
thing about it not: only, suspicipus, but certain .in its slave trade,
character. The cruiser sails. The moment-she i: off; the 500 or-
1,000 captives, who have, all the time of -her stay; been kept.by.
the factory but a few hours’ run in, the interior until. her departure;,
are hurried to the strand and are shipped; purchased by: the.very licit-
goods, the landing, of which she has witnessed! They are paid’ for-
by the aguardente, the cotton. cloths, and the muskets, &c., &c.y-.
which she has seen stored inh the factory.. Why.is thie? Sir, Ca-~.
binda is.in what is called ‘‘the burnt district’”’—burnt district. once;.
but burnt district ng. more! Need I tell you? Yes, to tell the Earl.
of . Aberdeen that the reason alleged here .boldly, unequivocally,.
and with an air of confidence and insolence even, which, whether.:
it be true or false, defies contradiction, is, that when. the district:
was burnt the British burnt their own goods.. The ‘loss: fell on.
British merchants and manufacturers; and, asthe saying is, ‘““.a burnt .
child dreads the firg” Such.is the boasted answer to.the question,-
why the store-house of slavery and-its goods are not.destroyed? I
can only ask again, why is.the factory not again'burnt? And Iap--
peal to you, sir, to say whether the destruction of one factory on:.
the coast is not of much more effect in suppressing the slave trade.
than the capture of many. vessels? The vessels. would: have no;
rendezvous; the slaves nong; the slave dealers none,if. the: factos:
ries were all destroyed; and there would.be nc medium in which to,
pay for slaves if the goods fit. for the coast were seized. It was;
at the factories, and the goods.in them, that this paragraph of my:.
letter was aimed; and I regret that his -lordship. turned it towards-
nmuch less important objects—the vessszls: . | . P
All'his lordship’s reasons, therefore, founded on.a misapprehens.

sion ‘of my: statement, as applied to this topic, must fail. ~ ... .
With this he blends the other topic, that. ‘it is asserted.here-
positively that the British cruisers do.not take, the proper stepsi to;
prevent the shipping, of :slaves, in, Africa; and. the alleged motive:
is_that they seem to .desire the slaves to be. shipped, in®order-to;,
obtain the bounty of so many, pounds sterling, per. capita,.for their!’
capture, and, to send them; as .apprentices.. to Demararay and ﬁo;}:ﬁer,-,
possessions. of (Great, Britain.”  His, lordship’s, mode: of treatjngy.
this subject implies,.rather more styongl y.than is;ajsreeable..to; mey,
that I hav. brought these ¢ charges:’  against.. Eritish, cruisgrs.;
Notbing could be more, unjust, and against ; such,an. implication. [k
earnest, Y. p‘;pte:e»t_.,, “But Jet. us, since, he is sq Serious.oa this: Rpi-ﬁt;’,;%
examine into his defénge, - He, thinks: ‘it will 'be sufficient 1n,an=,
swer to these charges,” by ‘whomsogver made, ‘“ta state two.simple
{a&tb’y;’: 'l‘l,xe,i‘}r t'l_s;,-.-, A ’ . : . . Cap Rk
Thit oyt of 94

ThAL oy} of 346 vessels seized and proceeded against, for thesix:
years immediately preceding. the, date, of my;lettes, 66.only: ;hads

LN



g3 2

\

RNaves on’ board; the ‘remaining 280, or (more than'four times. 66,
‘heving been seizéd without slavds. -~ Lo i e

wiQécondly. That parliament grants'a bounty to the captors calcu-
lated upon the ‘tonnuge of the vessel;, and _this for ‘the wery pur-
pose’that*there may be no difference’ ds regards-the vulue of the’
prize; whether the slaver has shipped ker ‘cargo or nof, This law

has been in’ force for several "years.’ = T L
“*'Thivdly.” That as her Majesty’s naval officers have-no voice in
the'digposal of the slaves after capture, so hdve they no conceiv-
able'interest thereins N oo T L
“‘DPhe‘first fact stated, if accurite, would seem to go far to vindi-
cate'her Majesty’s naval officers. But'it has not so. much weight’
‘with nie-as i1t has with his lordship, when I reflect that the number
of*vessels without slaves in them (employed in the slave frade in
caffying its cargoes and crews, and in tending tlie factories and the '
.vessela“intended to cdarry slaves) is, to the number of the vessels
to'befoundswith slaves actually in them, nearer the proportion of
dwenty than fourto one. ‘Therefore, though four of the one, to one
of ‘the other, have beeén captured,.still, it ‘might be said that it is.
not up to the relative number which should have been captured and
seizedi This'simple fact, then,is far from, conc®isive. ' '
#The‘second fact'stated, so far from sustaining, rebuts the defence’
very strongly, in relation, at all events, to, times past. ~ His lord-
ship doés’not say when the law granting the Zonnage bounty to cap-
tors‘was-passed. I'infer; from the reason he assigns for it, that it
was passed'after’ the law granting’ the bounty per cdpsta on’ the
slaves; because he says'it ‘was* for the purpose that there may be:
no differéncé in regard to the value of the ‘prize, whether the slaver
has“shipped lier cargo or not.” * Ah! indeed, ‘“ the very purpose,”’
thén; if this’ law was to balance the mrotives and inducements o
capture-prizes without as well aswith'slaves. These factsseem to be;:’
-a‘law was first passed granting a bounty upon slaves captured, with-
‘out-aity ‘bounty upon t%x'e‘t‘o‘n’na‘ge‘ of the slave vessel. What propor-
tion was’ there; then; at that time between.vessels captured'with and '
véssels captured without slaves? We are not told; but the number of
the latter was not'so great as’ at present we are left .to infer, be-
cduseé the Jaw granting tonnage bounty had ‘to be'passed for the’
véry puipose that there may be no difference 'as regards the, value
of “the prizei”? 1" The ¢ value of ‘the prize,” then, was an induce-’
ment; ‘a‘motive for the capture,” was it? - If so, this reason, up to
theitime-of ‘the granting' ~of the tonnage ‘bounty, admits the very.
gravamen-of the offénsive charge.’ Does not his/lordship perceive.
that thége very bounty laws presuppose that her-Majesty’s naval:.
‘officérs ‘'will be influenced and operated on by the value of thep
‘ alumny; thén, tosay that they are operated on: by
it préater or lesset bounty?" 1} they-are scandalizéd b
&u‘t’é‘tion-’; ‘the Taws 'of 'Great' Britain herself fo*m. its, founda-
Why give any bounties at all2” Will not her, Majesty’s naval’
#4 §0 their duty i subseiving the Kiimane policy of the liws-
of‘pirliaiifent ‘without: &' bounty proportioned ‘to 'their’ captares?
Thie law itself tempts their discharge of duty with a mercenary mo-

e



tive. . The, adyocates.of the slave trade. fail.not .to.ageribe: such‘
motwe to them, chargmg,them with a.total: failure wkere there:is.
no; bounty, as in the case of the factories;, and %;vmg them; credit
for vxgxlance and, actnvxty ‘only where there is,a ounty, greaterior
less, on the capture, as,in the; .case .of vessels w1th slaves: aotu y
shipped on:board.. ey S e ST
ut. the two snmple facts of . hxs lordshlp relate on]y -to the «mo-
tive of bounty... I informed . your excellency ‘that. another 1eason
alleged for the fact stated vras :
3d. That a main object of waltmg until -2 capture could be made
with slaves on board was, that luborers were wanted to be sent;, to
Demarara and other British possessions.. .. . .°:
- His lordshxp disposes of 'this.alleged motlve very cursonly,,“as
her Majesty’s nayal ,officers have no voice in the disposal of .the
slaves after c¢apture, so haye they no. conceivable interest therein.?
But, though they may:have no conceivable -interest in the dxsposal
of the captives; yet they may have orders to.obey,and a govern-
ment policy to subserve.. Andto the fact that there, may be an ob-
Ject, a motive, for capturmg vessels with slaves on board, with the
view of procuring: laborers for British' colonies,.in. #ddition to.the
‘motives of bounty, no mattér -whether founded in . interesty or.in
'orders, or a sense of duty to subserve a ggvemment polmy, his
]ordshlp s reasoning ‘does not apply. .
Whether these motives. have . operated or wnll operate, stlll they
are: alleg ed. qsmotlves, and thatis all I.ever asserted and that:I:still
assert..' And though they may. be alleged as motives for fdcts:or
nduct never éxisting.or likely to exist, yet they.farm the basis.of"
"'zmputatwn upon the disinterestedness: of British policy.and itsad=
ministration. - That js all . I ever -intimated:.. I pretended not:to
affirm . or to deny ‘the truth of these allegahons, but subm'tted
merely the question: . Why not rémove® all ground for them % 5.3
honor: and " respect. the officers of her, Majesty’s ‘nav al service -
as'much as any one can ‘who is as much a stranger as I.am to,all"
their worth and merit. From what I have~seen—ef——them on:this..
station, I can. bear the most" honorable. testlmony -in; their favor:, L .
would. be the last to do injustice to them or injury to their.reputas..
tion; and. if the Jauthor \or, publisher. of unintentional -wrong to:'
them, ‘would be.the first to, make them the amende honorgble, ::. His. '
lordshlp must relax, then, the austerity of his brow ;when: [ .
verely expresses his regret at my placing . ‘¢ on record. what, upon,
aature. exammnhon, and after, inquiring . at. authentic sourcesy. I
wé 1d have, seen.to be a, calumny as. groundless.as. it.is: offensive.;;
T stated before:. exactly what I repeat. now—+that, these. imputa
are: here,,m Rio. de Janelro, on every occasion: when the: :subjec
d: aml m every case; brou ht, ]xgmder, the:; exammatmn

i

L.t ggested , efoge .only. wl
1 ’g“ ordshxp’s Arowns,;to suggest again thata, 3
ona,l scheme of pb\lanthropy should be;as. free.as. chastity: xtse _’_?‘
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‘from ‘all suspicion of impure motive, and ‘that if there bé a ground
of suspicion, whether true or false, it oughttb be removed. -If the
motive of bounty operdtes upon her Majesty’s naval officers, then
there is no ground for indignation at the imputation of its ‘opera-
tion; and if 1t does not, the law itself is nugatory. - ' '

When his lordship intizates that I failed to apply to'‘‘authentic
.sources” for information, he forgets entirely to whom I addressed
my letter of December 1, 1844. Whom else'did I address but ‘her
Majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at the
coast of Brazil? On the 1st December, 1844, I transmitted to him
my letter, and on the l4th of the same ‘month, he replied in the
form of the copy of his letten hereto appended. .
- On the same day, and not until after I received your excelléncy’s

- reply, did I address the Secretary of State of ,the United States,
iving him all the information upon which the message of the

resident of the United States was based. Who can say that I did
not-apply to the most authentic source ? ,

Who can say, after this létter of your excellency, that I was not"
at liberty to rely'on my statements as .correct? If not correct,
was there any thing in.your excellency’s reply which intimated it ¢ .
If there had been the least intimation to that effect, my corres-
pondenceshould cheerfully, on my part, have cgntained any andevery
correction, and had stricken from it every error brought to my con-
viction. -His lordship isin error, then, when.he says that ¢ Mr.
Wise has lent his ear’” to charges “ which are contrary to. truth.”

"I regret that a person occupying the distinguished position held by
the Earl of Aberdeen, and writing'that which was d%_st'ined.not only
to be published to the world, but to be made the foundation of a
formal despatch, should have taken so little pains to understand the
text of his commentaries as entirely to misquote it,and should have
reflected so little wpon the facts as, in the face of a letter to her
British Majesty’s minister, to have made the charge against’a
United States minister, of -not inquiring ‘‘at authentic sourcés,”’
and:should have comprehended so little the object or point of the
United States minister, in stating the allegation of charges by
others against British cruizers, stated only with a view to remove
the ocauses of imputation, as' to h8ve made it the occasion of
gravely charging him with lending his ear to charges contrary to.
-the -truth. T presume your excellency was not interestéd  in
deceiving me; and to you I applied, and your reply contsineéd no
.correction. His lordship is equally in error as to the time I was
-in Rio de Janeiro before I acquired my information. I~ was here’
precisely four times the length of time which he asserts, four'
‘months instead:of four weeks. ' But four’ weeks were enough time"
iniwhich: to - hear of-every imputation of which I informed you.-

Four ‘Weeks are time:enough in 'Rio to  hear move triths’ in' respect

to-the slave trade than a person scrosy-the Atlantic would conceive:
of in a-lifetime. - The charge of Bastil'y'ﬁnblisliing’v#hdt'_l addressed
to-your excellency; rests upon the federal executive; nqt’upoh’ e, '
thotigh: T am ready to bear all the weight there 'isinit.s "If higlords"
ship had: comprehendeéd the' facts of the' whole' éase, and' my objects:
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and .motives; as well as your excellency does, he would ‘have lent
-himself to.no .such:erroneous chargesagainst a foreign minister who
has been using ‘his ‘vtmost endeavors,in the discharge of his official
«uty, to aid British policy and laws and their due execution; and
his lordship ¢ would have expressed ‘himself in very different’
terms.” - The indulgence of such expressions towards a sincere and
active friend needs a caution lest it suggest to the enemies of
British.policy, the impu*ation upon the foreign office itself that it
does not desire to have.its errors corrected. The good opinion of
his lordship is too high.and worth too much, for its loss to be
hazarded in fu '.e by telling the foreign office plain truths in
respect to the execution of British policy regarding the slave trade,
which may be unpleasant to hear. RN . .
His- lordship next:adverts to my bringing ¢ forward the more
sweeping allegation, that the obvious effect, if not design, of the
British efforts .on the African coast, is'not.so much to suppress the
African slave trade, as to monopolize the African. commerce, and
particularly to exclude the trade there carried. on by the United.
States.” . ‘ : >
‘And he proceeds to speak of the injustice to Mr. Wise, of sup-
posing “that he would blindly and groundlessly give his sanction
to the imputation of dishonorable motives on the part of the
British government.” , e
Now, as to this, as well as to otlfer like portions of his lord-
ship’s despatch, I must repeat the protest, that I do not *bring
forward?’ these allegations; they are brought forward by others,
and so I stated. And neither “blindly,” nor ‘‘groundlessly,”
nor in. any other way, have I in my letter, given my sanction to.
any imputation of dishonorable motives on the part of  the British
government,  And the imputation cast-by others is not so much,
perhaps, upon the motives of the British government, as upon’the
conduct of those who are entrusted with the executlon of ‘its laws
on the coast of Africa. The British government is looked to, on
the contrary, to correct and reform the effect, if not the design, of
their conduct in many -instances of outrage perpetrated ‘on the
commerce of the United States on that coast. But his lordship
“instructs your excelléncy, ‘“to beg Mr! Wise to “state to you, the
reasons which have induced him to record such a chargein' his
letter; and the public measures, if any, of her Majesty’s govern-
‘ment, to which tlie charge “has reference.” I regret exceedingly
that: his lordship should have deemed it proper-to give your ex--
cellency 'any such- instruction, because it has the-‘dppearance, at.
least, of: a challenge to enter upona reply of crimination and re-
.crimination.. -Supposing, however, that his lordship’s real intent
was to seek. for truth and ‘information: only, and protesting:that
nothing: could: have been, or can be, from first to last, farther from
my:motives and intentions than to-east- reproach; or to:excite con=
troversy, or unpleasant-feeling between {he'two great governments,
which;above. 2ll .things, I desire: to" gee ‘brought “into the' most:
friendly- cSoperation and concert of action on the subject of “the
slave trade; and-with the-main: 6bject only of removing obstacles,
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which I clearly see to exist in the way of .the execution of -either
their joint or separate policy, I proceed. to illustrate the reasons
‘and the measures which he instructs your excellency tc beg me to-
‘state. - - o o
As'I have repeatedly said, there are two main foreign interests
connected with the slave trade of Brazil. One is British, con-
sisting in manufactured goods, wares, and merchandise. The
-other is American, consisting in vessels,. The goods are the very
pabulum of the slave trade, its purchase money. . The vessels are:
the carriers of them,as well as of the slaves. 'The factories on the
coast are .the depsts of both slaves and goods, and their harbors
are -the rendezvous of the vessels. Now, in the first place, it is
asserted that as betwcen fhese two interests, the one, thatis the
goods and factories which contain them, is rarely disturbed since
the time of the burning at Cabinda, by the British cruizers; whilst
the vessels are watched, and visited, and searched, and captured,
with the utibost vigilance, and even American vessels under the
United States flag, after their goods are discharged and-safely
stored in the factories without molestation, are subjected to the
most rude and harrassing, and often oppressive and insulting in-
terruptions in what is-called their lawful trade. Again;to give
an instance. On the 21st of September, 1844, I furnished your
excellency with copies of the evidence taken in the case of the
brig Cyrus, of New Orleans, abandoned at Cabindo, on the 2d
June previous, by her master and owner, Dumas, in consequence
of the violence and outrage perpetrated on him, his vessel, and the
flag of his country, by Cuaptain W.. Bosanquet, commander of
her Britannic Majesty’s sloop, or brig of war “Alert.” It is
unnecessary -to_recapitulate all the circumstances of this outrage,
as they have been already furnished, I. presume, by you to her
Majesty’s government. After being visited once politely by an
officer of her Britanni® Majesty’s brig of war Heroine, commanded.
by Captain Toote, on the 1st of April; after being allowed to dis-
charge her cargo fully,:(on the 13th of April,)at Cabinda; and
after being forcibly searched at sea by an officer of her Britannic
Majesty’s .brig of war Heroine, on the 6th of May; she returned
to Cabinda, whence she put to sea again, and, on the 22d of May,"
she was chased, fired upon, boarded and forcibly . searched again by
her Britannic Majesty’s sloop or brig Alert. She returned again to
Cabinda, on the 29th of May, her captain being confined at that
place by sickness; and on the 2d of June was again visited by
Captain . Bosanquet of the Alert, who proceeded to .open her
hatches, to go into the hold and examine the vessel fore and aft;
to threaten the master. for refusing to comply with.a demand; for
his . papers,; -to claim charge of the vessel; to.go .intoithe «cabin,
rushing. violently over: and trampling under’ footithe ‘American:
flag, though-forbidden -by.the master, who claimed:its protection
to demand. the log-book ; to threuten- to ‘ake.it -by-force ;. to:-de~
mand the:-ship’s ‘?npe;,a-:; to assert that he had written:authority :to
do-all; this ;. to .demand, the, key -of.the -master’s trunk . to get-at
the. papers therein ; to.order ap, ‘officer and'ia negro. to go-into the-
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-cabin and to break open: the master’s.trunk, whi :
papers..taken out'and delivered. to Captnin? Bg;:il:d‘::: -d:': i;tffi’f.‘
the. papers, though demanded back’; and finally, to force the master:
and crew to abandon the vessel, he, Captain Bosanquet, declarin
that.he did ¢ not care a damn for the American flag.” ’?After th%f'
vgg}s_e_l:u. was thus abandoned by the compulsion and force of a
Btitish cruizer, under pretext of suppressing the. slave trade she
‘'was taken by persons unknown, and, it is said and currently’ be-
lieved here, a cargo of several hundred slaves was:.run over in her.
to Brazil.  About the same time, at the same place, there were’
three other vessels, the Agnes, the Monte Video, and the Ganneclifft
which -had sailed, the Agnes from England, with a full cargo of
British goods, and the two latter from Rio, with cargoes chiefly of
-goods of British manufacture. Under precisely the same circum-
stances of suspicion as the Cyrus, they were permitted to land
their cargoes without molestation at a notorious slave factory
which was left undisturbed, and they were allowed to remain off
.and on about the harbor, and finally, they were sold, and shipped
each a full cargo of slaves to Brazil with impunity. When Captain.
Dumas arrived here in the French vessel Guatamozin, to protest -
before the United States consul, is it to be wondered-at that he
indignantly -inquired, why it was that the only innocent vessel of
the four was thus insulted and oppressed; why he was searched
-and pillaged, and compelled actually to abandon his vessel?  He.
could imagine no other cause for it than that he hailed last from
New Orleans via Havanna, when the Agnes hailed last from Liver-
pool,and the other two from ports in Brazil,all three with English.
goods. - Is it strange that he noticed the fact that his vessel was.
_harrassed by visit and search when the others were not, and that:
the (Yr)oods and factorics were not disturbed, whilst he was compelled
to abandon his vessel? This is one only of a number of like.
.cases, and is it to be supposed that the masters, shippers, and.
.owners in the United States, will not in such cases draw the in-
ference, and plausibly too, that British cruizers intend to drive
-off from the trade to Africa. American vessels carrying American
.cargoes, but that they are not either desirous or active to prevent
‘the trade, in English goods? They do draw such. inferences and’
.do express them, too, with the strongest protestations of . their
‘truth, and ‘the most indignant protests against the conduct. of
British cruizers, whether authorized or not by her Majesty’s
.government. e TR
Facts like these were the .reasons which induced Mr. Wise, not:
himself, to ¢ bring forward the more sweeping allegation,”..but
to record it as brought forward by his countrymen to whose com-
plaints ‘he is bound to attend. . - : P
And, after what I have said, it is hardly necessary for me to addy
‘that the public measure of her Britannic "Majesty’s government,-to,
which the ‘charge has reference, is “the. exerdise, by authority of
her Majesty’s government, of the pretension of visit and search of.
Amefican vessels, in a manner partial and much more offengive 1n
practice than :;t is in prifciple, as asserted of lafe. - ,
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- In the next place, his lordship says: ¢ that the fair answer to the
charge, that the slave trade is supported by British merchants and
capitalists, cannot. surely have escaped Mr. Wige; that the drticles
required for the licit and illicit traffic are, in great part, the same;
and, therefore, that, as these articles are manufactured, to a large
‘extent, in Great Britain,,.it must sometimes happen that Bl'm§h
goods will be employed in the slave trade.” His Jordship really
must indulge me wrth great plainness of “speech in reply to this
answer.” He must allow me to tell him that it is anything else but
fair, either in fact or form, and that it has filled me with no little
gstonishment and regret. Astonishment, that such an answer on a
subject supposed to be so thoroughly understood in Great Britain,
should have proceeded from the head of the foreign office of her
Majesty’s government; and regret, that, whilst T am bound to
ascribe to this fair answer the utmost sincerity, and candor, and
integrity, I am compelled to attribute it to a total want of correct
information. Tt is an answer which surely could not have escaped
me; for, during my researches into the trade of the African slave
eoast with Brazil, I have heard that same defence set.up, if once,
perhaps one hundred times. I have heard the very samc urged
again and ‘again in defence of the unlawful American, as well as
British trade. The vessel owners of the United States use the
same fair answer precisely: “ The vessels used for the licit and
illicit traffic, are of the same class; and, therefore, as vessels are
built extensively in the United States for sale, and, as they seek
the best markets for them in Brazil and Africa, it must sometimes
happen that American vessels, after they are sold, will be employed
in the slave trade.” It is hard for a conscientious officer, of either
Great Britain or the United States here, who is trying his best to-
make his government comprehend the true, as distinguished from
the pretended, state of the slave trade between Africa and Brazil,.
1o treat such pretences, such mere. impositions and acts of the
odious traffic, upon the belief of even enlightened persons at a dis-
tance, with calianess and patience. I say, again, therefore, that I
mean to pay his lordship all due respect, when I tell him that I
pay no respect at all to this ¢ fair answer.” ' T believe him ta be
incapible of coming short, in the least, of the utmost opposition to
the slave trade, when I tell him that it'is but an old trick of- that
trade. ‘I am sure that he believed this answer to be fair,” or he
would never have given it, when I tell him that het Britannic
Majesty’s envoy and consul, both, at Rio de Janeiro, as well as'the
minister of the United States, know it to be; in form and substance,.
in spirit and letter,y inconsistent with the true state of facts, and
wholly unfair. Tell it not in Onim, Cabinda, Quillimane; Lorenco
Marques—nowhere on the slave coast: of Africa~publish it n'ot in
thestreets of Bahia, Pernanibucc, Victérin, Rio de Jaheix‘dé'Sanfw—
nowhete on the coast of Brazil! - R
. I cannot believe, for one moment, from what I have known of
their'"dispositions and ‘ acts,; that her Britantic Majesty’s o cérs
in Brazil, envoy, consul, commissioners, and naval commarnders,
all have failed to commuuicate true and full information ‘on’this
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subject to her Majesty’s government. Tt is so palpable here, that
the children and the slaves know the facis..” Any candid’pergon
can attest the truth of what I have said in respect to the employ="
ment of British capital, credit, and goods in the slave trade. It:
cannot. be possible that your excecllency has not informed your
government of it, and his lordship must have been so much"
engrossed by higher anl more pressing matters of state, that he
cannot have given due attention to what you and Mr. Samo, par-
ticularly, must have sent home for the information of her Majesty’s
government. But the task is thrown upon me to scrutinize this
answer. It will help the cause of suppressing the slave trade
10 do so. @ '

“ Articles required for the licit and illicit trqﬁc.”

Premising that, in speaking of "the traffic, licit or illicit, to the
coast of Africa, I am to be understood always as having reference’
to the slave coast of Africa—that is, places where slaves are regu-
larly, and on a large scale, bought and sold at all for this market,
I ask your excellency whether you can tell his lordship what is the -
licit,and what is the illicit traffic, as distinguished from each other,
between the coast of Africa and Brazil? T cannot; and, were his
lordship here ¢ four weeks’” even, I would convince him that he
could not distinguish the licit from the .illicit traffic. The whole’
trade between Brazil and the African slave ports is one concaté-*
nated slave trade. The slave trade is the primary,the major, and’
the'other is but the secondary, the minor trade, ancillary to the’
traffic in slaves. _ ' , S

‘Manoel Pinto da Fonseca, for example, at the head of a large"
company of slave dealers, employs a regular line of packets on'the-
coasts of Braziland Africa. I-}I)e has his factories—that is, ¢¢stores;’”-
and regular depbts. for goods, provisions, and slaves, both in Africa
and Brazil. His head quarters are at Rio deJaneiro. He employs
a number of coasting vessels to carry, to various points, the requi-’
site ‘'supplies. The coffee, rusks, crackers, farinha, black beans,
jerked beef, rice, sugar, and cachaca, or aguardente, are the'pro*
ducts chiefly of Brazil. ‘These are the chief provisions of-the’
employees, and the slaves, and the crews of vessels. What is riot
consumed by the captives themselves, is necessary for the persons
engagéd at_the slave factories, and on‘tboqrd'thpﬂ_'slavq;veqsels‘agﬂ'
their tehder§. ~Brazil has no currency to remit to Africd; and,"if
she 'had, money is not the medium. of slave 'purchases”in Africa.”
Dry goods, cotton, cloths, velvets, &c., anil toys, gewgaws, beads,
ornaments, and gunpowder, ind muskets, and aguardente, are used’
as the products for purchasing slaves. A vast proportion of ‘the’
dry %oods,’"a_q‘d‘t}le posder,. and muskets, and a great vgrxg;;r;of‘
articles, under the general names of “fazend.as"gst;ang‘exrg;,{ oF
“ mercadorias e varios generos,” are of English manufacture, an}i
many made expressly as ¢¢panos da costa.”’” When the stores’ of
provisions, goods, water casks, &g., &¢., dre‘all collected at, the
time #nd place desired, by the coasters, then vessels"of a larger
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olags are chartered, or brought to run the goods over to the fac-
tories, and to bring the slaves back. Some are bought to bring
back. the cargoes of slaves, and the most aré chartered to carry
oods over, and” to be tenders to -the slave vessels and the slave
actories. For example, the Agnes, and the Monte Video, and the
Ganneclifft, were nearly all three about the same time bought to
carry cargoes of goods, and bring back slaves; and did each bring
a cargo of slaves; and the Sea Eagle, and other vessels, were char-
tered only to take over goods and passengers, and bring back the
crews of the slavers, The Porpoise was the tender to the Ken-
tucky and the Panther, perhaps, and I do not know how many more
. vessels, of late, to the Pons. Now, I venture to say, that the out-
ward bound cargoes of all thése vessels from Brazil were of the
same general description. Look at'those of the Pons and Panther,
and some other vessels, which have lately made voyages, and the
¢ despatches,” of which are hereto appended. And here, I will ob-
serve, that the only mode of getting at the déscription of cargoes
taken out hence to the slave coast is, by looking atthe daily reports
of the Jornal da Commercio, under the head of ¢ Exportacgao,
Embarcagoes, Despachadas,” and ¢ Despachos de Exportagao.”
“These show the uniform description of the cargoes to the coast,
and the identity of the persons by whom they are shipped.
The Pons was captured with 900 slaves on board of fher, and her
cargo out was much less suspicious, apparently, than that of the.
Panther, which vessel was captured without a slave. See the
deposition of Captain Graham, hereto annexed, which. states how
unaccountably this vessel escaped with her slaves on board, three
days in.sight of a British cruizer. She was captured the 4th day
out by the United States sloop of war Yorktown. The sloop
_run up the British flag, and the slaver the United States flag. I
pick up a paper whilst I'am writing—tlie Jornal, of the 13th
instant—1I find this entry: :
Africa—Bergantim Amer: Frances Ann, de 346 tons, consig: J.
Birckhead: manf: 40 pipas aguardente, 1 barrica café, 10 barricas
~boldcha, 3 barricas arroz, 2-barricas assuear, 2 barris toucinho, e
rezexp: 100 barris polvora 34 volumes fazendas estrangeiras, 8 caizas
espingardos e mindezas.” ' e

:Such is a pretty fair specimen of the general description of these
slaye cargoes.  Now which of the articles are licit and which are
illicit? Under the laws of the United States, one is as licit as the
other,, They all, however, are used for the purposes and objects
of the slave trade, just as much as are water pipes and shackles. .~
_ AFam; all:these vessels are alike pérmitted, with ‘these cargoe‘s,
freely to pass and repass across the Atlantic, and to harbor on the
coast.of Africa, and openly and freeély discharge at ‘the slave fac-
tories. . The contracts with those which are sold, are, that as soon
as they have discharged the last parcels of goods, théy are to be
delivered to be the carriers of the slaves; and the rest are chartered,’
at very high prices, to return for more gaods or to transport them
drom: one . port to another in Africa, where they may be most
required, taking backward and forward, all the time, the crews and
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agents and employees 6f the slave trade as passengers. “Ahd ‘whilst
carrying these goods to and fro, the vesséls themselyes, as’ well®as
the goods, are unmolested. If American Vessels, they are preferred;,
because their flag does'not'acknowledge the right of visit and
search.  But to carry the passengers, goods, provisions, &c., &c.,
the vessels may beé and are as often of other flags, such as Sardi-
nian, (they are as often used as Americ'an,e’_ French, Portuguese,
"Brazilian, because though they are of searchable flags, yet these fair
cargoes of goods are called licit, and they may smile when their
holds are examined, and can unload at the factory of Fonseca, con-
signed to his agent, Sr. Cunha, at Cabinda, in open day, with per-
fect impunity. Now will his lordship tell us whether it isany more
criminal to sell and to send to these slave-dealers these American
vessels, than it is to sell or send to' them these British ‘“fazendas
estrangeiras e mercadorips ‘e varios generos?’ If you will take
away the food and clothing of the slave trade, and the purchase
products of slaves, there will be no slaves at the factories for the’
vessels to transport. These licit goods, like these licit vessels,
are alike on the ocean and at the factory under perfect protection,
up to the very point of time when the goods are delivered’ for and
in consideration of the slaves directly, and when the vessels are de-
livered up for their shipment. What is thedifference between the
British and American participation in the'guilt? What is the dif-
ference in point of time of delivery, as well as of moral turpitude?
None. If the American flag protect the vessels up to the moment
of the shipment of the slaves, so does what is erroneously termed
the lici¢ character of the goods protect them up to the very moment
of the shipment of the purchase of the slaves. Is it worse in law
or morals to furnish the means of ¢ransportation’to the slave trade,
than it is to put the very price of slavery in its hands? Is it not
the same to allow that price to go and be deposited in its place in
perfect safety, as it is to allow the vessel to be sailed to her ren-
dezvous of the slave market? Is the shackle which binds more a
part of the trade than the piece of cotton cloth which buys the
slave? His lordship would, doubtless, return the same answer to.
these questions which I would. The smallest articles of luxiry
which are sent over for the agents and employees in Africa, are
parts and parcels of the slave trade. | Every comfort and every ne-.
cessary, used by the principals and employees, enters into 1t as well.
as the slaves themselves. The incidents, without which the traffic,
could not be, of could not so’ well be carried ‘on, ought to be
regarded s illicit as the principals, and ought to be . as vigilantly
pursued; seized and destroyed. Until they are, the ‘prmplpaﬁs; with .
various success, will surely thrive in spite of efforts aimed solely
at their extermination. As I'said in my letter to your excellency,
the very wax and.ivory and gold “dust, which constitute a small
portion of return cargoes, is brought. down on the heads: of
the slaves. These. products ate shipped in the chartered vessels,
and the live stock is shipped‘on board the vessels sold. = =~ . . .-
“But to' proceed. His lordship says, * It ‘must sometimes happén
that’ British goods will be employed in° thé slave trade.” Here:




is a monstrous error, mosf unaccountably imposed upon his lordship.
‘It must’”’——unavoidably, of course—‘‘sometimes happen!”’—now
‘and then~—not. often, but rarely, and. at. irregular intervals, ‘“fall
out”’—by .accident, not design—¢‘‘that British goods’—a few of
them, I suppose, is meant—*‘will be’’—by the slave dealers who
purchase them, not by British manufacturers and merchants, is im-
plied from the context—¢employed in the slave trade!’ I call
.upon’ the British authorities to undeceive her Majesty’s govern-
‘mﬁnt on this. essential point of the traffic. ; _
"""1st. From what T have said, the employment of British goods in
the slave trade 'to the vast extent of their present use and appro-
’pi‘i'é;.tio'n and consumption for its purposes, is no¢ wunavoidable.
The goods may be seized in the vessels which are liable to search;
they may be seized in the act of being discharged in the lighters
and launches-of the slave factories, and the factories themselves.
‘They may be seized ouytside the marine league of Brazil wherever
found. Such ‘cargoes as {I have described sold to M. P. Fonseca
or B. de Sa, cleared for kthe slave coast, are prima facie in Rio
de Janeiro, to be employell in the slave trade..

~ 2d, They are designed |by the very British manufacturers and
merchants, in the capital ¢f Great Britain herself, for the uses of
the slave trade. In proof|of this, I produce a circular from what
I am told is a very large axul highly respectable house in London.
Its caption is: i B

¢ FORBES, FORBES & CO.’s CIRCULAR. ”
No.LXXV , Loxvox, 164 Jan., 1846.

It 'is stamped with her Majesty’s government penny stamp.
After giving the ‘transactions in cotton, indigo, &c¢., &c., and a
general review of trade in the London markets, it adds a

‘“ Posteript,—24¢4 January, 1846, 7

-~ It gives her Majesty’s speech, &c., and then proceeds to ¢prices
current of East India and China, produce in London, &c., &c.;
and finally, to the head of, ‘ prices current of cotton goods, Man- .
chester, 30th December, 1845.” Under this head it cites, “grey
«cottons, white cottons, Yorkshire goods, silk goods, colored
;,Epo'ds,”:tand lastly ¢printed cottons.” Under colored goods it
has the following : “Panos da Costa, 70 and *72 inches, &c.,”
enumerating to the Rio de Janeiro dealers a great variety of arti-
cles known universally to be;the “coast goods,” the uses and pur-
popes. of which, eo nomine, are, equally notorious. ‘Printed by

pp'§gph"_ Blades,. of .‘:Ngi.'”’ll,:_f.‘ — place, Kennington Lane,” &c.
‘;;l!,_.;i;‘lsgly'su;ch goods did the Agnes and Janet both ship in Liver-
‘Ppool. - v

"-This looks very much like happening to be design. This is. the
7I5th" circular of this house; «a,ta_gi_.,hbiv:,gxx_smy otherghouses,-in‘.Gnéét
;Bq}a.,l_'t‘x have been sending precisely .such . circulars to the great
slave’ mhrket of the world, I know not. But, thirdly, I.do know
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that the ¢ panos da costa,” the powder, the muskets, &c:, are sent,
not now and then only, but regularly, in the way of business,-on a
large scale.. The manufacturers and merchants cannot but know -
that- these. goods are. made of a peculiar pattern,.from the fac: of
being required for. the slave trade, and .that they are ordered and
intended for that traffic. .(See the papers.furnished to your excel-
lency by Commodore Purvis, and by your excellency furnished to
this legation, found on .board the Sooy.) You see, then, a specimen
-of what,goods will, and what will not suit the African chiefs. And
in the report of Archibald Reed, commander of her Majesty’s brig
Racer, to Commodore Purvis, of August 21, 1844, his lordship wili
find that an English resident at Bahia, ¢ by the name of Goads;”
was implicated in the transaction of the Sooy, and that ¢ there.
were, augmented disclosures, apparcatly, of Frenchmen, (Gentois
and Pailbot,) our own countrymen,’ (Englishmen,) “and Ameri-
cans aiding and abetting.” And in the letter of Commodore ur-
vis to.-your excellency, dated October 7, 1844, he will find that he
says:-‘‘ Papers which have been placed before me implicate an
Englishman and a French house in Bahia; and I cannot but believe
the Americans who sailed in-her from Bahia equally culpable; so,
in this instance, is developed the impropriety of conduct of natives
of all three countries so. strenuously opposed to ‘the inhuman
traffic,” &c. An official letter from G. W. Gordon, consul of the
United States at Rio, dated October 21, 1844, addressed to me,
states the testimony of an affiant, named Bigelow, to have been,
that four were Americans and onc was an Englishman, of the crew
which navigated the Sooy from Africa to Brazil withi the cargo-of
slaves on board. The man Pagé, onc of the crew of the Kentucky,
was-an Englishman. With your excellency’s approbation he was
sent, to the United States, with his own consent, as a witness.
Again, I state it as a motter of belief, that a large number of the
vessels which are sailed as. American, or under the United States
‘flag, over to Africa, for the purposes of the slave trade, are secretly
sold, and, in fact, are not American, or entitled to hoist the United
States flag. I state this as.mere matter of belief; because, if it
were susceptible of clear proof, the evil could be easily,and would
be promptly prevented and corrected, by the American authorities
here refusing to grant the necessary papers to navigate v-der.their
flag. Most of the vessels sold, or intended to be sold on the coast,
.when they depart from ports of Brazil, discharge their American
crews, if .they can, and ship foreigners. Such was the case, for
“example, Both with the, Panther and  the Pons. And the factof
discharging Americans and shipping foreigners under the flig of
‘the United States, by a master bound to the coast of Africa, is, in
itself, a strong ground .for suspecting an intent to engage 1n the,
slave. trade. . Many of the foreigners thus shipped are: British sub-
jects; and I have good: reasonsy not amounting to -proof  sufficient,
however, to justify their statement, for believing that many of the
vessels thus secretly sold; and which thus ship foreign crews, are
purchased by British subjects. : I have no doubt that- British sub-
_jects are at. this moment. running- the_American: flag :against- the
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English and French blockade, both at the river Plate and in the-
slave trade; so that they not only do the slave trade brokerage and
furnish capital, credit, and goods for its prosecution, but.are really
inculpated, as well as American citizens, in the abuse and:prostitu-
tion of the United States flag to its uses and purposes, and in'the
business of furnishing vessels and transporting slaves. . -
But farther, and far more important than all this, T tell his'lord-
ship, without the fear of contradiction by any one-at.all conversant
with the: facts, that the whole system of trade between Africa and
-Brazil, and between Great Britain, Brazil, and the United States,.
and the-trio of relative tariffs between them, tend to favor the slayve
trade, and te aid the British brokers, manufacturers, and merchants,.
and the American vessél owners, who have a combined interest in.
its profits. This may startle his lordship, but it is nevertheless
true. I appeal to your excellency for the truth of this position.
- .I'regret exceedingly that there is no source 1o which application
can be magde for anything like full or correct statistics on' this in-
teresting point. Every source of information here is interested -to
blind and deceive those who are seeking truth with a view to reme-
.dial measures. The alfandega and c¢onsulado accounts of imports
frcmy and "exports to Africa, are, to a vast extent, concealed, and
the trade embraces an enormous amount of smuggling, which can-
not, of .course, be stated. But still there are some few important.
facts which, however imperfectly stated, may enable his lordship-
to form some general conclusions approximating to truth, '
I have before me the best statistics which I can procure of the
trade of Rio de Janeiro: : : , : o
. No. 26 of the Rio Mercantile Journal, edited by Isey Lievy,
printed by J. Villeneuve & Co., Rua d’Ovidor, No. 65, dated
Saturday, January 24, 1846, and purporting to contain an annual
retrospect of trade for the year 1845, . ' '
. In the first place, I have looked in vain through this for a'state-
ment of the amount of tonnage employed in the trade between
Erazil and the coast of Africa, as compared with the value of its
stated imports and exports. Such would the excess of tonnage be
found to be, over the amount or value of cargoes accounted for, as.
doubtless to astonish any one with its amount of tonnage, which
must, as. there is no other way of accounting for it, necessarily be.
employed in the transportation of slaves. - - . - = . b
.~dn this retrospect we find only: e : :
.~>1st. . That- the whole import: trade from Africa was done. by, ®
‘American, 1' Hamburgese, 2 Portuguese, and 3 Brazilian vessels, in
all, 7—tonnage, 1,491. - Cargoes, of what they consisted, and value
.not stated.. "This, I:presume, may be taken as the utmost measure
of the licit-import trade from Africa to Rio for:the.year 1845, -
-+In the table No. 3 of- the comparative’ importation from" foreign
covntries of principal articles in 1843, 1844, and 1845, and the re-
spective ~3uantilies received. from each country in 1845, Afrita is
not named. . \The ‘truth is, that the impeits from Africa to Brazil,
saving.a little wax, ivery, and gold dust,snd a-few birds and other
specimens; of .natural history, and-ezcepting slaves, are, in a com-
mercial point of view, hardly worth naming.
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. Ezxports:
2dly.. Wq’fs'ee:, : " :

1st. That the whole export trade of Rio employed 881 vessels, of
274,955 tons; aw increase of . 1845 over 1844, of 13§ per.cent. "Of
.this number there were: :

With full cargoes....).vveviecinecrcsscenriecnassnniensess 513
In part Jaden with produce...veeeeee veenesvenessienscsanse 33
With foreign merchandise.sveses vaeeevesnirasvesnssseneeses 42
With invbice'd Cargoes teePte senvre sern o voo..-- csss e s 72
In-ballast-.-:ov vessesenes ..‘w-o"oon 1P e RN g e s s 52

——

Total having foreign'destination..eoveveivvravass 712

2dly. Where these vessels ivere respectively bound to' is not
steted. But in table No. 6, showing the destination, by countries
and ports, of produce of Brazil exported in 1845, with the number
of vessels and tonnage of each nation employed in its exportation,
we have, exclusive of the Cape of Good Hope, to the dependencies
of Portugal alone, in Africa: In 14 American vessels, of 4;484; 2
French, of 463; 1 Hamburgese, of 190; 25 Brazilian, of 3,819, 3
Portuguese, of 685, and 4 Sardinian vessels, of 721 tons—in all, 49
vessels, of 10,362 tons. Exports -of Brazilian produce accounted
for: 70 bags of coffee; 169 cases of sugar; 80 tanned half hides;
1,872 bags of rice; 3,649 pipes of rum; 1,240 rolls of tobatco, and
6 barrels of tapioca. For the returns of all this Brazilian produce,
and all these 49 vessels of 10,362 tons, to-Portuguese possessions
dlone, we have the imports of 7 vessels of 1,491 tons only, from all
Africa. And many important articles, such as jerked beef, the pro-
duce of Brazil, not given. It is stated as exported coastwise only.
- 3dly. The destination, by countries and ports, of foreign produce
and merchandise re-exported in 1845, with the number of vessels
and tonnage of each nation employed, &c., is not given. But
under the head of: : ' , '
“Foreign merchandise imported direct and coastwise, shipped
coastwise ‘and re-exported, and produce entered inwards, and
cleared outwards, coastwise, in 1845, we have: :
Exports the growth, produce, and manufacture of Brazil, coast-
wisey in 1845: . : ' )
Coffee, 8,274 bags; hides, 9,137; half hides, tanned, 5,480; jerked
beef, 170,552 -arrobas; rice, 16,591 bags; rum, 862 pipes; sugar,
1,?,65- cases, 86 boxes, 3,879 barrels, 911 bags; tobacco, 36,874
ro R S. , . R e . - v . . .
Under this head: there is no doubt a vast amount of exports goes
to Africa. o ‘ " ' o
" Aglin: ‘“Foreign merchandise, exported coastwise, in 1845:7" °
+. Ale and porter, 5,912 casks; arms, 482.packages; ‘brandy, 122
pipes; butter, 2,668 firkins; candles, 819 hoxes; cardles, tallow,
1,466 boxés; cheese, 848 ‘boxes; - coals, 771 tons; ,@g’gﬁh, 6,667
casks; copper, 66} tons; cordage, 1,626 coils; earfh@stvare, &c.,
3,298 packages; flour, 26,339 barrels; gin;* 9- pipegy:7;340 dozen
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stone jugs, 1,600 demijohns, 850 cases; gunpowder, D25 kegs;
hams, 32 c'\sks, 135 loose; hardware, 417 packages;’ ifon; :91. tons,
28,792 bars, 1,782 bundles; iron hoops,-20% tons, 1,384 bundles;
|erked bnef 47,805 arrobas; lard, 282 kegs; lead, 327 bars,‘75 rolls,
leather, curned 296 packagee, le'Ither, wrouvhf, 290 packages;
mess beef and pork 44 barrels; nails, 1,060 packages; oil, olive,
393,900 boxes; oil, fish, 198 casks; oil, linseed; 85 pipes, 1,162
tms; paper, 1 3.)4 pack'\ges, pepper, 377 bags; piece goods, 20, 605
.packages; plt(,h 282 barrels; raisins, 6,214 boxes; ravens ducL
1,052 pieces; rosin, 2,849 b'mcls, sail cloth 3,065 pieces;. salt
4‘33 110 alquieres; S'lltpetre, 310 packages; shot 1 ,166 kegs; soap,
'7,:20 boxes; steel, 573 cases; tar, 595 barrels; tea, 1 329 packages,
tin plates, 342 bom.s, tob.t(,co, 117 packages; turpentme 4 barrels,
156 tins; vermicelli, 3,995 boxes; vmeg’ar 464 pipes; window glass,
671 bov.'es, and wine, 4 212 pipes, - Of thls——but what proportion,
I'am unable to aamrtwm—-a large quantity is undoubtedly shipped
‘to Africa. ‘

‘Again: “Merchandise re- expoxted to foreign ports, in 1845.”

Ale and porter, 295 casks; arms, 487 packages, brandy - 166}
. pipes, 1,997 demijohns; butter, 431 firkins; candles, 612. boxes,
cheese, 121 boxes; co'tls, 2,245 tons; codfish, 1,884 casks; cordage,
3 coils; deals, 605 dozen; emrtheuware, 147 packages, flour, 20,620
barrels; gin, 99 pipes, 787 dozen stone jugs, 700 demijohns; gtm—
powder 16,130 kegs; hams, 4 casks, 404 loose; hardware, 222 pack-
:ages; hides, 101,819; iron, 240 quintals, 3 281 bars; iron, hoop, 112
‘quintals; 164 bundles Jerked beef,- 16,419 "lrl‘Ob'lS, lard 402 kegs;
lead, 2 rolls, 5,098 l)ars, leather, curried, 3 packages, leather,
‘wrought, 29 packngé‘s lumber, 329,265 feet mess beef and pork,
222 barrels, nails, 43 casks; o1l, olxve, 260 pipes, 4, 279 jugs, 317
boxes; oil, fish, 41 casks; oil, ]mseed 8} pipes, 132 tins; paper,
230 packuges, pepper, 176’ bags; pzece goods, 4,570 packages,
_pitch, 6 barrels; raisins, 852 boxes; raven duck, 14 pieces; rosin,
5 barrels; sail cloth, 606 pieces; salt, 8,910 alquieres; saltpetre,
447 bags; shot, 89 kegs; soap, 7,869 bm:es, steel, 25 boxes;
tar, 8 barrels; tea, 74 pa(,kages tin plates, 4 boxes, tobacco, 39
;packages; vermicelli, 1,000 boxes; vinegar, 20 pipes; Wine- 1,178
pipes. Except a few articles shipped to the river Plate, nearly all
_thie exports under this head go to Africa.

Next; whence is this amount of foreign merchapdlse, thus 1ezex-
-ported from Brazil to Africa, chiefly. unported into Brazil?

By table No. 3, showmg the - compaxatwe 1mportatxon, &c, we
ﬂnd that
‘Out of 24, 294 casks of ale and portex xmported into Bran], in 1825,

there were from. Great Britain, cocvesioseeetatione voii 121,993
Out of 19,573 firkins butter, there were. .cooveveiver i 15,’783 '

31 »872 quintals codfish, there  Were..ovosvevvie ., 27 823

302 tons copper, there were. .. ivevn sovsvoyoes 1302

,- 22 28 coils cordage coirythere were."aes oo aenn %669
o i packages hardwarey.there were.: weeseis 35840
, 5‘2tons1r0n, there, were............z:e--.“. 2452‘
%tons hooP lt-on, there Were e ie e 0 00l eee KR hc-n ok 175

" 2d¥bundles: ‘hocp iron, there were..coeesonnse 24
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Manufactures-of— . . , .
31,160 packages cotton, there were.oveee.ivuees 20,000
‘2,263 packages linen, there were...coveaveeaise 1,992

183 packages linen and cotton, there were..... 131
3,888 packages woollens, there were.eveee ovuee. 3,161
666 packages woollen and cotton, there were., 368

9,748 boxes soap, there were. veveve covevean s 7,058
2,467 tin plates, there were* """ cocvervinenn e 2,367

From these statements, very- general and imperfect, still some”
important deductions may be drawn:

Ist. That the number of vessels and amount of tonnage employed
in the export trade from Rio to the dependencies of Portugal, alone
in Africa is, in round numbers, seven times greater than the num-
ber of vessels and tonnage employed in the whole import trade
from all Africa to the same place. This is apparent from what is
stated, but if we could ascertain the whole amount of exports which
is known, but designedly not stated, and the amount of smuggled
exports, which is known only to be very great, to all Africa from
all Brazil, and compare the tonnage and vessels of licit imports,
we would find the excess of the former over the latter to be so im-
mense, and to be accounted for only by the importgtion of slaves,
and to be the most proximate measure we could arrive at, of the
extent of the slave trade between Africa and Brazil.

2d. That a vast amount of foreign produce and merchandise is
re-exported from Brazil to Africa, and

;3d. That of the foreign produce and merchandise, thus re-ex-
ported from Brazil to Africa, the principal part is necessarily of
British produce, merchandise, and manufacture.

It is known that the principal part of this foreign produce, manu-
facture, and merchandise, thus sent to Africa, is employed in the
slave trade. I would say, a vast proportion of the cost of slaves
and of the incidental expenses of the slave trade, is paid for by pro-
duce.of British growth, and goods of British manufacture.

Next: how are these British products, manufactures, and merchan-
dise paid for in Brazil? o :

We have seen how little of licit imports there are from Africa,
to enable thc purchasers here to pay for foreign or British goods.
All other imports from Africa, embracing every thing except slaves,
would not bear any proportion scarcely to the foreign products and

-merchandise re-exported to Africa. And there is no circulating
medium in Brazil, which will bear taking -out of the country,in
payment for articles of commerce. The British manufacturers and
merchants dare not take the slaves in exchange for the goods which
purchase them. There is no6 such thing as cash,and there is barter
only for coffee, sugar, rice, hides,.hair, and horns. . o
- But Great Britain almost totally excludes these slave-grown pro-.
ducts of Brazil. The British merchants cannot send the ‘coffee of
Brazil home; they sell their goods to the Brazilian and Portughese
traders, Who send nearly all of them, over and above the amount
corisumed in Brazil, to.Afriea; in exchange for slaves. The goods:
are paid for in coffee hereji(on long credit for tlie piece goods, as
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his lordship wlll see by the accompanyingretrospect,) and the coffee
is sent the United States, where it is a free article. Out of 1,208,062
'gags of coffee exported from Rio in 1845, 551,276 went to the United
tates. : :
~ As his. lordship will see by the retrospect, 630,787 bags were
shipped by seven houses alone; and in only two. of these seven
houses, Maxwell, Wright & Co., and Charles Coleman & Co., have
the Americans; as far as I am informed, any interest.

Such is the routine of trade in the quadrangle of Great Britain,
Africa, Brazil, and the United States. British merchants sell the
goods here which purchase the slaves in Africa, and take coffee
which finds a free market in the United States. -

There are certain serious corollaries from all this.

1st. His lordship cannot fail to see that the restrictions in the
British market on Brazilian products, and their comparative free-

~dom in the markets of the United States, furnish available proceeds:
in the warkets of Brazil for the manufactures of Great Britain, in
competition with, and to a great extent in exclusion of, their own
manufactures.

2d. That the British purchasers of coffec in Brazil come into suc~
cessful conlpetition with the merchants of the United States, and
do the much larger business in that article in their own home market.

3d. That in proportion as British goods for the coast of Africa
are exchanged for coffee here, to be sent to the United Statesy so
is the rate of exchange increased against them, as between them
and Brazil,

4th. That the vaccumulation of Brazilian cofféee, belonging *to.
British merchants in the United States, increases the rate of ex-
change against thenr, as between them and Great Britain.

5th. That the exports of British goods, from Brazil to Africa for
slaves; increases, pro tanto, the price of coffee in Brazil chiefly
against the United States. . .

From this his lordship may see the mighty array of interests*on
the part of British manufacturers and merchants, and of* Brazilian
coffee raisers and dealers, in favor of the slave trade.. '
= 6th. The least interest of all, and the only interest which the
trade of the.United States has of the same sort, is the navigation, in-
terest; and that is lessened immensely in value by the effect of our
reciprocal treaties of commerce and navigation, particularly with
Swegden, the Netherlands, and Denmark. Swedish, Bremen, and
Danish vessels, constantly compete with our own vessels, in.carry- .
ing trade to our own markets. If the slave trade was. effectually
abolished, the price of Brazilian coffee would fall immensely im-
mediately, because 'the African chiefs have-not, except slaves,
‘wherewith to pay for British goods, and the amount of them now
‘required to purchase slaves would no longer find a. marketin Brazil.
The interest which the United States have in lowering the price of’
coffee for their consumption, and in diminishing the double rate of
exchange against them, is far greater than any pavigation interest -
which their citizens possess in the transportation, of coffee. and of
slaves. If the slave trade was_ abolisifed; and the United States
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were to put a. moderate revenue duty only, on coffee, what would
‘become.of. the market in Brazil for'a vast amount of British goods?
-And_how miich.rate of exchange would be saved to the trade of the
United Stites? , And how much more of American manufactures
than there are now, would be let into the markets of Brazil!. This
shows clearly that the interests of the United States, or their trade,
or citizens, are not the interests which uphold the slave trade.
They.arci.rather those of the trade, and citizens of Great Britam
and Brazil.. Indeed, I am more than ever confirmed in the convic-
tion that the largest interests in the world, next to those of Bra-
zilian subjects, now favoring the slave trade, are those of a.certain
class of British manufacturers, merchants and capitalists.  Her
British Majesty’s consul at this port was compelled, since my resi-
dence here, to issue the.appended circular, and Sir Robert Peel
himself, in the House of Commons, March 19, 1845, in debate on
this very subject, admitted that there was too much reason to be-
lieve that British manufacturers and“merchants were engaged, and
British goods and credit were employed in the slave trade. He-
was, at all gvents, not prepared to deny the fact. E

If his lordship inquires ‘‘how law is to be made (in the lan-
guage of Sir Robert Peel) to reach the application of British.capi-
tal tothe continuance of the slave trade;’’ I can reply vnly that.
iy purpose is, and was, to show onl”, whatever may be supposed
or said to-the contrary, the fact thau there is such an application,
on a large commercial scale, of Britsh capital, to the continuance of
the slave trade, in a variety of ways, directly and indirectly; and
that -next to the largest interest in the world is the interest of
British commerce in. the continuance of the slave trade. The reme-
dy, the correction of the evil, is not for me to determine. In the.
connexions in which I have viewed the subject, his lordship will
see a vast field opened to serious study and reflection.. Great
Britain sends as three to, and takes as one only from, Brazil.
The United States sends as two, and takes as three, from Brazil.
Great Britain taxes the products of Brazil very heavily, whilst’the,
United States admit the chiefof them duty free. Yet Brazil makes’
no discrimination in favor of the produce and manufactures of the:
United States, and the latter furnish & rich market for the available
proceeds of the manufactures of Great Britain, sold to the exclu-
sion of their own in Brazil. .It is very apparent, from experience
under this state of things, that the restrictions of Great Britain on.
Brazilian products in, her markets, and the freedom from duty of
the same products in the markets of .the United States, do not tend.
to suppress the slave trade. ' My purpose is, and has been merely

to show the fact that large British interests do exist, and operaie.
most powerfully, to continue, the slave trade, far greater, too, than
.any American, except Brazjlign, interests.. And that his lordship
ought not, for one moment longer to believe only that must ¢ some--
times happen,” only ¢ that British goods will be employed.in the
slave irade.”” They are not unavoidably nor accidentally, but de-.
-signedly. and_systematically, and regularly, on a large . scale, so.
-employed. In these causes, too,. pel:_hap_s his ‘lorglsh:p may see why
Brazil does not impose the discriminations against British goods,
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authorized by the act of 1840. And though this matter’is beyond
the complete control of the British,y or of any free goverfimerit;.
which may be truly admitted, and though the British laws have been
framed in the strongest and most comprehensive terms, to 'prevent
British subjects from being engaged, directly or indirectly, in the
slave trade, and though there cannot be a doub! of the sincere dis-
positions of her Majesty’s government to enforce those laws; yet
his lordship must, on the other hand, admit that this matter is,"toa
grea-t".cxtent, if not completely, within the control of the British
overnment, and the British laws are not so perfect as not to be
possibly still susceptible of imnportant amendment. They may pro-
babjy be made to reach cases, and classes of cases, coming within
them, against which they have never as yet been enforced. I have
from the beginning been confident, in justice to the motives of her
Majesty’s government, that if it could only be convinced of this
as I am, it would, with the promptness and good faith and integrity
of moral intention which have'ever distinguished it on this subject,
amend the frame, and force the execution of the British laws. His
lordship next turfds to the course which I had ventured to récom-
mend, for securing a more cordial co-operation between Great Bri-
tain and the United States, in the suppression of the slave trade.
1t was wholly superfluous for him to decline the discussion of the
topic of visit and scarch with me. I not only had no instructions
to discuss that subject as an independent proposition, but I can tell
his lordship that; as such; I would not consent to be ¢the recog-
nised organ’ to discuss or treat of that subject with any power on
carth. As a citizer of the United States, I would never give my
consent that the fcderul exccutive itself should ever again enter--
tain its discussion. No discussion is necessary. It is left; where
I trust it will remain forever, assimilated to the doctrine of muni-
cipal ‘search under the British common law, the act of visit and
search to be trespass or not, and to be trespass with indemnity or
damnum absque injuria or not, according to the circumstances of
the cases as they may arise. I, therefore, never intended to discuss:
this-topic independently, but ventured to point to the fact only of
the pretension as an obstacle, 3nd a scrious one, too, to the cordial.
co-operation of Great Britain and the United States in the suppres-
sion of the slavetrade. As such, incidentally merely, did I submit
it as worthy of consideration by her Majesty’s government. If my
suggestion was founded on a misapprehension of the rights claimed’
by her Majesty’s government, it was certainly a misapprehension)
caused in great part by the attentive perusal of his lordship’s‘own’
able and perspicuous writings in 1841; and, as to the practice of”
the British' cruizers, that is hardly to' be mistaken in such glaring
cases as’that of ﬁhe'Aqferics}n‘brig'b.C' rus. . Lo i
+In-reply'to the hope expressed by his ordship’that the Am'erican
*lag’ and American seamen’will' not long continue to “eross and re
cross'the ocean with impunity, sharing actively in the prosecution’
of the'slave trade, &c., and that justice sliould not fail to reach the
criminals in"the cases of the Aghnes, and the vesscls associated Wwith
her, I-am happy to inform him that ‘the master and mate of the'
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Monte Video have been tried and convicted, and sentenced to se-
-vere fineiand: imprisonment; that the person who sold the Agres
was arrested and tried, and escaped only by reason of the absence’
of the most material witnesses; that the Sea Eagle was engaged, it
appeared, in what is called-by common consent, but very erroneous-
ly;-dici¢ trade only; that the Porpoise was seized in the harbor of
Rio, even 'at.some risk of giving great offence to national sove-
reignty, was seit homey and the vessel and master are now under
arial; that Clapp, who §6ld the Ganneclifft, bas just been airested
in the Panther, and-sent -home, and the news is that his: trial at
Charleston, South Carglina, has eventuated in his conviction; -that
a numler of other cases of arrests, and seizures, and trials, prove.
the earnestness and activity of the authorities and government-of
the United States to fulfil their own dutics, to maintain their own
jurisdiction, and to vindicate their sincere dispositions to meet all
the ends of humanity, and all the desires and wishes of the:good
on this great subject, by a faithful execution of their own laws. -
The course of decisions in the courts, and the current of public sen-
timent in the public mind-of all the States of the Union, are strong-
ly set against the state of things so strongly deprecated by his lord-
ship, and he may rely on the soundest state of moral feeling exist-
ing north and south, east and west, throughout the United States, on
this point. In turn, may I not, withont necessity of disclaiming a
tone of retort, or a spirit of recrimination, in the same kind temper
as that of his lordship, expressthe hope that the American flag and
vessels, in future, may not be tempted 'so strongly as they have
been; to ship goods to-the slave trade in Africa, directly from Eng-
land herself; that British goods will not long continucto cross and
recross the ocean with impunity, employed actively in the uses and-
purposes of the slave trade, and supporting it until béyond cven
the moment when its miserable victims are safely stored-in the
vessel’s hold, and the success of the infamous adventure is more:
than half secured? The facts which I have adduced, as to thespar-
ticipation in the guilt of the slave trade by British brokers, manu-
facturers, merchants, and seamen, are so clear, that it is scarcely
possible to conceive that they can escape unpunished. Their prac-
tices, as I have traced and described them in the ‘case of the Ag-
nes; are becoming of more and more frequent occurence on the
" coast of Africa. There is not a slave factory on that coast which
may not, from time to time; be found stored with' English goods. -
T tfust that they may 'in future be frequently visited, rigidly-
searched, and unsparingly destroyed by the armed cruisers of all
pations bent ‘upon the successful suppression of the slave trade: "™
In the next place,my recommendation that the ministers and con~
culs of Great Britain and the United States, in Brazil, should be
clothed with full powers to drrest culprits, to summon‘witnésses, to’
hold examinations'and to require bonds;'and to-send culprits and wit-
nestes-home, is not so impracticable as at first view it appeared 'to
his lordship. The execution and sanction of these powers ficed 'niot:
depend; so much as his lordship thinks, upon the will of tlie sove-
reignty ¢ in quo.” ¥ It would be very desirable to obtain, if possi<’
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ble, a stipulation, by treaty or convention, of such reciprocal
consular powers. But if no such-stipulation can-be obtained, still
Great Britain and the United States have the -power‘of creating a
sanction to their respective laws for the regulation of their. respect-
ive citizens and subjects abroad, which no.nation on earth have to
the same degree and extent. Next to. their pure and sound. judicia-
ries, that which most distinguishes the mother and daughter nation
from all others, is their real and sacred protection of:their subjects
iin-foreign lands. At no time of the worldgin no.period of Roman
history, was the privilege of claiming, “\I.am-a-Roman citizen,”
half ;80 _precious or half so proud as that-of now claiming British
‘or United States protection, especially in-all South America. It is
apart of the old common law liberty which clings not so much to
the force of arms as to the.ermine—the civil justice of these coun~
tries. To one residing here, it appears-a feeling incredibly strong,
amounting to an affection, a sympathy, and a sentiment as holy as
a sense itself of religion. It seems stronger in the lower and
weikery than in'the higher and stronger man, for the reason that,
as the »ne feels more humble and impotent, he needs the more some
stay, support, and defence. Those who can get the protection of a
British or United States consul in Rio de Janeiro are, or think they
-are, safe from all harm, and fear no oppression nor necessity, nor
want, nor danger, because they are sure that their countries will
take good care of their own children. How useful then might this
principle, this pride,. this glory of protection, and the dread of
Josing it, be made in sanctioning the powers of consuls to suppress
the slave trade! Could it not be established that the citizen abroad
who should take refuge under a foreign jurisdiction to oppose,
thwart, and defy the powers, authority, and policy of-his own gov~
ernment, should, for the time of his default, forfeit its protection?
Could not the consuls be authorized, upon reasonable grounds of
suspicion, to call upon parties to submit themselves to examination
and proof, and upon witnesses to testify? And if parties and wit-
nesses.should disobey or contemn or delay to submit to the call,
"“would it be inconsistent with the tenderest.rights of ‘civil liberty‘to
require of consuls to retord and report the defaulters. and their
nanses, and to declare that, from that time forth, until due submis-
sion, protection should be forfeited? What would become of these.
recreant_subjects then? Claim of them all' their duties to their
country still,but deny to them its privileges until they should duti-
fully obey its Jaws, and let them be subject to all the impositions,
until then, of the country where they may be found. In Brazil the
fear of impressment in the army and' navy alone would force wit-.
nesses, at all events, to. come forward and testify, in lieu of incur-
ring: thewe risks, 4if not parties to submit voluntarily to consular
authority, and to go.home for trial. At.all events, truth for the.
objects.and ends of legislation, if not punishment, could be’ got ati
in this, way without. resort. or offence to .any foreign jurisdiction -
whatever.: The regulations. of this subject, of course, should be
well guarded,and the consuls shoild be held to a responsibility in
proportion to the extent.and delicacy of their powers, for any.abuse
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or perversion: of them. The United States, -particularly, imight
grant powers to swear masters and owners; and:even consignees, as'
- to whether a vessel was or was not.to be sold, to whom, for ‘what
trade, where to be delivered, to cause manifests to be produced; to,
refuse papers in all cases of reasonuble suspicion of an nnlawful
intent, and to notify naval commanders ‘of thesailing of vessels
unlawfully, and to request them to search any upon the high ‘seas,
reasonably suspected of transporting slave cargoes. British and
American consuls ¢ould b: instructed: to notify and. inform each
other of all just grounds of suspicion in order that cruizers might
be on the alert—the British, the United States consul, for example,
that a large amount of coast goods were just imported from Great
Britain, and wcre in the market; to look out and see whether they
were sold to those who usually chartered and purchased ‘Awmerican
vessels for the slave trade—the United States, the British consul,
that such goods were sold to such persons and were shipped in a
vessel, herse!t probably sold to the slave dealers, and thata British
broker had done the business. Then the vigilance would be in-
creased and the nroofs multiphed and preserved.  All this now is
totally wanting, and it is even dangerous for a United States con-
sul to act efficiently against crimes daily staring him in the face.
A British werchant, at the river Plate, wants un American flag to
run the Parana, or a Brazilian slave dealer waats it to runito the
coast; the vessel is secretly sold, as the consul most reasonably
suspects, and will be sailed contrary to our laws, yet he can do
nothing but suspect.  If he refuses to deliver papers, the American
master defies him to do it at his peril,and threatens suit for private
damages for the least delay even. The consui can adwinister no
oath to test the ownership. This want of power aids the slave
trade, and many other practices against the laws of the Uuited
States, imwmensely. The sanction of the forcign government is not
needed for many powers and regulations which might easily be
conferred and made, and which would be very eflicient, whilst per-
fectly consistent with both international relations and the personal
liberty of citizens. I regret that I cannet here go into this subject
with the proper details and illustrations. Let both governments
call on their foreign agents for reports on the powers needed by
their officers abroad. Why cannot consuls be given magisterial
powers of like nature and commensurate ywith those of common
justices and conservators of the peace at home, ‘““mutatis mutandis??
But I must pass on to assure his lordship that [ am thoroughly
convinced of the great care, attention, and wisdom with which the
acts of parliament on this subject have been framed, with'a view to
prevent the possibility of any delinguent escaping. They deserve
all the commendation bestowed upon them by Lord Stowell, and.
no one could have been fartner than I ever was from impeaching
them, as far as they have gone; or for not intending at least.to- go
far enough. I mecant only what I mean now to say, thdt, notwith-
standing: the "great fitness and the broad and sweeping extent of
British lawe, they may be somewhat, if” not much, improved, and:
may be safely carried, as I have shown, safely ‘as:.ivell as. con-
4
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silerably. farther :than ,they have: ever. yet gone; as to.the. means
and powers:of -executing them. . The offences are.well enough de-
finedybut the: fveans, of reaching :proofs: and of executing arrests,:
and compélling:submission:to jurisdiction, are not-sufficiently pro-:
'vi'dethf:fgrtha'nka-his.Iondship-éfor ‘the.copies of British :laws with
which-he has:caused me to be furnished by your -excellency. They
are :valuable to: this office. . I regret exceedingly that it is-not sup-
plied with sundry documents of the United States which I.would
desire to-furnish -to- the foreign office of Great Britain in return.-
An!interchange. of ‘the 'sort at times might prevent many miscon-
ceptions and errors on both sides. I will write'to Washington aad
yequest certain documents to be forwarded, through her Britannie
Majesty’s minister, to-the foreign office of Great Britain. - Finally,:
his lordship proceeds te add: ¢ Mr., Wise’s last advice is, that
Great Britain should, by all means, change her policy of waking
apprentices..of the Africans taken from the slave trade.”.- This
brings me to:.the.review which I have already said I had intended .
to address:to-your excellency, in May, 1845, of. the debate in the
House of Comnions, March 19,1845, of the questions then proposed
by Mr. Aldam, and of Sir Robert Peel’s reply thereto, respecting
the mespage:of the President of the United States, of February
20th;. 1845, transmitting to.the two houses of Congress copies uf’
despatches from the American minister, at the Court of Brazil,
relative to the slave trade. : :

- My, observations on the debate will reply satisfactorily, I trust,,
%o this part.of! his lordship’s despatch. o

~Mr. Aldamiiquoted from the message the following passages:

«¢¢The slaves; when captureed, instead of being returned .back to:
their homes, ore transferred to her colonial possessions in the West
Indiés, and made the-means of swelling their products by a system
of -apprenticeship for a term of years. It must be: obvious that
while these large interests are enlisted in favor of its. continuance,
(referring to the slave trade,) it will be.difficult, if not impossible,
10.suppress the nefarious traffic, and that its- results would beyin -
effect; :but-a:continuance of ‘the slave trade in another cruel formj;:
for it can.be matter of little difference with the African..whether-
he is torn from. his country, and transferred to the West Indies as
a.slave.in.the.regular: course of trade, or captured by a cruiser,:
“transported: {0 :the same place, and made to perform the same labor-
as an .apprentice, which :is at present the practical operation of the:.

X . et >

po]icyadoptedr” i deaht oo i .. BN R EIIEEE .
- :.The questions which he propounded .were, first, whether Mr. .
“Tyler had:been correctly informed? And, second, whether he :had.
any groundsifor representing the.condition of the liberated Africans..
as-no -better:than thatcof:sldvesl« : live s it Wl is
.1 must-beipermitted.to.say, that the. true import: of this passage:.
of the:message of President. Tyler was wholly misapprehended and
misapplied, both by the:questions and the answers to them. ; It-has;
zeferencey notso: muchy if> at . all, to the condition ofthe liberated .
Africabs in: the. West. i ndies or-other- British colonies,.as: to. the
question. of: what.disposition other .than that .of .apprenticing them.:

3
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true policy and humanity::dictate:.! It ‘medns’ not: to- referifo the:
treatment of recaptured -Africans; as to its'severity, o its restrainty
or freedom ‘of ‘will as compared: with that ofslaves; so'much: asitoi:
the principle wWhether, if' Africans ‘may: be bound-to servitudefor
one term’of -years, ‘why, may not the: slaves be permitted to hold:
them for life?: It complains- not of the treatment of apprentices;
but denies the soundness of the principle upon which apprentices:
at all were made of liberated Africans, ‘It is in that sense, and’
that sense only, that-the- President asserts it can be a matter of
litile difference with the African, whether he be torn from his
country and transferred. to the. West Indies, &c., for if the right
exists to do that and bind him to serve for five years, the right.ex+.
ists to tear him away from his country and transfer him'to bondage
for fifty 'years, or any period beyond the duration of human life..
Such was the true meaning of the message, and to prove ‘this, ¥-
appeal to its history, which is as well known to your excellency
as to myself. - One of the first objects which met my eye on enter--
ing the harbor of Rio de Janeiro, was the British flag flying over
the hulk of the Crescent. On inquiry, I was told that ship was"
kept here as a receiving ship for the Africans captured from the.
slavers. . What is done with them was a material question.

“¢The most of them are sent to British Guiana, and the British
‘West Indier, and other colonies, and*they are there bound to serve -
for a term of years.”” This was the information obtained from all
sources. I arrived here on the 2d of August; 1844, and the first
case of the slave trade calling ‘for my action, was that.of the'brig-
Sooy, of the facts of which, by this time, I presume, both the gov-
crnments of Great Britain and of the United States are fully in--
formed. That case led to a personal interview with your excel-
lency as early as the latter part of September, 1844. The conver-
sation turned, of course, on tlie means best adapted to suppress the -
slave trade. 'T urged various obstacles to its suppression, which -
could be removed by Great Britain alone, whose governmeni was :
anxious only, I was confident, to adopt the. course best calculated :
to effect the ends of its own avowed policy. The claim to. the"
right of visit and search, the bounty paid to. the officers of British"
cruizers, the practice:of apprenticing the recaptured Africans, were,
among other causes of obstruction, named.: The conversation as- -
sumed the fact of the apprenticing as still existing; and it was noty -
according to my. recollection, corrected: by. your excellency. :As!
early as-the 1ith -of October; 1844, I submitted "to my own gov--
ernment whether, under our treaty with Great Britain; some inqui---
ry should. not be instituted to:elicit information-as to the mode of -
apprenticing recaptured Africans.in her colonies, stating .that I:
considered it prejudicial to.the policy:of both:countries. for the:-
suppression of thesslave trade, on the:principle I'have-already ad-:
verted to. ! It admitted the right-of captivity and servitude::  Soon::
"after. this, the astounding. facts in -the "case of :the Agnes:were de-:
veloped: - Of this-case; in-alliits details; showing the.connexion-of*:
English -brokers; manufacturers; and ‘merchants,.with our:vessels in*
the  African-slave trade, your excellency was:duly-informed:by my :
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letter -of :December:: 1, 1844.: In-a spirit:.of -the most friendly:
counsel; I ventured: to. enumerate: certain steps:for the suppreasion:
of the. slave.trade, which- I deemed: worthy.of the. consideration of.
the: British: government. Among others, that Great. Britain-should:
By ‘all means:change her policy. of making apprentices of the Afri-.
cans captured from the slavers. I adverted to the principle I have
mentioned as urged most potentially against such a policy or prac-
tice.. .That there was.such a system, policy, or practice still pur-
sued, was.thus assumed again in: wy written corresponrdence with
you. It'was not mentioned in any upbraiding spirit; nor in any.
recriminating sense. Far from it; and your excellency did not so
understand it, but on the contrary, your excellency’s note of De-
cember 14, 1844, a copy of which is hereto appended, returned
to me your acknowledgments for the letter, &c., and without inti-
mbting that I had committed any error either of intention or fact,
in, the assumption in the letter that the practice of apprenticing
Africans: captured by British cruizers in the British colonies still
prevailed, you announced the intention of immediately {orwarding
my letter to your government. You certainly undersiood me as
sugresting nerely, in a tone of the most profound deference, that
the abolition of the fact, or practice, or system of apprenticeship
‘would remove all cause for imputation upon the motive or moral
of the British- governmeut in liberating the Africans; that it would.
remove the argument involved in the question, ¢ if a right to bind
to servitude for five ycars, why not”’ a right to bind to servitude
for fifty. years ? that it. would remove the interest which individuals
desirous of acquiring apprenticeships might have against the sup-
pression of the slave trade; and, above- all, it was to suggest—no
matter whether -Great Britaiu still compelled - or only allowed of
the system or practice of apprenticeship; no matter whether it was-
a system of law or of liccnse only, still, no matter whether it pre-
vailed or was abolished in any and every sense—that there .was a
better;system than any. which was or had been pursued, which
might be.adopted, and which. would tend as’effectually as'any other
one cause or course to strike at ‘the root of the evil in Africa her-
self. - This was to restore the Africans to their native land, there
to instrrct them.in manual labor or .other schools, and thence to
send them as missignaries of light -into the surrounding darkness.
“This would be to . establish a moral power.in Africa, to break up .
the trade there by the influences of civilization and:Christianity.
Such-was the spirit of my letters to you and to the government at
“Washingtoun, and of the President’s message to Congiess.. There
‘was not the remotestintention : of. reproaching’ Great: Britain. with: -
the imputption of -treating the liberated Africans.as'no better:than .
slaves, hor of:representing thei¢ondition::of - the liberated:Africans
as-no betterithan: that: of slaves.: You: may judge of my surprise:
and;niortificationg then, when': I saw - 'the message of the President.
‘of-tke;United:States 'spoken against' as an .insidious attack-upon: -
Great::Britainyanil treated’ of in-the British:parlidment: as aspersing ¢
British-policy. ¢ You.~will.-pardon:'me forsaying: ir “thisJetter—"
really ‘mebnt:totveéxplajn and: justify: a course.not:’ /:nded-to bei’
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. ¥ffensive-~that Mr. Aldam’s questions did.not rise to the, morail
elevation: of.the message, nor. did Sir-Robert.Peel’s answer respond
to its.true and . just:spirit.. Why ‘ask whether .the President. had
any grounds for. representing the condition of the liberated: Africans
as no better than that of slaves, when the import of. this message
was:merely that it was urged, and might be urged with plausibility,
that there was just as much right among any portion of mankind
to enslave Africans for life, as there -was in Great Britain to bind
them to servitude for a term of years? , o .

In commentirg upon Sir Robert Peel’s answer to Mr., Aldam, I
have to say more than-a word. He says that he * regrets the Pre-
sident has sent a formal message, &c., without accurately ascer-
taining what is the condition in the British colonies of liberated
Africans.” The reply to the regret is, that the presumption is,
that liberated Africans are liberated, and that bound Africans are
bound. Sir Robert Peel adds, ¢‘ I must also say, that if the Presi-
dent of the United States should think it -expedient to appoint a -
commission for the purpose of going to the West Indian .colounies.
of her Majesty, and ascertaining percisely the condition in which.
those who were slaves now are, there'wil{ be every disposition on
the part of thée British government to facilitate the'i quiries ‘of
that commission, &c.” If this tender of facilities to .a commission
was meant to imply that the President or any agent of the United
States had been officious or'intermeddling in looking into. British
policy, respecting the condition of Africans in the British colonies,
it is an offensive imputation, the error of which needs: to-be. cor-

-rected. The world i1s witness of the fact that the United States
have insisted and striven most earnesly to stand aloof from all.
Joint jurisdiction with other powers on this .question. They have
demanded and insisted on'nothing more strenuously. than that other
.powers should not intermeddle with their municipal or separate und

-independent jurisdiction over their own citizens, vessels, and flag.
They have not demanded as a right; but. resisted the attempt. to
visit and search the vessels of other powers in time of peace.

-They have confined themselves to the superintendence and govern-

.mentof their own citizens:and their own vessels and flag alone. And
Sir Robert Peel is to be informed, it seems, that if the President .of

.the United States should think it expedient to.appoint such.a com-

:mission as he proposes, it is doubtful whether he alone is not too

:limited in his executive ppowers: to do .so; and :the entire govern-

:ment of ithe United- States would. not certainly.disregard the settled

1policy of .non-interference with the domestic ‘relations of. other.na-

-tions, so far,as to adopt the suggestion:of the right honorable bar-

-onet.. . To' do. so- with- theircbnsent, however; wounld not be to

‘sanction -an. example of...the. British government, of, which .the
United. States have just.ctuse to,complain, I mean.the instructions

-of ithe, Earl, of i Aberdeen to.the British:consuls, to inquire intoithe

-condition iof slavery i theiUnited ;States,- descending. to the. very
‘inquiries-of. how the.slaves were fed: and clothed:by: thpir;masters,
{and-to.report thereon, without,notice;to. either. the Federal or State

‘governinenta of: the: Uniohy or tothe awners.and; proprietors. whose
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‘very homsetends were thus invaded and'it might have been iendan-
'gered: " Buthowyin!fact, did'my bdm‘y‘xﬁdni‘dhti‘éhmud!ﬁhc"Pre‘sideﬁt’s
rm‘vs’sagef,% based: fhereon;:come-to :be 'made?:“Did  eithier, uncalled
forjdnd ‘without inducement 'of the/British'government, or opposed
'to ¢t every'or'avy disposition®di ita>part,’” obtrudé themselves upon
‘Britishaffairé, questions, of interests? ‘I appeal to-you, sir;'to at-
‘test to the tfuth of the denial of any such imputation.. Again and
‘againy at-vatious times'and‘in' -almost. -every form, the British gov-
-ernment, its officers, and agents, most justly ‘and truly complained
thet: itizens of ‘the United States, and foreigners; were using and
ablising theirflag for' the purpose of the infamous‘traffic. - = =
* Your’excellency had recently, when:I ‘arrived-here, notified:in
writing, ‘my “immediate  predecessor;; Mr. Proffit, of this abure.
The' truth:and-justice of the complaint, in spite of my wishes to
the contraryy presented themselves 5o 'forcibly to my own observa-
tion} that/no honest mind could resist ‘their admission. There: is
né'govérnment, there:are no: officers'of any ‘government; who re-
gret:the truth and jirstice’ of this complaint more than the govern-
meht and officers of the:United States. . They preténd - not to: pal-
liatej'norito justify, nor'to-deny'it. - The authorities of the United
States‘dt Rio“de Janeiro earnestly and honestly; asyour excellency
cap’'vouch, “set themselves to ‘the task’ of correcting the abuse.
Upon' tracing and examiningiits‘true natare and secret history, they
‘found certain’existing causes for' it, in-which, to-a very great ' éx-
tent,’ British subjécis and British interests were involved. " They
fount’that certain British manufactirers'‘and ‘merchants and capi-
talists and brokers, and certain. ‘British ‘interests ‘besides, were all
concerned in-holding ‘out such temptations toenlist the vessels and
flag of the United States in'the: slave trade as to make it extremely
difficult,. if not:‘impossible;: for the United - States, by their own
separatelaws and efforts, to restrain the evil'-und ‘wipe off ‘the ‘re-
proachi: - They foundobstacles' to ithe performance:of what: they
wetré/tequesteéd ‘to do-by 'the British' authorities which; as:belong-
ing'to its sole’jurisdiction, the British-government-alone ‘could i@-
move.: ‘Was it notfair, was it not in good faith then to'say, ¢ We
ddmit the justice 'of ‘your-complaint.” " Itis:truethat United States
meérchant vessels‘are:chartered and sodd, ‘and their flag is used - in
thig trade ' made piracy ‘by ‘their Jaws.  This should be-prevented
and prohibited: Blut we find ‘ thut 'your citizens':at-home, subjects
-gbroad, “and capilal-vand-labor at home and abroad, are, to'a: great
sextent, employed-iniénhancing and paying:a” price for-'this crime
-against both our policy and-laws: dnd” your own: i Now lwilllyou
icay aid!usin ‘complyingiwithiyour! own’ redsonable:and hu-
‘mané tequedty'and with®olr own philanthitepic-desires; byirestrain-
‘Fhig. your: subjects’from-aiding -and abefting: and: tempting: ‘our citi=
gena in'tle eommissioh of these very-offenves and:! wronps?: And
‘Willyou please destroy certdiniinterests:which aré.allowed by: éither
Juw ortlicenye toiexish fw‘-iehiﬁf‘?@w jutisdittion, and:whick dre:ar-
Faye¢d fnguidstr the Srhole) policy of suppréssing ‘the slave i tradul’
Among. otherinterests; williyou pleaseidestroy-the interest:which
Masrérs hiavelin the servicey- off liberated< or recapturéd=Africans?
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{Williyrou: please: remove; the argument:from.theéilips ofislavirs,that
slavery itself stands on the very principle sofithvoright. ofi appren- -
iticeshipl««Not:that youitreati younr apptenticesadike slavesy of freat
sthem badly:at:all, but that theylareimade:coptive. likeslavest The
-comparativeiseverity: and ¢, denial of:free will?\iginotsin:the issues
‘but it-isthe.comparative dight.of captivity wiiich isinxolved: . Aye,
' not that-it-is not: even-humane and:politic and propeérto:hold.these
captivesiin somé stateiof ‘pupilage. It is wise{politicyandshiimape
itoidorsos:. Itis what onghtito bexdoneis The: question: isyin what
'state of pupilage? .(Theistate of apprenticeshipyor oftsefvice for
-years:in-the British.colonies, is:not the ;propér;stategiang.if «thigy
‘are: retained by authority in- no.state .of.pupilage they ought:to-be.
"Fheinew:negrods are:savagesuntutored,uncivilizedstarnfrom! their
tribes; tanght 'nothing-but: ¢#:mdn’s {inhumanityto,,man.?! . They
are unfit-to be perfectly: free..and they :ave{utteslyincapehble: of:ap-
.preciating orienjoying all-the rights . .ofifreedom;,: They must:be:
‘trained to. liberty, fitted for.its .arduousi.duties, 7and .be nade; duly
iresponsible. foritheir performance.!:-How?:Restorethem:to Afri¢a,
not.to-theirinative tribes nor their.nativeé state, but to.emancipated
icolonies,to:Sierra. Leone, toiLiberiayitosthe:Cape . of:iGood/Hope,
any where »in:Africa-where; ‘they can ‘be prutected; from a:second
.capture hy slavers, and:; where they-may:be ediuocated and:taught
‘the: arts of civilized:life, and:bei madé” captives.dnlyito f.the glori-
ous:liberty of the light.of the.gospely”. and! whereby sthey-may.be
made, in:theihandsiof \Providence; thelchief. instruments of: restor-
ing the land to.which they-are restored,.and of. subserving:madte
-eficiently: than:navies can,;.the wise and humane ipolicy of;sup-
pressing-the.slave trades: =i oo e i Dras il s
;1. This;would remove all shadow:of imputation- upon your -motives
by thoseé: who . interestedly.ialledge::your. philanthropy: to be.but
.comnierce;: and: your ‘humanity. but idollars..and iicents; ‘and: this
wouldidestroy:one interest;-at least,:which: would :maké . comnmeice
andidollars:and cents. out of 'your;:-philanthropy and: humezityyand
criminals.of: our:citizens,: and; an ‘agent;.of-mischief; of our flig.
Was thisinot a.fair-and:friendly:responsel « How inapt, tlien;ito its
good: faith.iand .good;feeling, the, implied. taunt. of officiousness
against  those: who; thus .merely responded 40 a:complaint:and; did
not make one;;andhow.ill sorted to the: dighity.of the: subject;and
totthe! propriety: ‘of .its treatment, was:theiapparent spifit-of recrim-
ination:swhichucheered; thatitaunt in the house oficommons.  The
only-justification forieither the taunt/or,the spiritis;ithat:they.both.
proceeded from;mistake. .. But:how:strange, that with:theimessage
quoted:by;Mp. Aldam,:he. .should. bave mistaken it; soswide as:to
ut-his second tllogical interrogatory,;and, that the right.lionorable
baronetiishould -haye falleni into; the same error, and-followed its
sequence;inzhis answer!.and that:the latter should;iin:the:face jof
the message, have said, @ The message to which the honorable gen-
tlemyn’ nefersyiannouncey  that, onithe.capture ofia: negro.intedded
for:slaverysithat pegra-is.sent;to the ; Wiest. kndia. colodies,-is.sub- -
ject to.an:apprenticeshipfot: asterm of; yents.durisg. whick:hiexis
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litteatadrpretly. nedrly jwith itke game severity dnd: demdl; ofefyeerill
- i the tsl:{tp'fp.frfgiﬁvepy‘f[??:._\.mf‘- gogryEmdl eoainin Lial gnniads
ti11] Wavesthds fav‘merely-followed the debate inithe:commonsydnd
by doirg: Sotsim fallyrawaresthat-Iymay ‘be told -that-inliall Ishdve
gaid t-hﬁisrfai-%esgiéégg og ‘apprenticeships, "l am'myself illogicaly.in-
-uginuch s theiright Honorable; baronet iin: the: next sentence said,
146 Nowsin: point:of fact, the:slate of .apprenticeship is :altogether
eabdlit{hird' vin'ithe;West Tudia colonies:? i Nowy I'say thatsis;the
heteryspoint ion'whichy by seeking:d little, further: informationithan
' the right:-honorable baronet: has given;-I wish to set myself right.
7The ‘terme: here hised are:very broad and:géneral; ¢ the state of ap-
prentideslip:-is! altopether ‘abolished  in thie Wiest India:colonies:?”
s thatWhe faci?x Is there no state of apprenticeship in:the British
¢Wést Indiarcolonies?:::Aim T rightin inferringithat Sir Robert:Peel
‘doés ndt mean toisay that:there is no state of apprenticeshin:there,
sput.that; the apprenticeship, under the special: acts of emancipation
¢in': thesBritish 'West ' India® colonies,: is ‘¢ altogether . abolished V*
“Fhat was o $pecialoapprenticeshipyand <that is:abolished. . Well,
'what:becomes of his reply ‘thus:far; when he'is:told that neither: T’
neiy-official: communicationgy nor{he’ President, I presume,:in-his
ipnersage, hadi particular reference to thatispecial state of :appren~
‘ticeship=<certainly.d ha'd pot—but to..anyistate: of -apprenticeship-
“which iexists in’ the:British. West: Indis:colonies under: the: English
‘éommon::or.¢statute law; other; than the: special:ldws referred to?
Dovs not-the:old:Englishilaw of apprenti¢eship: still - eéxist in :the
sBritishi West India coloniks?:: May not; persons bec either  compul-
«gorily or:{voluntarily bound-ithere:under that.system?:{May not
persons be still bound there as sérvants under :that -system?:~May
‘not.persons without known business;occupation.ror ‘calling-in'life,.
{(and-what:may libérdted Africans:be:known: to:have?) still:-be:com-
a%’ﬁh‘mrﬂ y: bound ithere forothat reason?iIf not; the laws-of::those
'British: colohies !dre-very different fromwhatitheJaws 'of England
shergelfonceiwere. '1In' speaking iof 1¢“a systemiof apprenticéship;’”
itheé word: systei -wagiused, not in any- special -or :technical:sense,.
-Butiin: tHe practical Fende; or in the kenseicf usage, practiceor:cus-
tomyiAnd in referring tothe practice or:system, in:thatisenseyof
apprenticeshipy:the nbjectswas not 'so:'much’: to-‘condemn that:sys-
stem; agito recommend:another system: much:better: thanithat,iand
farbetter ithap leaving: libérated” Africans perfectly freejin the!Beit-
i€l colonies;co>Butam T to'be: told that!ithere is>no:phactical ap-
‘prénticbsbip imthe! British:West :India_colonies? #It wouldseemso
‘when8ir Robeyt: Peel saye; “ No'negro, whether:going Lthere wvol-
antarilyae: alf | emigrant, for:dent i there:lagiaidaptatediinbgroyis:
Placedoin ta wiatel 6¢rapprentiveship 2 15imdsyety thonghy wo ¢igweep-
g, apphretly, torme:ithe »dnswer i8:btill wspecialsio ¢ No megro,.
-&o{;&%%wdﬂ}u‘?a&t‘&t of apprenticéship < Liet usiscrutinizeithis
adittfeloonad odd dnidwoad agasaeuea d T hise ov a4 i ek
bl says thatithe: negroes edptured sby. British cruisersiin 'spanish.
Wps,w!s@ﬂ@ﬁéaﬁgemﬁe.a‘twoffeﬁ&t Brivainewith: Spdinling 1836 weke
b Be deistetothies Britich Yoloniee ‘an d cplrced d dnistlie sanve fodting

‘

a8 an apprenticepand :thet.Great.Britain has ‘‘a vessel at the Ha-
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xana which. in ,gener,al ‘Teceives, the. :slaves. captured:.in the neigh-
‘borhoad. of; Cuba.”, , He states further, that though.it: was:provided
by.the. British. treaty. with Brazil that. the.. ccaptured. slaves should
be delivered to the coupntry on, the.coasts.of . which; ithey were cap-
tured,:or;to, which.the. (;aptured -vessel belonged, yet, as:Brazil in-
sisted on keeping them in a state of slavery,.and declined- to. keep
the engagements of the.treaty.with.respect to: the: future disposi-
tion of the.slaves, Great.Britain keeps a wvessel .at .Rio de Janeiro
1o receive;the slaves.captured. on that.coast,.instead of delivering
them up to Brazil, to be afterwards sent, as they mayv prefer, to -
the West India colonies.or back to Africa. ..He states further,.that
the glaves captured on the coast of Afnca. are,|gener'xlly speakwg,
taken to Sierra Leone.
Thus:we have, clearly statéd where the. captured slaves are re-
ceived.
© 1st.; Those captured on. the ‘coast of Afnca, gencrally speakm
are taken to Sierra Leope.
24, Tbose captured on the pnast of Braz.l ‘are place«l in. the
British receiving vessel at Rio d: Janeiro.
3d.. Those captured in the neighborhood -of Cuba are p]aced in
the recewmg .vessel: at.the -Havana. -
The. question remains—What then: becomes of these captured ne-
roes?
& .Sir Robert Peel,. speakmg, as'to, the course pursued by the Bntxsh
4 govemment, seems to be explicit.in :saying:
1st.. Those taken to. Sierra Leone. are perfectly at llberty to .de-.
_termine for. ‘themselves, whether .they will go-or not to the West
India.colonies,.or. whether they will 8o ‘to. the country of which
-they may be natives. ...
2d. Of those tuken near - Cuba he says: 7 It s, true th’xt mdl-
.vidual, s]a.ves may. not.always. be.sent to ‘Africa; it is . quite - impos-
_sible at alf times,to pravide, ‘means. to.send them thither;’;and:he
Jeawes .u8.to infer: that.they are sent:to the' West Indies from. neces-
. 8ity,, but. adds, they are- suh‘]ect to . no..compulsion, :and. although
_2hey,may voluntarily j enter mto contracts, tbere ts.no- apprc«ntwaslnp
,vlmtever. T : .
- 3d. Those recex\ved at Rxo dex Janexro are, to«be aftbrward sen,t,
‘a8, they may preferyito the, Wiest India.: colomes or back to Africa.
., Thusy then, we:have statedw- sy vyl e
v i Astei Tha places,mbqneftheytare rrecelved L :
12d.~The, places to;which.they, are.sent;: and; - BRI
, Cads . Apparently, but ’appamntly ‘onlyy .the condmon oni i which
they arecplaced. i it s o ¢l s
- Thosey-sent 0, Sxer:atLeqne have, xtmeems, ,petfect hberty to.go
to the West Indies or:to their. \natpve Jands;.no, choice;said o @xist
28:£0 rammmng Ju;Sierra Lieong, o ,muany'. eth, +Britigh Qo].ony in.
ﬁffim. arn} fnirost 3‘“&);& s i Pan® Sl o £ 0@ st Btk oy aydnes
oo lE hcsmzompmred-mear Luba ;and»sent from the:: Hayana. o, the
BrmshnWaest» odies.are.not;faid-to have any.choive as to.the plaee
riwhere «they- shalli besenty; hut if:theyare sent 0. the:WestAndies
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they: wre subject'to no c’ompulsxon, and lthough they miy vd]un-
ttanly enter into 'contracts, there is ng apprenticeship’whatever:
t-3d. Those received at'Rio de Janeiro ‘are'to’ be sent’ afterw‘xrd to
‘the West India colonies'or back to'Africay »u. i Lo i
32 Now, sir, I"beg:’ leave to seck the mformatlon from you if-it 1é‘ in
your. power to give'it to me: ° P i ‘
ist. What -number of captured slaves are there dntiually’ sent to
Sierra Lcon¢; and what - proportion of them :élect to go'to the West
Indies? ‘and what proportwn to- ¢ the country of w}hch they are
natives?? . .:

-2d. What is’ the number of those recewed annually it Rlo'! wh'\t
proportion of that number ere sent to’ the Brmsh West'Indles?
what proportion back to Africa? :

3d. What is the proportion, out of the whole number taken, sent
to the British West Indies? of those sent there, what proportion s
sent back to:Africa? ofithose who remain in the British -West In-
dies, what proportion voluntarily enter into contracts? and what
description - of ¢ voltmtary conto acts” is here alluded to by Su'
Robert Peel? wo e

T'shall be very ‘grateful’ for answers as_full and complete as pos-
sible to these interrogatories,-for on them'will depend; in-a great
measure, the decision of alli:the questions of mwtake whxch may
have been made on this subject.

+'8ir Robert Peel has alleged mistake:on‘the part’ of 'the Presldent
in his message, and has endeavoredi to account for it by'explana-
tion'- of ‘the course of the British’ goverﬁment under the Spanish
treaty.’ He has widely: mistaken in dccounting: for the mistake if
any has been ‘made. There is another and a better 'mode of ac-
counting for it, which T regret very much to: have escaped Sir
Robert Peel entirely. « - R R

--Neither the President nor the undersxgned ever: meant, as T have
‘sald ‘'to allude ‘to-the system' of apprenticeship ‘under the ‘émanci-
patwn act of the British' West Indies; or under’ tlie ‘Spameh treaty.
The words ¢ system of- apprenticeship’” were, perhaps, used loosely
in’the: vernacular® and 'not in' the technical:sense.:- What the under-
signed alluded to is embraced in the ideas-of a regular system" to
procure “laborers for ‘the: British West India>colonies) from Africa
and’ élsewheré, to nupply the places of emanclpated slaves, pui sued

not only by individu=li, but encouraged by the-policy of: herbeJes~
ty’s government. 'Chis- system is'aided: Bvﬁeudmg thither 'the “Afri-
Lcans captured by British' ‘cruisers, ‘and’'by’ ordinanees; of" Immlgra-
'tion; by the' laws’allowmg’voluntary contracts for serviceifor years,
and by the orders and instructions of her Ma Jesty’sgm'emment‘to
fterofleery; ‘ati ’bynts"éﬂceurageméw'oMndivxdunis t’o'proeure ‘Such
laborerssmnd Jofithe latter tb-formicomtbacts for sérvice.s ¥/ =i .
1 Juithis in:#dbstante: o true: statement-ofithe faetsts If:so;tit is-to
be regretted that Sir Robert Peel did ‘not depart from the lfetter:of
the mistike) and figlly énlightenuy'as to:thé real truth-of theicase;
fory thenythé substancé ‘of ‘the President’smessafre; dndVofithe: ih-
‘f&tMatiou"g véh b him by theitindersigned; woudld h&verbetn proved
to be: correct after all, and the.error would have turned out to be
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on€ of the words only and ‘not of facts. "’ Sir Robert Peel may say
“this-is ¢ no:apprénticeship  whatever.” ' True, but it'is something
‘worse for- the Afficans, and ‘the system “of apprenticeship ‘was’less
assailable ‘than' this: stafe of ¢ iperfect freedom.”” Technically“it'is
‘no apprenticeship, and' protectively and parentelly and guardidanly
it is no apprenticeship. T 4 o Co e
.- Apprenticeship; undet ‘statute  or common law, is a system made
“for the protection anil guardianship, maintenance and instruction,
of a favored ‘class’ of servants under the English laws; infants or
persons under age either voluntary or involuntary apprentices who
“are incapable of contracting ‘and ‘providing for themselves,ard who
are to be saved from-idle and dissolute habits,and to be made use-
-ful to:society and to themselves by being instructed -insome art, mys-.
tery, trade, or business of life. :Apprentices are, éx vi termini, to be
taught some art, mystery, trade, or business. They are, in every
class, under the especial ‘protection of a court as ¢ parens patriey”’
and are * indented,” or bound by deed, to serve their masters, and
their consideration is maintenance and instruction.: They are of'a
‘much higher order of servants under the English law than the first
class ¢ intra ‘moenia;”’-or-the third -class of daily laborers, or such
as do not live ‘“intra moenia,’? end are second only to-the class of -
stewards, factdrs, and "bailiffs. " To what classiof servants under
the English ‘law - these . captured Africans, ¢ perfectly free;”” who
¢ voluntarily enter into contracts” in the British West Indies, be-
long,-I am not: precisely informed. - They cannot be special wards
-of law-like parish apprentices; for I am left to. infer that the gov-
ernment has nothing to do with their contracts. They are noty I
presume, ‘servants: *“ intra moeniay?’ for though their. contracts must
arise upon the hiring, as<in cdse of menial servants, for a term, and
to serve for:less than the pay or consiG.ration -of an apprentice by
itsbetter half of-instruction.- These voluntary contracts of perfectly
free: captured -Africans, thén, constitute a :peculiar and nondescript
class - of servants ‘under either the British imperial or the British
“Nest'India colonialilaws, and Sir:Robert Peel wag, perhaps, right:
in‘ the ‘letter-of ‘asserting:that they are not apprentices either under
special ‘treatied ‘orstatutes, or at common Jaw. = But this in all'can-
-djo';' iadmitted, it-still. does not satisfy the issue upon the’point. of
Polieyy s o v Tt o T e
.KThhz objection to the apprentice system so.called, wag=' - ¥ |
“hiadstiThat :it’ ¢reated:ianvinterest:in fact favorableto the:slave

T [

trade for:the sake: of procuring laborers:in the:Wiest Indies. ="
i+ zAre’ these -voluntarily bound servants not more valuable:to ‘mas-
ters: than:appréntices would be? =t -~ ao e e

ti:2d: That:-it ~did" not make: the least: pfovisionxfor‘the captured

. -
. R FAt S R

‘Africang: i cnide SR R T A ,
++It'did not:restore them to: Africa and: place them.there in schodls
iof insteiction»and:labor. - Does the system:of ¢ voluntarily’’:bound
.gervants remove thatiobjection? 1o wlisyusnt yloetin ouw ,z-;;:{%;;a

s '3d}:Tt" prevents ithé: establishment ‘of d:/moral: influencevis Afrita
by:méapsiof: these :manvel daborsand ‘chribtianiking achools, "Whith
spouldy thiroughrenliphteried: African inissignariesyshed ddhroad:the

Poolvitn eete sy
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-light .of' civilization in: that dark. land, and 'which \would ‘be the
‘most effectual agency. for the suppression of :wars and-captures and
-the . slave. trade. :\Does not this voluntary system of secrvitude as
effectually :hinder these moral :means, and prevent their-establish-
-ment . and :exertion as the system of apprenticeship did or - would?
Aye, more. . S

Now, my dear sir, the undersigned ventures to.appeal to the ex-
perience .and knowledge of yourself and of the most worthy British
coggul,\Mr. Hesketh, to bear him witness to certain truths on this
subject. - , ‘

In the first place, I rely on the information'I have received that
nearly all of the slaves or captives are brought from far in the in-
terior of Africa, The chiefs or headmen on the coast, receive
merely a tax in trensitu through kingdoms. The captives pass
‘through the hands of several purchasers before they arrive at the
slave. factory, 'or the shore where the slave ship awaits them.
‘Many o/ them are bought by the first purchasers, (African dealers
‘who purchase from the captors in war,) at from-500 to 1,000 miles
from the coast, and they are sold from dealer to dealer, and are
sold .and resold many times before they are shipped. ‘They are per-
fect strangers (and that word means enemies among the barbarous
African tribec) to most of the tribes intermediate between their
shipping port and their native countries. When, then, they once
reach the coast, or are once sent, to Sierra Leone, it is hopeless to
think of their returning or being sent to their ¢ native countries.””
g.‘hely ‘would be sure-to be recaptured, and to be resold to the slave

ealers. - . o . : S
. In speaking, therefore, of being restored to their native land, I
Antended to be understood to mean: Africa, or-some civilized coloay
in Africa, not the localities in Africa where they were born. -

Sir Robert Peel seeins to mean these localities when he speaks of
their native countries; for, in my sense of native land; they.are in
it already when they are at Sierra- Leone...:But when ‘there, he
says they are allowed a choice to be sent to the British West Indies
-or to their native countries, as they may.prefer. To .give them this
choice, therefore, in his sense, is to give them nochoice atiall..: It
d8;to.allow them to. elect either to run:the certain hazard :of new
bondage, or to accept the terms of a contract of service in the British
West India colonies. - . - - T O P I
. .1 am further:informed that the masters.in the.British West- India
colonies.; seek: thein as servants under contract:for a term: of :years,
.and .agents. are often: employed - to engage-the .captured:- Africans in
these contracts. That the captured: Africans..look:upon:their:de-
diverers fromctheslavers as:friends -and:henefactossyand.fgenerally
‘do whatever they suggest and advise, and nothing is easier:than
ito.induce them to (ro: or be:sent any. whare.and-to.-engage to serve
anyipéerson. . That" they: are-universally unfit:!to ~decide. for-thém-
selves, are utterly incapakle of appreciatimg.ior ;comprehending
Aheir ttue; conilition -as:libetated- personsyand willywhen. téldite do
800y, thosé whoihevei freed them; cohtractfor zd-zdodtoanz;ﬁaq of
deryvice,ithinking:it.angeod:bargain 7in. lien .bf: perpetuali bardage.’
This especially I know to have been the case with those captured



by ‘Ameri¢an cruisers-and -coming under:theicare ~f American 'offic
cers:at this' place: 'Thetwo:boys-taken: in' this harbor from the
Porpoise; were: exceedingly sprighily ‘and intell’gent; had: been:
bought:and branded young, hau been living some time on the coast;’
and:could speak: the Portuguese- language -quite intelligibly; with'
clearness ‘they:could describe: the ‘manner of -théir purchase, by
whom “the.arts. practised to prevent them from being deemed slaves-
until ‘they.could be once landed in-Brazily the price paid for themy
&c., &c., and yet so grateful were they to Captain Gregory, of the
Raritan, the officer wio had them in charge, and so little did they
comprehend any thing else than that he was their friend, and that
the Brazilian passengers an board the Porpoise desired to” make
them slaves and to get themn on shore for that purpose, that they
would passively and implicity do whatever they were told. The
remained on board the United States frigate Rarjtan until the Por-
poise was released and re-delivered -to Commodore Turner, when
they were sent in her to the United States, as witnesses of the un~
lawful crime of that vessel.” They would have goue any where, or
done any thing, implicity, which they were advised by ‘their
deliverers to do. They were under no compulsion, and yet had no-
will ' whatever of their own. That is'the true condition of all ¢ap-:
tured :Africans, with scarcely ‘an:exception. "To. speaky then, of
their being perfectly free,’is to speak wholly at points with their-
real conditionyand their-total unfitness for free will or freedom:in-
any enlightened sense.’ Their freedom at Sierra Leone, or at Rio
“de Janeiro, or-at the Havana, to be sent-to the British West India:
colonies or to their native countries, as they may prefer, and theie -
perfect freedom in the British- West India coloniesto voluntarily:
enter or not enter into -contracts, therefore, is in name.and not in
substance @ : . ) T ' '
' "Where only what they neéds must do appeared ; '
Not-what they would.« What praise vould thoy receive? .

When will and reason,  (reason also is chaice) -
Uscloss and vain, of freedom both despoil’d, -
Made passive both, had served necessity.

~ 'On this point, I cannot forbear to refer your excellency to the
appended slips from- papers in the United States. ' The article from
the New :York Enquirery-of May 30, 1845, excepting, of coursey
all:‘imputation upon the British government, contained in it, is bee
lieved to be well'worthy of noticé on this'branch'of the'subject. "™

But:I cite:a- porticn: of 'the remarks 6f Lord John Russell, ‘made"
in the House of Commons, Wednesday, the 26th ‘day of February,
1845; on“thequestion of the sugar duties, to prove not only the fact
that:a vast-number of Africans’have been sent to the British West
India colonies, but thgir"imm,igra‘tion' “has:been ciused by’ settled
plans’ of policy ‘on the part of the British‘government; and, with
the:leading :motive of admitting a great number of Jaborers “inlo’
-the:fWer;t‘:*%ndieg;what;f.tlger'e might'be 2 sufficiency of labor’to“sup<s
plyleugar to:Great Britaini - © o oo ST A e
~ Aceofding to-the report” of ‘thé “Morning *Chronicle, Febfuiry”
27,5181y <he-ssaid:  that: the digerimindtion Betweon Sught prov




duged by free, and sugap .produced by slave labor, wasy if .at-allg
required:  for . the: protection of:Jamaica, Trinidad, and. Demararay
where there was ai deficiency of labor. What has taken place;in
the West: Indies has been this: there have-been great plans foriim-
migration and: for.the admission of a great number of laborers into
the West Indies; that there might be a sufficiency of labor. tosupply
sugar tothis country. - But the way in which: .that scheme  has
operated has been this: taxes have been imposed under. this immi-
ration ordinance, which' have borne.with great severity on.the
aborers. In proof of this, I hold in my hand a letter from a per-.
. son who.is a most remarkable man, who took an active part.in the
colonies upon the subject of slavery, and who now .has a most ex-
traordinary influence over the minds of a great part of the popula-
tion of Jamaica. The person to whom I allude is Mr. Knibb, the
Baptist missionary. This letter was dated December 23, 1844. Mr.
Knibb says: ¢“I do not believe that there is a laboring population
on the face of the earth who have so patiently borne a reduction
of wages as. they have, and this, too, connected with an increased.
price of provisions, by a cruel and abominable tax on the necessa-
ries of life, imposed for. the avowed purpose of raising money to.
increase the number of laborers, and :thereby still further to cur-
tail their comforts, and still further.to reduce their wages.” ‘Lord
John Russell proceeded: “ I believe that the admission of laborers
from Africa to the West Indies, if conducted under regulations and
allowed to take place in small numbers, would be for the advan-
tage both of the West Indies and of:Africa. But, I own,Ilook with
very great dread to the scheme proposed for taking a. great number
of people from Africa to the West Indies.” . T
¥ % % % ¢ But, if you are now to introduce vast
numbers of Africans from the shores of Africa, if you are to..take
them from places where they are still in a state of barbarism, and
are to transplant them by wholesale to the West Indies, and turn
them at once to labor, I cannot but foresee that .in no.long course
of time you would have a.population whom it would be very diffi-.
cultto bring into a state ‘of civilization' which your present negro .
population of: the;West Indies are in.. - And yet.this isthe attempt
you are now making.. It is.an attempt I-hardly. think will-succeed,:
&c. But still the attempt is making:in this way, by making large"
loans in Trinidad and Demarara, and taxing: the people,:and;espe-:
cially taxing the admission of-their food, for the-purpose.of: rais-
ing means to bring 'great; numbers of people from.Africa to-the
Westl'.‘d’:‘es-’-" RTINS L R I L S ST P P
‘After testimony, like this, which came. forth since-the:date of the:
President’smessage, I donot think that it could be:fairly denied that.
vast;numbers-of.laborers, less. favored.thap;apprentices, if -not-ap-
rentices, are procured.and sent from. Africa to the -British West,
i"idié.s under..a regular .and legalized -policy, either::imperial . or-
colonijaly or both. . And in these. immigration ordinances: and: plans,;
spoken - of by ‘Lord: John, Russell, we .may, find, perhaps, groinds:
for some justice .in. the- allegation :of the indifference..of British
cruisers to capture the slave vessels until they: have. shipped their:
cargoes of negroes, notwithstanding the greater allowance of tons
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“nage-bounty paidgn the .one than the othery with or /without cap-:
tives. And I see.nothing in the despatch of.the Earl.ot Aberdeen,,
on this branch. :ofthe -subject, to. .contradict . this .evidence, or to.
cauge.me to, change. the ;views, either of principles;;or-of- facts, in-
substance, which I have heretofore presented. On ‘the..contrary,
bis. admissions 'rather confirm both the evidence and the views based .
upon it.  Perhaps, the only controverted: fact in -issue between' his
lordship and myself, would be, whether at the-end of the twelve
months, the period for which-he admits British officers have been
instructed to execute contracts for the Africans, the latter are in
any cases- but those forming exceéptions merely, found capable of .
making their own turns for their daily labor, and whether they then
ought to be left to provide for themselves. From. the fairest op-
ortunities of judging of the capacities of the new negroes in
%razil, T would doubt any report by any officers to the effect stated
by his lordship, respecting the most intelligent immigrants into the
British West Indies from Africa. » :
.Therccaptured Africans, I repeat, ought tobe restored,under some
well regulated and humane system of pupitage and education, to the.
colonies in Africa herself.. They ou%)ht there to be prepared for the:
enjoyment of freedom, and ought to be made instruments fit. to serve-
mankind, and especially their own kind, by being enlightened to:
become. in Africa the missionaries of the great christian influence
of God’s own power to prevent the slave trade. Their labor ought
not to be left to the cupidity of sugar planters-in the West Indies.
The suppression of the slave trade ought to be secondary only to
the civilization of Africa. The accumulation of new negroes in
the West Indies, may reproduce the scenes of the cock-pits of Ja-
maica; and Great Britain.may have again, in time, to force, by trea-
ty and by arms, another emigration from the West Indies back to
Africa. e C
-In counnexion with tke debate-in the House of Commons on the
message of the President of the United States, it was my intention.
to have'noticed a piece hereto appended, published in the Evening
Mail from Friday, March 28, to Monday, March 31, 1845, un-
der the signature of ‘““A British Merchant.” It is anonymous, and.
it would be improper_to refer to it in a paper.like this, except to
ehow his lordship: . . .. . T PRI
¥ 1st. That there is an interest which has!a representative.in Lon- .
don,feelingly touched by the exposures of the message respecting:.
the connexion :of :British merchants:und : manufacturers: with -the:
slave trade;: and .secondly,:the; bold effrontry, artful falsehood ‘and .
eagerness, with which attempts;arp;magle:in,rEngl'and: to.deceive the .
pi;%li,c mind on, that subject. This writer, for.example, denies pos--
itively.and peremptorily that any such transactions ever: took place,-.
a8, i8; (r.o_v‘e«l‘b,e?rgnd doubt to have taken.place, both by the ‘Agnes
andighe Janet.)l . wii o e e
The reason assigned is;.that.none but slave clippers: are.cmployed..
in the transportation of slaves, and “none such,.be.says, were ever::
seen, from . the:United. States loading..a-cargo in England,for.Cuba..
ot Brazil, or.any where else, previous to her:capture and:condem- ;




natioh as a- slaver. xﬂ_’EQgise"errOr,;tfhati nohe but élipgersate employed
in-the slave trade; isniost industriously propagated dni ‘kept cur<
rent for the mere purpose v? (deteption.  ‘Nothipg' that’ I know of
hay done morej immediately, toinid: the slave:trader: in" edciping’
gsearch :or pursuit: than'this-errar.~ So far from'its beéing” true, the
heavy, round, merchant-lodgking vessel is - ‘mow,; and has® been' for
some -years past; preferred for the trade; because'it i comparative-
ly:free’ from suspicion: Take, for example, the ¢““Sdoy,”:the ves-
sel ‘captured on this coast:by-the Racer. 'Previous té her' landing
her cargo of: slaves, one would a$xsoon have’ suspected 'a' quaker

enilemen. to-be:a bucaneer, as her to have béen a slaver.: It would

e well for the cruisers of all'nations to remember this fact, whilst

on‘the duty: of suppressing the slave ‘tradle.: co
T believe that I have now noticed ally and more than all,the:
points embraced in his lordship’s’ despatch. - C s
‘In conclusion; you will please’ assure him that, aithough'T have'
not been convinced of any material inaccuracies'or misapprehen-
sions'in theletter addressed to your-excellency;and although'T' have
‘been compelled tocorrect certain .inaccuracies and misapprehen~"
sions on hispart, yet I have endeavored to’offer my ‘explanations -
in'aiforn ‘and fecling, towards: his:lordship and yourself, of the:
most profound respect. The appreciation by her Majesty’s gov-"
ernment of ¢ the zeal and success with which I'have' tracedand"
exposedsthe devices of the criminal traffic; by which the flagof the:
Unitéd States has been polluted;and of thé motives which' haveac-
tuated’ me in making public' the result 'of my researchés,” is'a:com-'
pliment which I esteem next'to the: approbationiof ‘my own gov--
ernment.- ~ And in return for this meed .of praise, his lTordship must'
allow ‘mie to present-to her Majesty’s government an’ honest feeling
honestly expressed. ‘iBoth ‘British and ‘Ameérican guilt were alike’'
exposed by -me without fear, favor or affection. Coa
- Her-Majesty’s'government has expressed itshigh appreciation of
the zeal ‘and ‘success with which I have ‘exposed American:guilt
only. Liwould ihave been prouder still ofa like'acknowledgment
from the same source tespécting my exposure of British participa=<"
tion ‘of-theslavetrade, -7 0 S T e e B
It is'one- of ithe chlef glories of ' Great Britain'that-at all times,
at home and in the remotest corners of the earth, she ‘protects ‘heg *
‘subjects' i witht the-anxious ‘care of-the fondest “of: parents. Cer-_
tainly no-children of any parent could have:been ‘better protécted
thwn ure all"British subjects in'the-despatch of his'lordship: = This jgii
worthy+of ‘the British:nation;its constitutiony and'its laws, But'may!:
notian ‘over fond parent:be:toor partial?: You' tell’ your “neighbor,
“your ‘children are texceedingly ‘bad.”” . i'The neighbor, hurtah@"
mortified;cbat:candid and fjust: as? humdn nalureallows,  vepliegs'!
“True;'they are bid; as you sayi! I bavé,’ dpon fngiiry, fourd »ign
‘803 but, realiy, I regret-to say that your own children: prompt
‘pay theirini;uities;land’ parti¢ipaté in: Aheivi guiltito® the v
Revtraint youripwnylandithen I can bi “govern miie: :
‘right;iwhitle:yolare ddilyicomplaining of your! neighbbi’s ‘familygs
- to-be 'blind ‘tostherfaults of your owat! Tothank hird' {of publishin
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‘;‘Memorandymlbf the ‘:(.afemgn't of Mri S B?ig_h’tf._’f"

Mr. Jno. S. Wright, lately—the day I do not f'emembe‘r-’—&i_‘nform--
ed'me-that Mr. Weetman told him, that' he wished Mr. Hamilton,
the minister of ‘Great Britain,'would ‘call -onhim’ for information’
‘concerning ‘the business in. which he was‘engaged as a broker. in
negotiating charters for vessels to the' coast of Africa, &c.; and if
he would, he (Weetman) would justify himself and his.business by
stating that he, though fully acquainted - himself with the laws of
Great Britain on the subject, had been careful to submit Lis busi-
“ness, and the.mode of conducting it, to the counsel, opinion, and
advice of Mr. Hesketh, the British consul, who had given the
opinion that the negotiation of charters of vessels for the coast of
Africa was Jawful, and there was no harm in it. And I understood
Mr. Wright to express the wish, on the part of Mr. Weetman, that
Mr. Hamilton should be informed of this, and of his wish to make
this statement to him when called on: I -accordingly mentioned
these facts frcely to seéveral persons, and among others, I be-
lieve, to Mr. Slacum. I give the substdnce, generally; of what

‘was said to me.
R ‘ o HENRY A. WISE.
“Ri1o pe JANmno‘,-,Januizry_ 24, 1845."

Circular of her Britannic Majesty’s consul.

A . ‘ Britisn CoNsuLATE, R1o pE JAXEIRO. "

. Wheregs, it is notorious that ships and vessels in this port of:
Rio de Janeiro, and in other places of the empire of Brazil, are
openly and undisguisedly prepured, loaded, equipped, and otherwise
supplied for voyages undertaken and destined for carrying on_ the.
African slave trade, and it being desirable to prevent and enjoin
all British subjeots residing within the limits of this consulate from
participating or being concerned, either directly or indirectly, in
any such disgraceful purposes or engagements, and to' warn all
sach.subjects that they. do abstain from all such illegal practices,
or from'aiding, abetting, or assisting any person ot persons engag-
ed therein, and to make known the penalties- which are denounced
by law against all’ British subjects, wheresoever residing, who'shall
ig{rj&qq.tl!q.provi_s,.ipps,of“_t,hg.§[avgy zbolition acts of Great Britain,
hgr Majesty’s congul deems it Lis duty;to, publish the following: .
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', Whereas, gﬁer,:e;h'gg .been exhibited- at this consulate, by orders-
of 5‘.-91\:;?‘»3@%‘;‘(.’ 8 gdvernment, a recent’ adt" of ‘parlidment, entifleq.
“»&}‘H}g‘ for the more’ effectual *suppression ‘of ‘the : §lave tradey”
where'n it is' declared that all ‘the" several 'matters’and things pro-'
hibittd by thie’condslidatéd’ slive trade” acts, ind- by the gaid fast"
mentiohed act 3Ha]l ‘be dealt with, and’ piinished atcording to” the-
‘aeveral provisions of the siid aet'and of the British ‘Statute entitled



63 ng']'
¢ An.act to amend and Q‘Qnsolidatg the laws,relating to the .aboli-
tiop-of the slave trede, “passed in. the fiGth yeat of the'reigniof
King.George the Fourth, and that.all -British subjects whereso¢ver-
residing, should be made cognizant that such interdicted ptoteedr.
ings:are highly penal by the abové mentioned enactment: ' The-an+’
nexed seven sections of the saidstatute, (6th-Geo. 1V, chap.. 113;)
are hereby. re-published. for -general information, and .the ‘éaréfuz
attention thereto of all whom it may.concern is earnestly solicited;:
and Jikewise to- the perusal of the statutes- mentioned, copies of:
which may be seen at-this consulate during the usual hours of pub-’
lic. business. S : -

ROBERT HESKETH,
o Her Britannic Majesty's Consul.
- Rio pr JanEIRO, January 23, 1846. B

Seven sections of the act George IV., chap. 1'13':

11. And be it jfurther enacted, That it shall not be lawful (ex-
cept in_ such special cases as are hereinafter mentioned) for any
persons to deal or trade in, purchase, sell, barter, or transfer, or to
contract for the dealing or trading in, purchase, sale, barter, or’
transfer of slaves, or persons intended to be dealt with .as slaves;
or o carry away or remove, or to contract for the carrying away
or removing of slaves or other per ns, as or in order to their’
being dealt with as slaves; or to import or bring) or to contract for
t:e importing or bringing into any place whatsoever, slaves or other
pe-sons, as. or in order to their being’ dealt with as slaves; or:-to
ship, tranship, embark, Teceive,:detain, or confine on- board,.or to:
contract for the shipping, transhipping, embarking, receiving, de-.
taining, or confining on’ board of any ship, vessel, or. boat, slaves or:
other persons, for..the purposé of their being imported or brought
into any place whatsoever, as or in order to their being dealt with'
as slaves; or. to fit-out, man,navigate, equip, despatch, use; employ,
let, or take to freight or on hire, or to contract for- the fitting out,
merning, navigating, equipping, despatching, using, -employing;:
letting, or taking to freight or on hire, any shipy vessel,ior botty1n:
order to:accomplishiany of the objects, or-the contracts in-relgtion -
to théobjects, which objects and.contractsrhave hereinbefore ‘been’
declared: unlawful; or to.lénd.or advasce;, or (become-stcurity for:
the:loan or:advancey:or to contractfor thedendingor advaroing ior:
becoming security: forcthe loan or ailvance of .money; goodsy.or ef-
Tects, employed orito. be employed in accomplishing any; of the'eb-
jects or the contracts: in relation. to.the objects, which ‘objectdanti
contracts have bereinbefore:been ‘declared. unlawful; 'ot'to becsrie
guarantee:or sécurity, or:to contract for the, becbu;i’ng;gﬁa‘ranﬁéefﬁ@i’
‘sécarityifor.agents: employed or.to be: employed ip acooniplishing
any-‘of «she-objects,.on the- contracts in .relation Jtothe : glijects;
~which bbjécts.and ontracts have hereinbefore:been ‘dectarediunfat™’
ful; or in any other manner to engage or to contract to engage; di=



2 SRR

éthiorindivectly, therein as's pastuey; ages; oi stherwisror g’
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thE obje ﬁi which ‘objeéts and: contraets: have: heréinbefure Tbuew:
deshived wirldwful; or to take [the chargeiob somimand; or do pdviv

giteror mter-and’ embark on beard, or'to" sonitrdet:for: $he:taling:
e ‘eharge dr command; or for the navigating or ‘entering awd ‘el
bilkddrig on bodrd of ‘any: ship, vessel; or bodt;as vapiding dabtery
maté, petty officer, surgeon, supercargo, seaman, marine, orservany)’
or in any; other capadityy kn'oWing that such ship, vessel, or boat is
sctustly enrployedy’or is:in tlie same voyage, or upon the same oc-
¢asion in respect of which they shiall so take the wharge :vr eoth--
tind, or navigate or enter and embark, or ‘contraet so to do as
‘aforesaid, intended to be employed-in accomplishing -any of the
objects, or the contracts in relation to the objects, which objects
aﬁqlé,coutra%n haveheréiibefore been: declared unfawfuby of to insure

“or fo_contract for the ’insu}ing of any slaves, or -any prqperty, or
“othey : subjéct ‘mattét; engaged’ of émployedy: or 'ihten'de%.- t_oi be
engaged ot employed; it :a.m:m:s'p1i$l:in!%l any. of ithe :objeots, ior tive:
‘camtracts::in velation: to the objects; which 6bjects and.contractss
heve-bereinbefore been declared unlawfal.  ¢ilv:l- it 5ot mprigos
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i ets:-Jikewise with gl property; :goedsy o effects! found *oni

er
pth
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farfeil and, pagpifor, evary ssuch.tc en,c@; Ll By _.qm
popuds of lawiubmoney, of: Greal: Britain, {0 every: such;inesmme
B 60nf5a64 0T, e same, and also: ireble. the amount, of :
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Buvtes; of iransfoy ‘of ‘sheves, or péraons: iutended 1o He'dealt with

a8 slaves, or shall; otherwise thanes aforesaid eatFy awsy of ¥e-
“fove; or. conttact for the carrying swiy of;¥emoving of slaves or
{le persons; ‘ad of in order to’ their being dedlt with as slavés; or
whisl] import’ or bring; or- contract’ for:'the - importing or bringing,
tirtg suy place whatsobver, slaves' or-‘other peérsqns, as.or in’ order
A heir being ‘dealt withas slaves; ot shall, otherwise than as afore-
‘gaid ship, Yranship, embark, receive, detair;.or ‘confirie on‘ board,
%% ‘contract: for -tﬁe_“ shipping, transhipping, femb’ni'kih'ggli'eceivin’fg,,
“détaining, ot confining on board of any:ship, vessel, or boat/slaves
‘or ‘otlier persons, for the purpose of their beiiig ‘carried away or
‘yeiovedy as or in order to their being dealt with as slaves; or.shall

ah ,-tigﬁ'phip; embark, recéive, detain; or’confine on board, or
Joontratt for' the shipping, ttanshipping, embarking, receiving, 'de-
.;&iii'ﬁﬁ;’brieonﬁning on-board’ of any ship, vessel, or boat, slaves
sor.othér persons, for the ‘purpose- of their -being imported or.

Biought into:any ‘place 'whatsoevér;as or in order to their being
~deflt with a8 \slaves; orshall fit ‘ont, man, navigate, equip, des-
gfigtch; usesiemploy,‘lety or'take to freight or on hire,-or contract
¥or:'the’ fitting* out, manning,. navigating, equipping, despatching,
“abing) employing, létting, or taking to freight: or’ on hire,:any:ship,
*¢eusel, or boat, in order’ to' accomplish-‘any of :the objects, or the
-éontracts 'in relation’ to' the objects, which objects and: contracts
Tidve heieinbefore been declared unlawfuly: or shall knowingly and
-wilfully lend or advance, or bécome the sécurity for the loan or
-wldtvance; or contract fot the lending ‘or ‘advancing, or becoming
=qémfit,yﬁf0r_ the Toan or‘advance - of . money, goods, or effects, em-
-ployed: oy ’t-‘q,'bte,ih}ﬂpyﬁd in accomplishing any of the objects; or
the. coptracts in relation -t0- the objects; which objects and con-
tracts have hereinbefore’ been declated unlawful; or shall know-
Aigly-and- wilfully become :guarantee or security; or cohtract’for
. the: bécoming 'guatantee or security, for agentsi employed or to. be
+employed in accomplishing any. of ‘the objects, of the.contracts in
~¥elution to'the-objects; whicli objects and -contracts-have hereinbe-
fbre been’ declared unlawful, orin any other manner to.erigage, or to
~onfeaet: to ‘enpege, .divéctly or imdirectly: therein, as'a partnir,
ajfent, or otherwise; of shall'‘Knowingly and wilfully ship, tranship,
;h,\!"c; receive, or put on ‘boaidy or contract: for the shipping, tran-
~shipping) 1ading, receiving,-or ‘putting: on bosrd of any ship, vée-
-gely.orbouty money;: gdbids; or etfects’to be -employéd in accom-
Pl hg.fg’n' -of the. objecys,-or-the contracts in‘relation to the ob-
J€eti{ which' objects:and’ contracts: have hereinbefore been-declared
AIMBWRilY ot shall take the-charge; or commandy.or navigateyorenter
WW6ﬁf_1J§nmﬂgffo§*mthct%ztﬁﬁ;gaﬁid%gé chdrge or com-
%Mﬁ%gﬁy&m@;m&m~ itleing! ot Hoard of
'. 83 A e oy Wt - .

‘ yo.

oat, ‘a8 captain) musterj matejsurgecn; or su-
sreargo, knowin thatgmab;‘égh_ip,,‘v_ess,el-,:pr 'W’é‘h}ggttga“’lly:e‘ﬂ#
498, 4 iin the ‘ssme-Joyxge, of upon-the saie o6

' ocdasion in
Rt o ehich viiey dhisll 80 také the-clisrge: or: comiiting;-or
& 4 f;yrééﬁe:f?ii‘i'?:émbult, ok ‘gontratk so jcé-‘%l‘q ﬁ?dﬁ;ﬁﬁsﬁiﬁ;ﬁﬂ-

ded ¥5'be imployed i ‘'a¢éomrplishing ‘any. of thiéobjetis; orithe
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jcontracts'in relation’ to the.objecié} which objects and: contracis
-bave hereinbefore-been declared unlawfulj' or shall knowingly. and

ewilfally insuré;or contract for. the ihsuring of any:slaves, or’any
«property or other.subject matter_engagéd: or-employedi:in acodom-

plishig any of the objects; or the' ~catracts in:relation to therob-

-jects, which objects ‘and contracts have hereinbefore been.declared"
~unlawful; or shall wilfully'or fraudulently. forge-or counterfeit any

certificate, certificate’ of valuation, s:nteuce; or decree of condem-,
-nation or restitution, copy of sen‘ence’ or decree of condemmnation

.or restitution, or'any receipt, (such recéipts being required by this
.act,) or.any part of such . certificate, certificate of valuation, sen-

“tence or decree%f condemnation or restitution; copy.of sentence or

decree of condemnation ‘or ‘restitution, or. receipt as.aforesaid;” or

-shall kpowingly.and wilfilly utter. or publish the :same, khowing
it to be forged or-counterfeited; with intent tp defraud hig Majesty,
‘his heirs or successors, or any ‘other-person or:persons whatsdever,’
or any body. politic.or carporate; then -and in every such cdse the
.person or persons so . offending, and. their. procurers; counsellors,
_aiders, and abettors, shall be and are hereby declared to be-felons,
and shall bé transported beyond seas for a term not exceeding four-

‘teen years, or shall be confined and kept to hard labor for a.term

‘not exceeding five years, nor less than three years, at thie: discretion
.of the court before whom suck offender or offenders shall be tried

-and convicted. : " '

Mr. Wf.s"e to Mr. Buchanan.

LecatioNn UNITED STATES, .. . .
‘Rio de Janeiro, March'7,1846.

. .Sir: Since sealing my accompanying’ despatch, No."41,”’Mr.
Parks has kindly furnished me the deposition of; Mr. Boyle as'to
‘the cases of the Kentucky, &c., and requested me to forward' the
‘same to the department. - He has'forwarded another -copy)-alsé; to

-the: United States district attorney,-at’ Portlnnd,’Mgine.x L

.. .Your obedient servant, = - . ' uwi s

oo T HENRY A WISEL
‘Hon. JAMES BUCHANAN, -7 ' T
P Secretary of -State. - -

c

. CONSULATE oF THE.UNITED STATES, : 1o

. s 1 Rio.de Janeiro, February 16; 1846
.= Personally:> appeared -before' the -nn'dgrsi'gix_'(gd, consul’ 6f7' the
United -States: ofg-Amveric’a'; ‘Thés. ‘H. ;delé,"’ﬁ\{’*ﬁd , ‘being duly:
sworniupon'the Holy: Evangelists of ‘Almigh y"Gidi*«idéli?ﬁéQ’%&
follows: ;Thut’'he is'a naturalized citizen of t§é"’Uﬁt{éd'{‘§}§§?!¥ Sof
Ansericd; of ‘Boston,'in the: Comtuonwenlth ‘f¢f'>?§!;h(s§aqh‘fsejt§‘ “nd.
4 years-of uge. ‘Thatj-in October] 1843, Ke shipped tn-boarrt the:



hrig #Kentucky,” of whieh Bli K. -Hart and: H. H. Willis: were
“ownersy the latter: of' whom -was master.: 'Beponent_:lwaspmhppe&
3w second mate -of ‘the vessel. :She came-out-to Brazil:'to be soldy
-msmowas said, . :$he sailed from New Vork to Pernambuco, with:floyr
and some duck on board; laid at Pernambueo oiie day, and sailed
ithence forRio'de Janeiro, where arrived in' the month of ‘Deceni-
-ber; lnid in this port,in “frcnquia,”’ for a few days, and then: pro-
- ceeded to. Monte Video; Willis still -master of the “Kentucky.”*
:AtMeonte Video disposed of the cargo, and retursed. to Rio in
-hllast; .-At this port, arrived about the latter-end of January, 1844,
-snd, after. being in the discharging pround, went up and. anchored
.in the loading ground. The “Kentucky® was aft®rwards chartered
-by: 8 broker, named Weetman, to'Manoel Pinto da Fonseca: - De-
(ponent's impression then was, and now is, that:the vessel was sold
'golé‘réfshe;vlefbthis port. Deponent -then -asked Captain Willis:
what voyage: he. was going. on? He. read the charter-party; fo.
-yatisfy deponent; but did not -say then whether she was sold or-not.
But the:vight-before the ‘“Kentucky” sailed, he said to' deponent
thet he expected he (deponent) should come home in the “Pos
oise;’ from’ which deponent understood that the “Kentucky’ kad
been:sold.:- He also said that she was to go to the .east coast -of
-Africay and that nothing illegal wastobe done. The “Kentucky?
‘bad been.to the corst of Africa on a charter-party the voyage be-
fore. A man named John Ankers was then master of her: Cap-
tain- Willis called deponent into Mr. Gardner’s and- settled for the
Yime hehad served as second”iffate; this was. the latter end of
March; he paid up to 27th February, at which time deponent’s pay
as chief mate commenced.’ "All:the créw were discharged, except.
two men, and these became dissatisfied on account of the pay; and,.
furthermore, My Ankets, who had been first mate, left® the veusel
becatse Captaih Willis would not pay enough-for him to go over
.4u the coast; and claimed-from the consul two months’ pay because
~the;vessel had been sold;. and the consul declined: to allow .him tEe
~$wo. moaths’ pay, as Mr. Ankers told-deponent, because -he culd
+Bot prove she- had been "sold; thereupon, Mr.. Ankers told dzpo
.nent that it was'useless for him (deponent)-to .object>to goiug in
her, as he would be compelled-fo. go. : "The captain.had told An-
kers; confidentialy, the nature of his voyage, and all about it.
Mr. Ankers told deponent the vessel was to go to the west coast of
Africa; but Captain’ Douglass, after.he. joined the -vessel, said the
voyage was changed to the east coast, and that Manoel Pinto was
to'par more ih consequence therzof. When Mr. Ankers left the
vessel, he told the two men that they were to be left on the coast
of Afriedy: dnd ¢le ‘men-said that ftl;é"iaﬁhcifal reason for complain<
‘inite the ¢bmaul, in Addition “to the troub e about pay, was the
sbeing: Teft.on. the: cgast... . Ms. Ankers;:immediptely: after the: confi-
{gﬂstﬁlfwvmgtiq:gmth: 'G%m;:l' iﬁﬂisgﬁbom alludedto, calfed
;Aepanent into:the'cabin, and told him, ss’he was going mpte;-shat
At was Becessary; that he (deponent) Should kpe.owg:tm Tthewijole
HFeWwas: to;be discharged on- the-onast of Africk, sndthsts vessel
WAS-tg:e sont.there 4o bring them and deponent bagk again,: ke
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wame,day that this omlzgaadum captaincobled npothesaldma men,
; ;m,fméfwgsw, to, begodischargedy 8nd wanied i fo; knaw.oif thaey.
mrished $othe diachur geflans thil HesseliWag Boing. 4o, the, chant.f
Adsica.; 1 They answered fyany’ thersunan, thay. wese, mmﬁg.
sthat Jay, before the cansulyiangthan thren Portuguese, mhod had
been afkiwork onchoaxd the messely, Were.shipped:io Oneof Ahem
acted;as second mate during the (vaages he. dould nol, epaky
word of English... Tweiof these. Poxtnguesei and.Fage, an,Fag-
lishman, composed part of the: creyw: ok thentKentnoky? nehap she
Jbrought,aver B oargo, of alaves.. - The, pther, Portugyese,was turned
,on, ghore &t Quilimangy 1.0+ «ailinuy fs whused ol port Jason

.. Frequently: before the .4 Kentuckyl’. saileds..daponeny, mavned
‘Captaip. Willis; as he.was told by several.of his- friends, that, Giap-
itain. Douglhss, was : teo, dissipated. a.man to.commanid;  vessploand.
. would; get-her finto, difficulty, | Coptain Leorge: H. Donglass hnd
-been: made: master. of the. essel, ahowt the,lstiof Marehs hehad:
not been on bnapd:kwo;gda-y_-s:bgfoxe.»-.he;s'gmmeueiigsmmd-faﬂ.«wt@m
 Willis, before the ‘“Kentucky? saled,shomed:deponent-one xharter
. party, .and. after, we i got, 40.s9a; Gapfain Douglasy,showaidanother
Land:diffecenrt one. . By, the firsty) 1t was provided:that the.yessel
.shoulil go . from, this- plage.dn theconst.ofu Afich with m lawful
cargo, - and toveceine eighteen wonfosof reisio ahout $9,000 Jor
.the’ voyage ,there .and bark, and:eftey waiting.thisty days onthe
-coast of -Africa,. and, going wheresapver the!charien pleased, hewas
itopay. thizty ‘dolass. for eark’ dayls demurrage om the donsts-the
Ahirty . days had; expired,: There wss, something which deponeut.
:does; nof recollect .about. taking. the, wessely. and Eonsepniwanito
-send, the. officers..andicrew home and durnish eyorything necessaty
for the:voyage. withoub. expesse. . Anyi dimgaftgroprniyal on the
.coast they, wexe atdibarty.io.take the vessel mudyif thay!took bex,
the Awerioan crew . were, to: be funnished a free, passage haeks) Xhe
.second: charser party differed -fromthe. fitstyin that ifmaddnepro-
vision for the passage back of the officers and crewi...iSuel) pasgen-
-gers.werd -to be taken.ias: thei chartereiput onibonrd, ke finding
 provisions; &c,y agearding do, the, terms of. ¢ach.charter party; Riwo
, cabin; 'pussengers iwent, i ower! ini thesBentnekys the supartaryq.50as,
‘ppmed Luis:de: Souza.Fonsena, ithe fithér wissypmed Pedrel do Si
Pereira, . The: farmer: returned ap captainand the latter peimate
-whiep :the- wessel,-caime: back with the slaves.t Deporents thisksvie
_bas.still: b List of ithel cargn, put.on ibedndy whithy it foundube will
-produce, bexeafter; 1\ huto b cupokirasollatt what were dhe privi-
-pol-artipless . She took: first:80,0x 8Q.0nsks, emplyy fox watetyand
-sgwen. ior; eight ) launches pf; dite waadi, (Waten wassearoe Rio
.when the papty: casks, wexe:takeu inhutiafterwardsdbey wete flled
rWith. water—the, - Hungs, weve.] chwesed. with diss with wain holies.
—ﬂxiiowgh:'ﬁhmtrdﬁba pipeiiof materiwere thisn:takan in. ; «Beponoit
rhadnederstdod fhpt this-park of hanicargd waddiol havedrdn‘ agieg-
» deble, butlwheh; it game slopgside: the A‘?h ey dapovient iknogked .
<the bung'ont of gbe:bfrthem sdafopndsitatohewaters hechiedont
vk b ovanywaters cend (oner-dfhe [Portniueskia:,  Whim ifolie
-wak pIYVIBE oo Bekd Feroctalkew i-30Q-sankuiabiicrs Plagkdents,
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«dnd: faginha; Home ‘jerked beef, d¥ims-of 'cod fish) Half bHrreld of
flotir,  ‘cdes ‘of ' cheese, und ione box :of ‘¢oppet; which'afteFwirds
iturned out to'bela’‘copper for- cooking; some: barvels of 'witid: diid
.agardente; gome balesvof \goods; some boards afid. deantling 'came
‘on’ board, »Fonseca, ‘afterwards' captain, came off and made'n rigid
‘examination' of the vessel to'see what was wanting; and’they meéa-
isured: hef carefully—they asked: deponent for ¢compasses—took an
.2¢cbuiit. of ‘the anchors, Figging, &<. ' Deponent has:no doubt in
shis imind that the admeasurement was to fit‘a slave deck :over the
‘watér -casks; for ‘a“slave deck was afterwards'fitted to her'on ‘the
coast, from the boards and scantling that were pntog board here,.
:while-the deponent was on board, before she was deliveredl"ap, and
‘while she.was on demurrage. 'Captain Willis left ‘the ¢ Kentucky”’
ds-captain about'a month before she 'sla_ilé‘d,;but;',6gcou"rse",’,‘k‘¢ewall
‘about what was going on on board of her here.' T tubes to suck-
-water out of casks were put on board; dlsé, a'large dipper to dig
‘Up ‘beans, farinha; &c.; also, o large lot of tin pans,out of which'de-
"ponent saw the:slaves edting. We also took in e Tot of ‘tanvas'to
‘make’ sailsy of which-were ready’ cut out, arid spare ropes; anchors,_
‘and cable, and every thing tofit' her for'a voyage.® Captain Willis’
icame 'on ‘board the morning the ¢ Kentucky” sailed in a shore boat,
"stopbed  a ‘few minutes and went away. "The'morning she sailéd,
‘there: were ‘on’ board” 16 persons; besides the crew, who'had been
-working_ in ' the 'vessel; they were carried overas-forward passen-
‘gérs,:aqdf did duty'all'the time.”" When_abreast of the last guard
‘boat®in’ the ‘harbor, they were all put ‘below in the hold “until the
Wisit ‘had been passed. These men were put-on board ‘to navigate«
the vessel back with the slaves, and «all did come'bacly inthe ves-
‘el -except “four—one ‘of . them died, twb were put on shore, and
:one,a white man, was'taken on shore and flogged by negroes ‘with
:400. lashes by order of ‘Fonseca.' This'man~and another ‘were:af-
‘terwardst taken' on board “of ‘the Porpoisé as passengetsy and weré
;_;ljeftitatj Qpillimape.\ RN o et voaat : TR i 'f‘f.-l'."l'-‘.‘-’_l'{l
iThe ¢ Kentucky?’ sailed from Rio de Janeiro on the lagtday of
‘Marchy! for Dé Lagon "bay, where she arrived’on’ the 12th of' May,
t1844.." During ‘the voyage, Captiin’ Douglass, the ‘cook, Pattérson,
‘and: Page were  frequently intoxicated; Captain’ Dougiass was in-
‘toxicated “or sick. nearly.all: the 'way:: Deponent was off ‘duty
‘tWwenty two ‘houres. for when ‘Captain ‘Douglass'was intoxicated’ he
‘did-everything to disturb'him in his'duty::” Durigg thé time he.was
;’dﬂ'a’.dufty; on‘orders:of Captain Douglass, one of thi¢!Portuguesefor-
‘ward ‘passengers' had command a‘pa¥t of the timiejand the rem#in-
‘der at contramestre.! ‘When'arrived fbn"-}th‘e’:t.‘o:iAst;".C‘a‘Ptain"-Doiug‘las‘s
tand’supercargo-went .on shore,sabouts twenty-one miles from: where
ithe:vesseliJuy, toia plaice ‘ealled’ Lomenco’Marques:-Theicaptain
rascahdent abouts tén days, and: then Feturndd; onboard!the:t*: Pdr-
:pbise;’* Coptuin{Libbyy . Previoug to: thisseven’days the supercirgo
ireturndd jiithe isipercargo ‘gave ‘brdets” torthe'! min whs 'acted-as
‘gevéndsmatey ok contramestre; as' he wadcalledy t6' haveithei:long

-2

oit.caulkedi-and: malte sails for er: (' Déponent forgot-to mentibn
.that ‘one:Paule Rodrigues) thati wert out’as supeércargd;ofi the Por-
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poise;'an/agent of 'Mangel/Pinto-da'Fofseta, came: downd o ustin
compeny: with-Captaini Fonsbea, There'was another' brig belonging
to'the samerconcern lying/thereat the time,'whichwas formetly an
‘American vebgel-called the:Seventéenth March. Nothing particular
dccutred:until the ¢ Porpoise’came down; when deponent under-
stood they weré to run. down to Ihhambane as goon as ' the moan
was'lirge enough.. to eilable/them” to 'run over thebar; Inhambane
is about Rt wo ddys’ sail \fro where:they lay: ‘ Certain Portugiese
came on-board to ‘seeus off; who landed at an island ¢alled Imyack,
where‘anegro king kept e depot of blacks for slaves,sent'down to
him from Lomengo 'Marques: “The ¢ Porpoise’ gnd ¢“Kentucky?
sailed in'cotnpany on the 24th May, for Inhambane; off ‘the harbor:
of ‘whichsplace arrived ‘on’ the 27th May; there Fonseca and Pailo
Rodrigues went.up to-the town for a pilot: In coming'back, Fonseta
fost'the long boat in‘the sutf.  Rodrigues remaimed on‘shore. The
vessels  Went over the bar on the 6th -of June, and:there the ¢ Ken-
tucky’’dischargéd a partof the'cargo into the",‘Porpoise",’_"consistin%
of ‘the wine,"aguardente; and-a few.other ‘articles; leaving on boare
the ‘'wood, lumber for slave deck, waler, rice,’beans,:farinha, cop-
per; &c.  Deponent €aw the box, said to contain copper, opén; and
a copper caldeira or-pot-on the deck filling with water to see if“it
was'water tight.- They told deponent ‘it came off from the shore
that night; but' he is confident, in his' own mind, ‘it came from the
box said to contain -copper.-: The ¢ Kentucky” discharged no.cargo
there. ‘About the 10th or’11th of June, the lay days of the ‘¢ Ken-
tucky?” ‘were out: : Captain Douglass then addressed to Fonseca'a
fetter, (the supercargo, whoy with- all the passengers, still remained
on board,) ' warning’ hiim that the'lay d:ys would be out, and wish-
ing to know' whether he-intended to take the vessel; or pay demur-
rage. "Captain Fonseca. then said, 'in deponent’s hearing, that:he
was not ready to take the vessel; but-that if Captain Douglass’ was
in a:hurry-to give:iher'up,-he would give him an order for'demur-"
rage; provided he would allow depoitent to remain‘on:board:toipro-
tect.the vessel, as he could notichange the-colors there:: Deponent
interpreted: to Captain ‘Douglass what Fonseéca said; and ‘Douglass
to'd him to stop on board; and that:if he got tired, he,; Douglass,
would stop: . Captain :Douglass'and ‘dep:.neént not' being on ‘good
terms; the latter preferred remaining on board’the ‘¢ Kentucky’’ ‘to

going on board the ¢ Poryoise’” with Douglass.” « - -+ '" .- s
~'Several “times: ‘after:‘this;: when :deponent- wén‘tf‘.'pn'\'_‘bb_argl,‘ ‘the
<.:Porpoise,’> Capthin' Douglasg; in order to.blind ‘the ¢rewy would
upbraid- hivi ‘for 'staying on: board ‘the: ¢ Kentucky,”- asking him.
what e meant: bv- exposing“himself “before :so many:persons; and
thén: privately told deponent thut;if he were tired of stayingithere,
¥e would 'go‘on.board® and take: deponent’s place: - Deponent:wis
fgnorant of this ruse'to:blind the crew at the time,'and replied:that
he wag'not.afraid of rémuining;on board the ¢ Kenticky)" as’ Cap-
taih Douglass had ordered ‘Him to6 do'to, and ag’Captain Libby dnd
othersi kwew, Captain "Douglass; Patibrso { 'the coble, Pagey Hdnk.
wor;  antl: Mdter: had rémbved-to the ¢:Porpoise, ¥ and deponehtires
mained with Fohsevs, shaiall the rest of the crew onmiboard: Paulo

Mo,
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Rodiguesnroposed:$0depaoumtst0ogei even inithes ‘f KedtuakyYing:
ngiex bt be odidi not: come, onar ?fmx'hmq;\lawquwmw& Captain
f* by, abolit thia,offer, but -he deglineds giving angp.adxige i the.
maiier,; thats in. prse,; of; heing . $aksn,ycd gponent. shiould: not hlase
him;, Doy 188 had -Page .de:,nl’:at't'm:xpmuh;eﬂ ﬁthl‘ﬂU}D‘l?@)'@‘f ‘
Meith; the *%:Parpoise’s’) hoatrmthe l,astuﬂpg;'geda-ztba&zs&,pqgag ironn,
Jeaitlsthere 84, days; affer deponent mas(deft, on hoard:the i Ken-
sucky,? during alk which time, fromy 12thiJune, alljthe edpensés, of
the: vespel. were paid; by, Fonseoa; o5 his ngenty as will. bedseen.by: 2.
&lip-of statement hereunto: anmexedyghowing; that: the oharter,pagty
‘wag:all. & sham,ithe vessel having rbeen, soldidong befoxen oIn fast
JGaptain Douglass told.the deponent that the demutrage was solaly
foriimselfy and. that _he .Jid/notrinfend, his, owners shouldkpa--
snything about it,and .after.returp. to-Ria desdaneiro; Mangel iFipsp-
xefused; Lo pay_the demurrage; hu! paid,all the; expensesiafier;the
12th June, as.Manoel Pinto da.Fonseca toldi deponent, . Fhe: Ame--
Tioan. colors.were. kept. flying, all.sther time: thel 4 Kentupky?; lpy
there, but were 'not | lisisted when theslayes were takgnion hoand..
A few; days after, Oaptain - Douglass, leftythree ordfour Jittle,boys
were:taken on.board the; ¢ Kentugky! .{or she jpurposs] of .:.wa%pg*
qn;the cabin and sick; oneiof them deponentchas seen.since, in Rios
and;supposes he:came.over /in, the: $Kentycky" asiaislave  Cap-
Aain;: Douglass -was, frequently: on boeard:fhe. ;. Kentucky)l while
these.boys. were, on board,;and theAmericanoaolors kepts flying. by,
big-prders. ; .‘The:goveérnor general of: the, Rontugnesq provinces ip
Adrica; eame thére, in..a brig fram Mozambigue, and. last fromyLio-
mengo -Marg:ies, ;and.in, depon am’;swxz{ngsenge_q enid. he had told:the:
governer. presidant, thet, the vessel, had no right.to.trade thared be-
cyuseithere was.no, custosi-house, and, ;made -mpch; dificulty, mntil
acpurse of 3,000 dollarg, $1,500 of . which were, paid:by Rodrigues,
2he agent of Mancel Pinto, da Fonseca, wag matle up forhim,when
he-went, quietly. away to.sea Wlt.hﬂuh_x;Qaqsmgdf'lﬂhgmd&s& irbanqe.
Lhis brig.from Mozambique;was, sooncafter twseckeds and deponent
beard: Rodrigues laughing-and -saying ithat; bis :1,500..dollars Had
gove foithe bottom withythe jgald :swierd. of sthe; governor: general,
ehich ke had got from., the S.‘&ﬁﬁ!lf of Zanzibara o yotz or mid Lol
hodbout amonth. after the governor.geperal sniledy deponent, weat
onhaard-the: ¢ Porpoise;’! a8 . they.wete making: preparatigngon
board the ¢ Kentuckyl’;to.takejin ‘slaxep;. the slave.deck wesalaid
before deponent left.; Captain Davglashiwent on. hoprd and, saw
Rhe;slave:decks:andimade no.nbjertions. o ity byt paid it wa fno
Worsg.ta: Jay, the .decl than;carnying..the HoardsyAheyibanelyilay
gs,wgs:&hgg?xqtss And: them layithenboands-ontheut; it es.donaiip
S Nenysehort-thmd,shut i¢-ie wurEcessary it dayhalginve [decks 3sqther
QUENUTaMpLS : arey:lnid:  onthe, Watdny aeskehi cepesient ) left, the
!},anm%ky?fgmeqethe: Th or 8t off v Saptembar-onithe, Saiufday
gbtzfollowings. the: slayes wereo puti onaboard lin-nuphes aboiit
BRR. ¢ Bepanens ;Wens ion: boavd of uhidr fromy conesity, Witk Mn:
Hlaiwhs e msde: ofltheot! Bortiojsesty toisasshem. Dowpliss.wes
m‘»}bm% o Suaduy, mornng) when 1 b bad m0at ofliav dlazenron -
boasd; tha Anerioan > calots were Sleft [on) Bosrdy the anmelokithe
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vesiel: then owag:bh Kentdekyy of:New: Work,”: ipaintedi o whvd
letters on black ground. Deponent rubbed over one letter itk
rhitefbrishyidtherdiwede paintings dnd gainted bver herinhme with
black paint; se also had ber name bn the bdbie, onidick, Depo-
nent is.§ o‘s?étiw‘é fiat {lil ) ¥ame vessel is now lying in this liarEo
withsthe nanie ¥ Franklyn, of Salem,” ,on her stern; he knows her
by her house on deck; by the two stars on her stern; and by several
other marks; among which is-the--manner in which ber wheel is
put on; they are alteringthe wheel now, and making several other
altesations; but:odeponenti»wohildo alwiys lonow her lander any -
cifcumstanees;ii Pageiwent jback: voluntarily. ot the' # Porpoise’s
"t thect Y Kenigicky™; :and: helped: to ndvigate her batk with her.cargo
of'&lgves.. . Deponent. has sedn Cdptain i Fonsedn:since’ thereturh of
the #Kentueky,? ahd: hé.confessed ithat:27ef theslaves were-
killed by firing shat down:;the: Hatehway whileiin-the act of ising’
Deponent alsd saw: ianothér mal of the drew sehoisaid ithatid6./were
killed; that they tied garnets round their necks and hung them up
to the house; and the mate .told:epatient that he had kjlled two
negroes with the pistols he, deponent, sold him in Africa. Depo-
nent -¢arte. bagksia : this port-withe. Captain. Libhy; in :the #Por-
poise,”” where he was arrested, as is Enown to the American
authorities. Dgponent. ks xeceived all- his.ohey jexcept; 100 dols
Yaysgat the rate of 30 dollars per month., Captain Willis depogited.
the money with Maxwell:Wright:& Cov . Captain Douglasyirefurned
100 dollars, under the, pretext of: having. peid: lawyer's, fees after
the arrest. -~ After depomentibeing; discharged, shipped on board the-
Gaspian, Captain Peabody, Captain Willis's, deponent is:informed,
was in this porf, lately: s master;of the ¢ Helen M. Fielder;. does
not know what has,begome, of: Captain ;Dodglass, . :Ulrich,: heris
told, is masteq,of some American; vessel,  Déponent has voluntarily,
myde-this-deposition, in, order thaf the, goyernment of this. country’
may know thewhole. truth;iandy if;he has dope wrongyit was:in
«qbedtence, and, under the  impression that.the .commandiof: his
superior officers he was compelled to ‘obey. If, therefore, he has
<rredy:itthas been through misapprehension of his duty; and, for it,
deponent throws himself on the lenity of the Ameri_cane- govern-
ment, with the promise and understanding that he will engage in
no-such! transactions bwifudurest it o viaie vals BTl Db e
e ¢hrtitigtoved b dabiw THOS:: H. BOYLE, JF i

ol onrtmast eaaggaie wdi ul e taeigne s

‘ i nr b
i Swornat-Rio dé Janeiboy ofi this thed#hrdiy of Febraary, 1846(
and executedbleforesmel riomdw gt s adl oifadigs Sgh i rilen
Ladnd o diper sty PRl -!,w{u';z \’kaH‘A‘ ;P’ARKg;" at -
baos Ik i:’(:(:l AR i 9 ¥ .‘ By ’u.q%ﬁ &ergubbnsuz, ‘

ot dothlE To gl b ST AT I ATR A Y
Sas Drhuad Adyis bweodd ngo_omived Gun goieg sl :

NACE AN R

CJEDAA (AN VHOL e -

NN -Coxsvrare or THE UNiTED STaTES,
e T _'Riog_!eJamira._ .

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, herzby certify -
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jbe 2 correct-copy of:: the;original..on file at:this,

eomgulated i i e o0 T TOU s S F e
i'wiymiGiven ‘under . my hand.and- - 8. ‘thigdth'day of
I* ¢ Malch, 1846. - o i oo Ty St b e
Cobind : "+ .GORHAM PARKS,.

*‘éh‘éfffprggoihguto.r
ppdieh

o :
v " G T 1‘1; {Uﬂit'd St@tGS’ACOﬂSM., 2
o (RN PP e ® e gagad et

€ IR

B VI Y L S D (A A TR AT v e
'.3:1; John: Henry Kagel, citizen of ! Brazil,tbyfavor: of his:imperiak
.and “constitutional -Mujesty of ‘the. empire ofsBrazil; sworn; public
translator -and-interpreter: of the nation; residing-in:the:city of Rio
de Janeiro, : ‘'do::hereby 'certify, that.iby the American cossulyMr.
“Gorham- Parks,'an:acéount. of the-crew of the American brig $Ken-
tucky;’ written ‘in,the Portuguese:language, was presented . 'to e
whichy literally translated .into thie English, declares the-following:

T )

BRI

VI S L

Y

" Tvanslation. s
," {. l:‘;‘i H Vi e L

o Jccount of the ovew of the American brig ¢ Kentucky,*wizs. "
sepgerenv s T Ve T O s N PR S Y B ] STt

AP

“Captain’ G 'H..Douglass, from the 31st March, 1844, = ** -~ +¥ '
+111-23d January, 1845, at $100 per:month'.... .\, . " '8¥,000:60.
Mate'T. H. Boyle, from the 31st March, 1844, 1ill 234 "~ =oaits:
January, 1845, at $48 per month.. it i 0l e T 480100
"W Paterson, from the 31st March, 1844, 1il1'23d Jan- = " o050
uatyy 1845, at $24 per month lisiik,. s advi b, e 07 0240700
‘Setiman’ Hans Hanson, ‘from thé '31st, say; I2th Jupe, . ' v
1 23d Janvary, 1845, at- $10 per: month’ .

By 23d January, 1845, o 4, 5 e
Séaman’T.’ Muller, frim’the 12K Juiie, 1844, 6l 284" &v
e e g gy

i Jafinary, 1845, at'§10 ‘per ronthi. i

-Seaman William Page, from® the 12th Ju
+'234 Jaruary), 1845; at $10 per month,
t Dess aenitt Ly . Gy, lanthege

e :«.;,’:?1;‘94&";'01»

Howeta’ iaalsal
) e arrhuses by feronspoen? b s
+And nothing else more’ contained in:the 8aid account.of: the.crew
-of thie Americin brig ‘¢ Kentucky,” which I have faithfully trans-
lated from ‘the ‘original written inthe 'Portuguese language to
which I referyind. aftesi:having conferred::it<with-this'present;T

P4 'y for P

1

R V- SPEEIRR BN
1.0 RS S ]

._'d'b\‘ivqi'?d,‘,it again'to the party from whom I'receivediiti«itivins v+
**In Wwitness whereof, I.have signed. this present with my hand,

dﬁ@f&é@lﬂ&ﬁiﬁigthe ‘sedl ‘of my office, in this-very loyal and

heroit city of Rio de-Janeiro] thig:second; day of Marchj:in
~the“year of .our" Saviour ome thousand:eight hundréd ‘and

' JOHN HENRY-KAGEL::
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Xy the! muderslgned, 1consul.:. fir !
this! city;-hérebyicertify the »above ‘signature;Johin! Hanry- Kage ,
be:the;true and proper hand: wntmg of ‘the publxc Sworn -transla
at-thi clty,, to:whichifaith and.credit are due.: - : ;

i : Givenr under:my hand\and» seal of: oﬂice;'on thls Sd day of!
-1 ~:Marchy. 1846‘ e rni ey BT

& 'Con‘:svnum or THE' Ummn STATES ]

ot peln ++Rio “d¢: Jane

%ne:d, consul‘ of” the Umted States, he:eby ce
¢ a; co‘rrect copy of the opngmal on ‘file.

Ty the \mderm
the' fore oing ‘to'

consulatei .
vaen under my( hand _,and Seal‘ ot_’ ofﬁce‘ n-
[Ls ’1846 s Lo

e LEGATION UNXTLD STATES,
sebTe e Rig e Janeiro, March 21, 1846

Sm, ‘The” enclosed is a copy of the evxdence ‘taken, befor'e._M ;
Consul’ Parks, in " the “case of the’ Enterpnse, an American .vessel.,
lately sold in; this’ port for the purposes of,. and a-'tually employ d
in, the s]ave t}:ade. R PRI '

ie

i

onor tozbe,x sxr, very respectfull; .your

r'..‘;;. Pudh K .‘l
-""'fﬁl?lovi’sp Tl;at’ € "W nt" bf th Ag}ii)

va

“‘Eixterptme,_ ; 'Bo‘sto‘n ‘of “which. Charles thcho’i oh‘ ster
ani Bmﬁﬁ' M Cyteet;’ of Ohaﬂeston*, ag o@vner as ap by her
€| sald vessél' ﬁil%d‘froma@ st on’fbr ghe };g Nej
igla i ‘day 2 Détetibr, “n‘ the Jdar 1848, at'w ‘e
igla iskige ot 25 days; “shé" ‘K?ér‘

]gi‘iﬁo, i dis éharged ‘part’of th

Priy4; 7 ehe (oe: Weiit'oto:°,
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clneﬂ%‘eé %HM& 'ty Fﬁtﬁ”%‘ﬂe}e part of the cargo was

_ disch ent back to Port Praya, where, at'the request
 of; Goinurodote- Pﬂmj“, Whei 4 Enter prist? voas gbanclied: byithai® ai-
therities™ ofithél mhmld,wnd: yrhﬁnﬂe:ﬁhq tibtaaned chebring: her
from:! all + Suapieions «the Wes asiswspectédy depphent supposes;
owing to havmg been amdn-ﬂfrwbn,ranﬂrthefuhngnﬁ%en wasbs gave
Ker (arbigish look; dncthdr park.of the vargo-ivas chschaxged at
this place. From Port Praya, the vessel toewched.atthe Isleof
Mauybut'didinos 2hdry add bdidfOunable to trade to. satisfaction,
proceeded to the Isle of May, where sufficient carg was, discharged
‘to buy geme dalt; and then went -agmin:4d Port Praya, having the
remaiideriofithe:lumber on deck. 'There the remainder of the out-
ward cargo, was sold, and the,vegsel was cleared for Pernambuco
Y argo “of s sa t;,' : Pemamb\lco the veesel .arrived . about.
tﬁ‘ fitit 'of March. On the first of April the Enterpnse” ,
%t prnambuco, for. Buenos Ayres,: with a..cargo, of sugar,
] aid’ adf ﬁuen:d yres ‘more g‘mnd th&ee mon*bs, from wiich*
Dplace_sailed, fo tal t;Bip de Janeiro, about the mid-
dle 8", A})xgust,ygfter % p‘ﬁ:agé' of about 16-days. Laidat this
ort till the vessel was chartered. And deponent further said that
Ee has been master’s mate on board the  Columbus,” for the whole
cruise of that vessel, and for more, than elev .months on the Brazil
station. - Deponent Tebt this' hisrbor in’the t¢ g:flumbus” on the 15th
of April, 1844, and_his letters, and : -2pplication for a gunner’s ap-
; om.ment in the United Statés ' navy, are now on file at the Navy
Epartment at Waghington; . Charles: Nicholson was master of the.
nterprie’’ pntnl the, 10th day.: of -Ociober, 1845, on which day
the papers ere transferred to, .deponent, and on the, 12th she sailed
umier deyb eti‘t"s”cdm‘ﬁfahd for the coest of Africa. Captam Nich-,
olion” ‘transh efred "$he' ‘omitiand of tha' 'végsel ‘to deponant on ac-
count’ ‘Gfhig widknes; sfter the chartér of the vessel. On depo-.
nent’s appmptment as Jnaster Kennedy, one of the crew,was made
nrded; the ‘ool Mas' Biseliarged, and u foréigher substituted in'his
Ehc s 33d two }:,a 3, é reigners, were added to the crew: All on’
al kc tain and mate, were forei ners,” Captam.
Nlcholson chartered the vessel to Manpel Pmt:o' da. Fonseca, and
deponent bas a &opy of the charter’ par‘ty now 'in his possession;
Captain Nicholson gave deponent written instructions, the ori ginals
of which, as wellas a copy of the charter party, will. be furnlshed,
to be appendgfd do-this! daposition./.. i+’
Tbefnargp om\sbbded the: &G‘Eutevpi\xse,” for the coast of Africa,
:‘“" ‘11; 9° B, %&*de!)ﬂ: mskatss \BQder,,zwe,,, some
b el eaﬁ fiha , 8 few a, ' Jumber;. thexe;. were, err
By %ﬁ m . 10! ,,é 2 % ¢ls.0f q?mfcntc. and,;from 26,/

}:

7

] qgni ' il d)‘!ﬂrﬂ;
faiq i‘én €18, t‘ és tite) R’Phg b‘b'c QB““W/YW '-We
H{f }%ﬁ s SRSy o
il
'“ ‘Etﬁ b‘g ‘*?:{??:‘F 3‘”‘9 LPW ¥ [ W !ﬂh) wel'feh!!rom
ing:to, do mith thc:iimﬂkl&,

b&&! mnaw umd’m&w
mtqd,thtr movement

# hy . Deponent |

g,‘g, ‘”(1,, X P updes § ﬁ, ﬂimt!on of; ABo, superaargey asl
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was:also:the- destivation -of Thé "vessel. .
of ‘his own‘ knowledge;  of .gny- contract

Nicholean ‘with pivy: person: whotudoéve

t&ﬁmz*"%ﬁ&?ﬁﬁlé&‘ﬁoiﬂf.?th“i's__’ffdntf‘tp'~ “delivered-on" ihe
coast ofrA¥riea or ¢lséiwhere; he was'led to' believe it-wasmerély 4 .
cherteryiand in’confirmativn of this; the- cook; who wes aftérward§
disckarged; started u rutnor that the vessel was actuslly-sold here::
This made-deponent-angry ‘with-Captain “Nicholedi o account of
his being; as he supgoied; deceived-as ty the voyage; and-deponeny
hail a:dispute with Ciptain-Nickolson ; occasioned by this rémor; it -
wab settled by his taking: the ook face toface before il person
whom he gaveup'as-duthor, who dénied having: told him apy 'stich
thing; -this was the' chief cause of‘ Captain Nicholson’s: conses i
to-thedischarge of: the' cook at his own request. Andideponiont:fers
thier saidythit Captain Nichblson’s instructions to' him were .to sedl
the, vesgel, if - be'could, for 12,000 dcllars,; and as muck more as' da-
ponent could: get, in’ case an- offer was ' made on” the coadty av -will
appear by. said instructions: hereunto’ aunexed:  He did‘not: inforim
the deponent. whether: e expected au -offer would be made bini: of
not, nordid- deponent -infer so from any thing hesaid. Phe Ba.
terprise’ sailed:from Rio on the 12th, as aforesaid; and made Cope
Pilinas on: the 7th Novemler following; thencerun down to Almisa,
to- the ‘eastward’of. Cape:St; Pauls. "At'that place the supepcargo
.sold a-part of the cargo;: sbout one-fifth;. consisting’ of aguavdente,
wiskets, and'powder, and other articles. There are'two “or three
castlés:atithut:place; 10 whom' déponent. bad o réport) the: pantsof
the carge sold was taken off in'canoes; thence went about 30 miles,
furthler: to+ the: leeward; to a place called: Annamaboe; at-whisl
place the ‘supercargo: sold 2,000 doHlars worth.of cargo, beingabout
a:sixth part ‘of ‘whet remainéd; thence went-to- Lagos or'Ouins: fhe,
day before making 1’%"’5 ‘were bonrded‘b‘y the British man-of-wae.
brigi% Albatsoss:? . “Wiile ot Lagos the ¢ Enterprise” .was often
boarded without any suspicion being excited, At Lagos discharged
wore of the cexgo, consisting of bales;- the: beards, farinhey-wod
beans; there, a man by the name of Salvi, deponent thinks: Greges+
ria Salvi,proposed'th buy the vessel, and offered 10,000 dollars for.
her), but depopent would not sell for less than 12,000 dollars;, then
he, Salvi, wished the vessel to go to the windward to dixvose of the:
rest of the cargo, and he and the supercargo wanted, the vessel to go
firdt to 8 place called  Soo 800, to the windwird, about, ten miles
from Lingosy.the veesitiwenttp thare; apd after having discharged ten
or. twelwis. barréld, Salvi came on board and said he would take het
of 12000 dokoes, amd -gove drafts on Manoel Pnte 4o Fapssea,
which have been paid by’ him, to Captain Micholian since: dépes.
nent’s atrival at this place, be having brought the deaffs with him,
The'vessel was sold-on the 91st Deoember;. with the: semainder- of .
the cargd left on board, with the.consent. of the superearge ‘whom
Ma;goglgfl,fg'jtd da Fopseca had put on' board, which Temainder was-

aboit dre-third of ‘the original cargo-put on board. v T .
Deponent had s power of attorney to.sell the vessel,- from:

Chatles' M: ‘Cutter to Captain- Nicholson, the atter of ~whom
-6
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transferred -if to-him, deponent. " ‘TheWessel -was:delivered without
aay bill of saje being given. The.power of attorneyiwas refurned
by 'dé’ponent to-Captain Nicholsén; who .now has-it. :The “Enter-
rise’’ wag churtered for 1,000 dollars per month; 2,500 were poid
In advence to Captain Nicholson. ' The charter party was from the
Bth of September, 1845, and ended on the 218t December following,
Zzoaking three and a half months iv all; so-that when ghe was sold,
there were 1,000 dollars due on the charter party,‘which has been
‘gliil by Manoel Pinto da Fonseca to Captain Nicholson since, mak-
%_in all paid to Captain Nicholson, since deponent’s return, 13,-
dollars. For the vessel and charter party the gross .amount
aid-him being 15,000 dollars. Deponent took away the Americen
l§:f and papers, and took the name of the place where the vessel
onged from off her'stern. Captain Nicholson said that Fonseca
‘Bhad two sgents on the coast, and named Salvi as one of them, and
“told deponent that if the vessel were sold to either of them, he
might take bille on Fonseca, but if sold to any one else, must have
the cash down. All the foreigners of the crew chose to remain
with the vessel; all the Americans, being Kennedy and deponent,
Beft ber when sold; the supercargo remained on board; the four
passengers landed at Onin. Deponent left Onin on the 24th De-
cember, in a Genoese vessel, for Bahia, at which port, on the 20th
of January, she arrived. Left Bahia on the 29th Junuary, sud ar-
zived at this port on the 8th of the present month. ‘
And deponent further said, that be now remembers the vame of
the person who parchased the * Enterprise’ is Jeronimo Lalvi, not
Gregorio, as before stated, and that no regular bill of sale’ was'
wmade out on the delivery of the vessel; but on receiving the drafts
&om the purchaser, Salvi, a receipt was passed to him for them, in
which receipt deponent mentioned said drafts to be for the value
of the ‘‘ Epterprise.” And further deponent said not. :
THOMAS SRANTON.

~ 8worn to and executed in duplicate, on the 12th Febrﬁnry, 18486,

Defcre mc. . -
: ' GORHAM PARKS,
U. 8. Coneul.

Coxsvrateor Tee Unitep Starss,

Rio de Janeiro,
T, the undersigned, consui of the United States of America st

thin hereby cestify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the
erigiaal op file ut fhis pouselate - ¢ FEEC 0BT 9

T, " Oiven dnder my hand and seal of office, on this, tire
3] g0k day of March, 1846, o
- GORHLM PARKS,

U. 8. Consul.
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To.all people .to whom this present bill of sale shall.com §
Thowas M.  Cutter, of Charlestown, county of Middlesex, State o
Maseachusetts, senc/greeting: -~ ., ., .. o 08
... Know ye, that X, the said Thomas M. Cutter, for and in considés
ration of -the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars, to me.in hand
well and truly paid,at or. before the ensealing and delivery.of
these presents, by Charles "Nicholson, of Fitchburg, State. and
county aforesaid,. the -receipt whereof I do hereby. acknowledge,
and am therewith fully and entirely satisfied -and contentéd, have
granted, bargained, and-sold, and by- these presents do grant, bar-
gain, and sell, wnto the seid Charles Nicholson, one’-ﬁalf cof-gll
the hull, or body, of the good schooner ‘ Enterprise,” togethier
with' one-half. of all and singular her appurtenances, now lying at
Charlestown, and registered at the port of Boston and Charles-
‘town, the certificaté of whose registry is as follows, to wit: -

Permanent, No. 815, , S K
} . ¢ In pursuance of an act of the Congress of the

USE“‘”SI’T:;’:S United States of America, entitled, *An act con-
NITED S * 3 cerning the registering. and recording of ships, or

vessels,” Thomas M. Cutter, of Charlestown, State of :Massachu-
setts, having taken or subscribed the oath required by the said
act, and baving sworn that he is the only owner. of the ship ‘or
vessel called the ¢ Enterprise,” of Boston, whereof Charles Nich-
olson is at present master, and is a citizen of the United States, as
he hath sworn, and, that the said ship or vessel was built at the:
United States navy yard, Brooklyn, State of New York,in the year
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, as per certificate of S. M. Pook,
naval constructor; vessel sold by order of the navy agent. And,
Joseph Grafton, surveyor for this district, having certibied that the
said ship or vessel has one deck and two masts, and that her
length is ninety feet, her breadth twenty-four feet one inch, her
. depth ten feet, and, that she measures one hundred ninety-one §$ths
tons, that she is a schooner, has a square stern, ro galleries, and a
billet head. And the said Thomas M. Cutter having agréed to the
description and admeasurement above specified, and security haying
been given, according to the said act, the said schooner has bee

duly registered at the port of Boston. T,
Gyiven under our. hands and seals, at the port of Boston, this
sixth day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
forty-four. o , : , S
- T. SMITH, Register. . - [sman.]..
ADAMS BAILéY, Dy. Collector. *

GEORGE ROBERTS, Nuval Offcer.

N

v

- Jo kaee and to hold the said granted and bargained one-half of ssid
schoonér snd premises, with the appurtenances, unto the sid
Charles Nicholson, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assig

or to his and.their only proper use, benefit, and beboof, forever.
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And 1, the said Thomas M. Cutter, do avouch myself to be the
true and lawful owner of the said half of said schooner and ker
ehpubfeniances; and Have'in me full power, good right, gnd taveful
authdrity, to dispose of the-said half of said Schooner; and Feér ape

urtenances, in manner aforesaid. And. furthérmhore; ¥; the:sard
%ﬂms M. Cutter, do -hereby covenant and agrée to-wairant dnd
déféhd" the  said schooner and appurtemances agaiist the: lawful
claiiis ‘dnd’ demtands of all persons whatsoever; untor him, the said
@Birles Nicliolson; his heirs ind executors; forever. -~

‘Inwittiess whereof, I the said Thomas M. Cutter, have hereunits
et iy hand and seal, the seventh day of December; in'the year of
otir 107 d’ one thotsind eight hundred and fofty-four: =~ ..
R THOMAS M. CUTTER. [szav:]
- -Stpned, sealéd, and delivered, in the presence:of “4g, = - .

- - Okkel ‘Bripsury, , ) : :

| GioreE W', Tinwen,.

P
T e

» .
—

+ ConsuraTE oF THE Unyrey Stared,
. : , ) : . Riode:Javiesno..
.. By the undersigied, consul of the Unitéd Stafes:of America st
thie: cig,ghfemby certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the
origindd ou file at:this consulate:. - P B
;’f:; 5.1» - Given under my hand and seal of office; on this, the
L2 81 y%h day [of ] March, 1846, . o
. o - : GORHAM PARKS;.
. ' T . ‘ U. 8. Consul..

B.

ﬂno{a ali wen by these presents, that T, Thomas M: Gutter; of -
Mg!e&%\'m, ia the county of Middlesex; State of Massachusetts;
46 hereby. constitute and appoint Chirles Nicholson, of Fitchburg;
mslﬂ’& county and ‘State, master marinet; nvy true and fawfnl attor-
ey, fo¥ me, atd 'in my name, to sell in any foreign port; where He
may judge it for my interest so to do, one-halﬂ the sehooder
@ Fntérprise,” of 19144 tons burthen, and registered in the custom-
Kéwse at' Bostoir; udto such person or persons, and for suck price
or priceg s he may think proper, and for me, and in my namé; to
3 -,m&,ﬂd_iver such: instrument of fransfer as may be necessary
1o cousphefe:ahid dmless il - . v s

- Giviey wnd\graitifig 'to MY se¥d- dttorney, by these presents, the_
power and authority to zct in the premises In as full and ample a
Banne ds T might. do, if versonally présent. And I hereby ratify
ingd: codfirm al! that my:sxid attorney may- lawfully do by virtne
- ‘Tmywityese wheteof I'bave bereunto set my haud aud sesl, thie,



4he seventb day qf December, m the year mghteen yhundtregl md
forty-four '
‘THOMAS M CUTTER, .[a,uyq’]

.fzﬁj‘;:z;ctii.ed in; presancesof, i
_Omu:s ‘BRADBURY; . - '
. Groper; W, Tunmm. S

’ Coxuoxwumu or Muucavszwps, a

o - Unsged ;States of . Jmm,cqm .

T Lo b MM esez ss.y December: 7,4,8;4 '

: Thehe pverso‘nally appeared,'Thomas M. Cutter, and ack'nowledged
thls mstrument, by hun sngned, to be\hns tree nct anﬂ deod _

efore me.. _
NA‘TH’L AUSTI:N,,; S
- Justice: of the Pcace

lTns:sferred to Captam Thomas Shauton, Rw de Janenro, Oc'qber
l ’ 1 Lo . R *

Exgc,utgd in presen.ce of,
OHN STAFFORD,
-Cuapirs. NicuoLso.

Cousm.ni: oF raa eru;n St rag -

: Rio de‘flanz;qo
I the undermgned oonsul of the Umted Stms of Americe; bue-
by ce!txfy the foregoihg: to be_ a correct.copy: of the original onﬁle

at this consulate.
«(Given under my - hand and seal of oﬁce, .tlua l'!tkﬂav

J.}(F..'.“l'l,oanmh,'ms B
T GORHAM- pmnxs,\.n
U.’S. C«m::-w«

C'Mrter Pa riy

,,It .;s,t.hugdsy ;mutuany agaeed bexwaen Mr. mema,Lc tgpuof
‘theiAmeridan gphoones, Enterpxiseyat present anohqre ingd il&,npm
snd:Mr. Munoel Pinto da Fonsecs, merchant of thik€ity, ®izz o) &

‘Th&%.’lﬂd qcuouwhojngmvnch, strong; and every way ft‘ .
for a voyag emtm«mn inithig porty from the charterer or Hn
ag,ept”t‘_fqﬂ. cuxgo of gpods, or any lawful merchandise, at the gp-_
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tion of the charterer, not exceeding what she can stow.over and
above ber tackle,.apparel, provisions, &c. = |
The captain reserves for himself the right to open and examine
any package which he may suspect, and of rejecting. those which
ma‘;z contain‘any articles forbidden or illicit,. -.:- . " ..
- After being loaded, the vessel will proceed from this port to any
of the ports on the coast of Africa, from the latitude 25° south to.
156° north, which the charterer, or his supercargo on board, may
oint out, and where the vessel may arrive with safety to perform
er discharge. ‘ .
The vessel shell not be obliged to proceed further up in any ri-
ver;‘except the Congo, at its mouth, if it is necessary.
. From. the coast of Africa the vessel will return to any port of
Brazil, where ber voyage terminates. - . G e
The- charterer is bound to pay the captain, or his agent here, the
freight of ‘'one thousand Spanish dollars per month, which freight
is to be'counted from the 5th instant, until she yreturns to any port of
bBrazgl,ﬁand is' cleared of the cargo or ballast she may have on
. board.> =~ - - ’ Lo
. Ag soon as the vessel is ready, and before her departure from this
port, the charterer shall pay to the captain or his agents two
months’ freight, and the rest shall be paié’ ‘after her returning to
this or any other port in Brazil. S e
Al]l the expenses of loading the vessel in this port, discharging
and again loading at any port or ports where she may be ordered,
are on the account of the charterer. ' '
The vessel will carry from this port to that where she may be
ordered, any free passengers which the charterer may designate,
he furnisking at his expenses all the netessary articles for their
food, the captain only supplying his cook, water and fuel. . . .
]' »'Tll:he crew of the vessel will not be obliged to work on shore or
ighter. ’ SN
- 'The captain will sign bills of lading‘which will be presented to
him for the cargo received on board, without reference fo the
freight -therein’ mentioned, this being for the account-of the char-
terer. i .. . : , ..
~+The charterer or his agents on the ceast of Africa, shall not.
detain the vessel at any of the ports for a space of time longer
than two months. : .
All the risks of navigation and accidents of the seas are ex-

ted. .
cfgither of the contracting parties who may fail to fulfil the obli-
E::i:u specified in this charter party in the whole or in pait, is’
d.to 5:3 the other the sum of three thousand Spanish dollars:

-And both persons,’being entirély sgreed to the stipulatiors here-
io ‘mentioned, hiave signed this charter party. Rio de Janeiro, .
¢ de Septro., 1845, - CLen T o v
N ' MANOEL PINTO DA FONSECA:
R ' CHARLES NICHOLSON. .+ -
_The vessel to.go to no other river than the mouth of the'Congo
river. . .
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WoLrie icog o rCowsvnate'or rae Unprep Stafss, -
et Bt e L T o - Rio e Janeiro.
1, the untersigned, consul “of the United States at this city, hére~
.bf,*(;ertifyi the:foregoing to be a correct copy of .the original ot
file at this consulate. -:, - ol ' LT Ty

i8] _ Given under my héﬁd: and seal of ‘.oﬁicle,"'(‘m this thel'm;
™3 day of March, 1846. T,

" GORMAN PARKS, & .
S Unite& States Consul.

. Rio pE Janzino,

: L .+ 7 :October 4;:1845:
Sie 1 My instructions to you are, to take charge of the schooner
“ Enterprise,” of Boston, now in the harboi of. Rio de Janeiro,
and proceed on a lawful voyage to the coast of Africa, and with a
legal cargo. When there you are to be guided in most cases by
the: charter. party. - Shéuld the vessel return to Rio. de Janeiro,,
{ou‘a}ﬁ-t‘p‘.'app}y}to Mr. Charles Warner for further instructionss
ut if “you. return to any other port in the Brazil, you "dre to re--
chartei the vessel, if  you can get from one thousand ‘to one; thou-
-sand four hundred Spanish dollars per month; and you can’charter
the schooner as low as eight hundred dollars per month, or from"
four. to-five thousand- dollars for the voyage ; but you must, in ail
cases, get_all you can, not allowing them more than-from forty to
fifty lay days on'the voyage.” But, if you cannot get.a charter, you
can sell the ¢ Enterprise” on the Brazil coast for eight thousand
Spanish dollars, if- you can get it; and you are particularly cau- -
tioned against taking on‘board of- your vessel any black men om
any condjtions, either from one port .on the coast to another, or o
your. passage back, those black men that comes on board for the-
purpose of discharging the vessel, watering or ballastipg the ves-
sel; or other ship~ duty:you can let them come alongside: only.
You are also authorized {o sell the schoonet ¢ Enterprise,” if an
offer should  be made you-of ' twelve thousand dbllﬁts:-Sphﬁiik'fog,
upwards, for -good: bills or cash; if ‘the-vessel: should- e sold you

aré ‘to take’passdge in ‘an’American vessel if- possible, and ‘Hfin
back the officers and crew, whose :pay will 'go on'till'their wrriyud
at'any: port of the Brazil coast ; but if they wish to be diseharged
_on the coast of Africa you may dischiarge them if you please, ahd
pay thein’ one month’s pay over and” above their wages due’thein
at the'time.’' If - the vessel should -be sold, the purchaber or ‘bis
agent are to sign you's guarantee by whirh he obliges himself sot
to-employ:the vessel illegally, und that she is purchased for Tawfal
businéss -only; and the purchaser will oblige -himself - to 'provide
the-captain, his officers and crew, with a:free-passage back to:the.
vzils; or."theUnifed States of North -America; on " board of -a.
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vessel engaged in Jawful trade; the purchaser or agent in Africa, if
they.draw a bill, must draw at three days’ sight for the above sum"
of twelve thousand’ dollars Spanish « against any substantial house
in he Brazil, adding-to the said sum the amount of freight due the
véssel up to that dafe, at the rate of one thousand Spanish dollars
per month, commencing on the fifth of September, 1845, And ‘in
eases of re-chartering the vessel, if ‘you should do sb, you are to
get es much of the charter money s you can, and the whole if
-possible, and" advise with Mr, Maxwell as to the best manner of
remitting the money to the owners, unless you receive further
orders about it. And I hope you will not let any opportunity
pass of “writing to inform the owners of your proceedings, as ‘we
shall always be anxious to hear from you and the vessel. And I

hope you.will be careful in running for anyland, as the vessel may

not be insuted.
I wish you a safe and pleasant voyage.

Kzethain yours, with respect, v -
T . CHARLES NICHOLSON.
_Captain Taomas Suanrow. A

" ConsuLaTE of rue Usrrep States,

L - e T © ' Riode Janeiro,

. Xy the undersigned congul of the United States at this city, hatéby
certify. the foregoing to be.a correct copy of the original on fileat :
this :consulate.” o o SR
‘:‘{!EAL ];Giye;l under my hand :and seal of office, on ‘this the
AT 1M March, 1846, . - A .
S 7. GORHAM PARKS, . .
; ' United States Consul. -

o
~ s

_+. . Consurare o THE Unrrep'SraTes,

L - 0 Rdo de Janeiro, February 14, i846.

" Bersopally appeared before the yndersigned, consul of the Untted
Blates at this city, Charles Nicholson, wha, heing duly sworn upon
the Holy Evangelists of "Almighty God, deposed as follows: That
e js:a native of France, and & naturalized citizen of ‘the Ubited
States of America; a resident .in ‘the. town of Fitchburg) in the
cpmmonwealth of Massachusetts; that be was magter of the schoguer
¥ Xnterprise,” of Boston, end sailed.from Boston on: the Sth De-
oember, 1844, for' the Cape de -Verd islands. The ‘Enierprise”
&*ﬂg&gi;hy,_l‘hpma:M.’_Cut,ter,-of Charleatewn, in.the.State of

sssachusetls, and - deponeat, in. equal moieties. . iDeponent put-
ohased ope-half of the vessel after ber register was taken out.of
the custam-bouse, ¥ad herewith deponent produces a bill . of-ssle
zegeived from Thomas M. Catter, which bill. of . pale is.annexed to
this depasition, marked A. This document was banded .to depo-
zeat by said . éut_ter, who, on the 7th day of Decemher,,m“,s&
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gave him the power of ‘atforney to sell said vessel, whick ig here.

unto epnexedy-and marked B, which power was certified by "¢“Nat

thapiel Austin,”’-a justice of the ;peace, and transferréd by depo-

nent 1o’ Chgzph Thonias Shanton, at Rio de,.Janeiro, on the Fith
Ostober; 1845, in/the presence of Jokn Stafford, as appears by the
endorsements.on ‘the said: power of :attorney. This s ithe only
‘power .of -attorney given deponent ‘by.said- Cutter. ' Tne intentions
of Mr. Cuttér-and deponent, when the latter left home, were to:
sell the-vessel if a satisfactory price could:be :obtained; and depo-

nent 'was in hopes of being able to have .disposed of her to Gegeval
Rosas, ‘butihe would not buy her. Deponent had:also some thoughts

of ‘going vound the Horn, or to “China. 'The * Enterprise’ sailed
from Boston for the Cape de- Verds; there salt was taken.inj snd

thenée wett'te Pernambuco and .took in:sugar, with' which 'pro-

ceeded :to. Buenos Ayres, whence she sailed, in bellast, forRio.ide
Janeiro, where:she arrived the 28d of August Tast.. At 'this port,

the vesseél lay ten ‘or twelve days, after which deponent mide a

charter party with Manoel' Pinto 'da Fonseca, she hayinﬁ in the

menntime been offered. for sile, freight, ior charter, by Hobkirk,

Weetmen & To., hrokers  of ithis city. -Deponent never spoke

about the matber,cexcept-with Weetman. The said charter party was
-eptered inte-on:the 4th SeptembBer, 1845, as that .doeument pus-

ports,-the original of which, enteiied into with Fonsecn, is heteunfo

sonexed,quarked C. .. Deponent cannot say that .he saw- Fonséca

sigh it. Af that time the, deponent; interided to go :in the wéssel
basesélf. Among;h‘he,cirgo that came on board, deponent objected
to.carrying four -barrels, which had the plugs taken out, and. coms

tained, as copld be seen, small chains,-about the .size -of a-shipla:
topsail sheet chain. These four barrels weretaken:out by Fonseca.

Depenent thinks the. ¢ Enterprise” had -on board from 100 to 120

bagrels: of sum; from 30 to 40 cases of muskets; 1,600 kegs of pom-

dér. : These, with dry goods, composed the principal part of her

oargo.: There were also about 30 mets of jerked beef -on-board:

The.vessel was: first to touch -at the island .of St. Thomas. The

charterer put a supercargo on board, who had the direction of the

vqyase,', and: the care and control of the cargo. 'The charter party

bound the vessel to return to a port in Brazil, where her voyage

was, to terminate. - Deponeat authorized. Captain Shanton to il
the vessel,if an ‘pffex were made to him of $12,000, in good bills
or eash,’and to'reconcile the sale,in case it should be made, with

the charter party. ~ .

Deponent saw Manoel Pifito da Fonseca, and agreed with him,
verbally, that in case the vessel was sold the charter party should
cease. "The.manner in which deponent gave Captain .Shanton di-
rections, as ‘to-iow he was to know whose bills might be takeny
way, this: Deponent mamed to Cuptain.S. geveral houses on ‘whpm
bills. would be. gaod, . but.the pame of Fonaeca wasinot one.of them
as he rémembers. . Nor does he remember tha,t,he.,rd,_egzagnt;« gave

hiw the; names jn ‘wrating of any. ageats of Fouseca, whose bills 3.;
him he 'might take; nor that he, depopent, naped to. him verbally
any such.men:.; Peponentbimself took no pains to ascertain whose
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bills in Africa would be good; he might have givento - Captain
Shanton the:hames of two men, whose bills he might take: ~ Hey
de}‘po"nent, thinks he did make some inquiry a3 to. whose bills'in’
Aftica would bé honored, and was told that certain two ‘mer, whose:
paties ke has. forgotten; could Eive good- bills on:this ‘place;’ does
not remémber of whom inquired. Deponent never made any agree-
ment, or arrangement, or any other understanding, with-any one here
ag to the sale of the vessel on the coast of Africa, previous to“the
sailing of the ¢ Enterprise.” 'The charter party commenced on the
5th September, and términated on or about the 20th December.
D?onentﬁwas paid two-and a half months’ charter partyin advance,
and,.when the vessel was sold, one month’s charter money was due:
The yessel was sold for $12,000, and bills were taken for that sum
and.$1,000, or one month’s charter money, making $15,500 which
deponent received for the sale of the vessel, and threeand @ balf
month’s ‘ chdrter. The: bills were .drawn by a man, whose name
s;}inde’il like Salvi, on Manoel Pinto da Fonseca, who has paid
them. fo N P oo
. At this stage of -the deposition, the consul put the following
question : How happened it:that the purcharer'in ‘Africa .came teo
include in his bills on Fonseca, for the purchase of the vessel, the
amount of charter money due from Fonseca to you, or the charter-
party 1. Deponent answers, that he'does not know,: .-~ “%. .~ °
" The rext paper, marked **D,” is the original instruotions given
by deponent to Captain Shanton. Captain S. gave no bill of sale
" for. the vessel, but receipted for the bills. Deponent has" not
executed any bill of sale or transfer; he signed a "docuinent,
‘receipting for the amount of the charter party, as ‘well as for the
sale of the vessels. It wasa receiptim fulk The reason deponcnt
did not ‘take the barrels with chains, was that he did not know but
that the yessel might be overhauled by an American man-of-war,
and suspicions might be excited tbat she was connected with the
slave trade. - Fonseca urged deponent to take thew; saying they
were only -chains forlaunches; but deponent refused. ~ Further de-

ponent said not. 7 o .
. : CHARLES NICHOLSON. -
' i':Sivorn to; on this the 14th day of Februsry, 1846, before'me, -~
S GORHAM PARKS, - -~
. U. S. CMN’.

v

-
¢
—

- .

v o D . ConsuLatk oF THE UNITED STATES, ¢ .
‘,m‘,_f:"'. K] PR LT . .R‘adi'-’m’-"
“+¥; the "undersigned, consul- of the United Ststes“at this city,
hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct copysf the originaton
fite 31 this consulate. - oot dRE s e e
ﬂ{n. 5] Given nu,derimz hand and seal of office, on- this the' lﬂﬁ
RS )

“day of Merch, 1846. -
’ : : R GORHAM PARKS, - "
. ' United States Consul.
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G e iConsuEATe oF THE UNrTED STATES, <
e T LT e T e Rie de Janerrolt
. "Personally.appeared before the undersigned, consul of the United
'States of America at the git'ﬁof Rio de Janeiro, John Grabam, who
being duly sworn upon the Holy,Evangelists of Alm.ghty God, de-
P@i@é%. as follows: * .0 BT
" That he'isof the city of Philadelphia, in the United Stateg of
America; is thirty-four years of age; that when the barque Pons, of
Phil_a"qaaphia‘, sailed from the city of New York, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and forty-four, deponent was master and
sole owner of ‘her, although her register was in the name of .two
other persons. Deponent suiled -in that véssel from New York, in
the month of July of said year, and after touching at virious ports
in Europe, came to Rio, d¢ Janeiro, where he airived from Madeira
on the twenty-seventh day of December, in the same. year.  The
“Pons” at this time brought passengers and salt; the salt was
taken iis at the Cape de Verd islands, wheré the vesgél toucked for
that purpose; the passengers were emigrants from the island, of Ma-
deira to Brazil; the passengers.entered into an obligation to pay
their pasgage on their arrival- here, but in what manner wag xot
stated._ Deponent bad ‘the right _to detain them on board until
their passage was paid, by the contract; two of theé passengers're-
mained u§ part-of the crew of the “Pons,” with their own consent.
Before entering further inio this deposition; deponent wishes to
explain what is meant where he stated above that he was sole
owner of the ¢ Pons.” The vessel stood in the names:of {wo other
persons, as security for money advanced to deponent by them;.and
whenever deponent paid them the debt,.the vessel . was to become
his property. That debt has been  paid, and the vessel bas been
transferred to deponent by them, according to agreemcnt. The
bill of sale to deponent was dated in September, in the year 1845.
" The debt having.been paid some time since, and deponent being
absent frow the United States, he wrote for the bill of sale, whic
was received by the barque ¢ Lydia' Ann,” Captain Garwood, on
the third day of November Jast past. When deponeit arrived-a}
Rio de Janeiro from Madeira, four of the persons who were takem
on board at the latter place, to wit: Manoel Pereira, Tiburtio
Vieira, Izidoro'Mendes, and Jozé Aatonio Pereira were shi;:,ped as
part of the crew. When the “ Pons” sasiled under deponent’s com-
mand, on the twenty-sixth day of March, 1845, for Ambriz, on'the
coast of Africa; and when she d¥rived at Rio de Janeiro from Ca-
binda, on the coast of Africa; and when she again sailed from Rio
de Jineiro for the coast of Africa, on the twenty:first day of July,
1845, under the command of Captain Ferry, the same four persons
continued as a_;; rt of the crew of that vessel. For the voyage on
the twenty-sixth of ‘March, 1845, the “Pons” was charfered by
Yosé Bernardino de Sé; to go to the coast of Africa and" back.” At
fhifs- tim¥ twd paesengets were carzied over in the  Pons,” one of
whom was supércargo for the cbarterers; his name, deponent thinks
was Macﬁfdb;'gﬁd-thigas of the cargo was landed at Ambriz, m&
delivered tothe super¢e¥ge, Machado; the other thifd was delivered

i
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at Cabinda, toa’ man named Revende, who returned to Rio in the
barque * Pons'-as a passenger. 'The cargo out, consisted of pipes
of -liquor aguardente, déponent thinks two hundred 'pi%es; also,
bales, boxes, and bags 6f merchandise; algo, muskets, in baxes, tep -
Boxes of which were lost oveérboard on the voyage. "At the time of
entering’into the charter, the deponent did not know the character
“of ‘José Bernardino de Sa; but on the voyage out, Teagned that.the
character and reputation of his business to be, that he was extenr

ively engaged, both in licit and illicit trade; in the latfer depo-
nent inténds to include the slave trade, The ¢ Pong Pilot, and
Mersche] were charfered at about the same time, and during the
pericd the piblic mind was so much excited in’consequence of the
seizure of the brig “ Porpoise,” as it was said, for connexion'in th

slave trade; and deponent believes that the clrarter of the. Pops’.
was énhanced in comsequence of that excitement. Deponen} was
abgent on the voyage eighty-eight days, and touched at Amhriz.apd
Cilinda alone;’ for which. he got eight thousand dollars. The
chert¢f was negotiated for deponent by Weetman, of the firm of

Hoblirk, Weetman & Co. yTLeman At e A Y
_Wl;il,g' deponent. was in "Africa he ‘went into the interior and
visited an interior kKing, near Awmbriz, seven !eagues from the codst.
Déponent 'was one month on the coast during that yoyg%g;, and re-
turned to Rio:de Janeiro on the 24th June, 1845. On the 6th dpy
of July, of the same year, entered into the charter party with Joap
Aptonio de Miranda, the original of whish is. hereunto annexed,
and made a part of this deposition, and marked A. =~ =
“Mhranda is 2 merchant of this city. At the time deponent. char-
tered his vessel, the % Pons,” to him kec was only aware .of his
béing’'a merchant; but, since that time, deponent has‘ learned fhat
Yie; Miranda, belongs to a company which is concerned in- the slave
trade. Deponent does not kyow whether that company consists of

.xpany or few inllividuals. Manoel Pinto da ‘Fouseca is reputed;to
be ope of the company. Deponent does not know wha shipped the
cvr@o of the  Pons' .in this port, whether Mirapda or bis agents..
The "captaig. did" not, to deponent’s knowledge, open, any of. the
packages under the awuthority given him by the second grtide:ég
thi¢’ charter party. He supposed the articles shipped corregponded
with the bills of lading, and also with the despatches of ihe cus;
tém-honse; the'bills-of lading included pipes and merchandise.
Deponent thinks the ““Pons” had no muskets on board, - The pipes
contiined ligdor ‘aguardente. By,the words in the ‘chaster party,

“ay poits iy the Atlantic ocesn,” deponent understood that ports

on’ the coast of Africa were meant; such wag the understanding.

fit'the'time. of entering’ into this charter, party, depanesd. did-not
tiniderstand the object in"seMig over the ] awsengers referred fo.in

. the fourth acticle ‘of the charter pasty. - ﬁe kpew that somctimes

o pagsengers taken pver to Africa became the ageuis.of men here

td recéive the goods sent over, but ke &id pot know for what pue~
ose the passengers went out. Three or.four days before the sail,

s:,'k ‘of theé Yegsel, deponent met a person ap phang‘eihﬁo' told him

Be ittanded to go out as passsiiger on board the  Pana,” . Depo-
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nent: told him be had' nothing to- do: with the pasgengers, and've-
ferred! hil to thé charterers. Deponent believes lis: namd;was
Galiano; but, at/the time; he neither Jmew his nagie nor his chei-
acbéry o hin:businesg. ‘This same: person: went. out jn.the véssely
for depohent found him' on- board’on ‘the morning shie:sailed; bat
he knows lie.was not the person to whom' the cargo was to be de-
livéregl, wor lad he the'charge of the: cargo. - The-reason the dépos
nent krows this is-hiy. the bills of lading. ‘Deponent heré presents
th‘e'ﬂ.o.ri%inal\ bill of . sale from Messrs. Weelsh ‘to. hiin of the: barghe

% Poney’ & copy:of which 8 hereunto annexed, marked E.

- And-'deponent’ further: said, that the: passengers who aré. cairied
ovér to -thecoast gemerally are: carried ot to act as agents.fér pegs’
plediere; that he is informed that the whole of the crew of -the
. Pond” ‘were patd «off by:Captein Berry, at ‘Cabinda; and:the four
Portuguese, already named: ss pait of the crew, shipped on Board
of: her there after ske was.sold. Deponent believes that the oldest
of the four Portuguese was not over fiftéen or sixteen years'of #ge:
Hé. is: iuformed ‘that Galiano, the passenger carried over i theé
“Pons;” took command: of her after-she wasisold; hag not ‘héen:
informed: whether the. othyr_pas’senierslbecamqk partiof the ship's
cormpimy or-not. ~ Phe port where the vessel was expected to-finishi.
her discharge 'was undecided and appesred indefinités ~'The chard’
terer did not:go:ont in the vessel, and was to eéxercise the rightiof

in loading her with any: lawful merchandise through his agest.

at agent was the consigiied on shore, who is: ramed in déponentls.
letter of instructions, to wit: at river Lagos; Jeronimo €arlos Silviy
ory in his absence, Miguel da Sa Pereira. The-agent at ‘Cibinda
wis whoever the agent: at* Lagos sliould appeint. - The first-agest
or:agents’ named always.dppoints the sub-agents: at other-places;
eitier by orders or-endorsément on the bills.of lading, ot 'by: letters
of instruction. The:voyage was to {erminate at Rio de Jaweirs,
undess. the’ charter party was cancelled by mutual consent: ' Depo-.
nent expetted the vessel to go to Lagos it the: first ibstaivoe, attdh
there to:be governed by thie' orders of the consignee: The'vesbed
was finually giwharge‘d by the crew at Cabinda.. “Deponent ¢onsidc
ered: thie discharge to be finished there. His freight actuslly com=
menced ¢i-the 5th day of July, 2 naived in the sixth article of the-
charter party.  Deporrent was paid thirteen’ hundred and”fifty-dok
lagp:per: month' for fowe munthy svd twenty-two diys, ffom:the-5th
July to the 27th' of: November, ineluding one of the days nemed. =

Beforg/the vessel seiletd from this port, ‘deporent was paid five
thoubamd foer‘handred dotlars by the clerk of the charterer.” On
thezfifth of November, A°D. 184§, hé, deponent; received’ front
Manoe! Pinto da Fonsecsy or rathet from his clerk, the suti of ‘two
months ‘Tustelments, on account of the earnings of the barque
“Pons,’” then on a voyaﬁf to Africa as per deponent’s receipi-of
titkt ‘date,-sobjoined to the charter sf‘arty; hereutito innexed;-and.
ok € 18th-of Jaxuary, k. D. 1818, deponent forther retéived
tWo ton¥}E* irstalments; on account of the earnings of ‘the safd
berqué: ob ‘helbame voyage: This last'sum deponent réceived fromr
Mitande’s o, Piom the last-named smount, four Buiidred dol:,
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lars were deducted at this place, being :the. amount. .of Captain
Berry’s order-on depouent, dated at Onim, .or Lagos. :Including
‘what was pajd by Captain. Berry; at Onin; deponent had: received,
on the 12th day of January Jast past, ten thousand eight -hundred
dollars, as appears by the receipts on'the charter party.. On Mon-
day, the 19th day of Janpary, deponent received -the. letter from
Captain ‘Berry, dated Cabinda, December 21,- 1845, informing him
that.the vessel was sold on the:27th day of November last. past;
deponent, therefore, on the following day, paid back -to: the. cha:-
terer. four .thousand four hundred and: .nine dollars, being . the
amonnt over paid him in consequence. of - the vessel not-being: em-
‘ployed for more than four months and;'twenty-two - days. - This
money, was actually paid back by an order on Manoel Pinto da
Fonseca, upon whom the bills of exchange were drawn: for the pur-
chage money of the .vessel. . Deponent took no.receipt for that
money from Miranda, the charterer, or any one .else. On.the. day
of gettlement (deponent does not recallect the. day, but probably
the 19th or 20th) deponent was. indebted to the charterer.:four
thousand four hundred and.nine dollars, for moneys over paid-on
account of the advance ds per charter party; and the purchaserof
the. vessel was indebted to him in the 'sum of thirteen thousand
- dollars,.for which bills had beén drawn on Manoel Pinto da Fon-
seca, as deponent understcod from him, and who. honored the- bill
‘drawn, on_him by deponent in favor of the charterer Mirandd-alone.
Deponent was-not informed whether Miranda chartered the. vessel
for himself alone, or for himself and others. The first three limes
of. writing and figures, subjoined to the” charter party, deponent
knows nothing about, being made by some other person, and not by
deponent; but déeponent was, as by charter, to receive five thousand
four hupdred dollars, and did receive that sum, and if that be a
credit, for that amount, advancedw.on account of -the charter,
it is: correct. The words and figures of the fwo receipts
following . the foregoing—one dated the bth - November, 1845,
and the ‘other dated January 12, 1846—are. in -deponent’s own
‘bandwriting, and signed by him when they were wriiten, that is;
as late as 12th January, 1346; there wawg no erasuve in- either -of
them. The charter party did not remdin:in deponent’s -hands, and
whan,-‘.he;'gﬁt it.from Miranda, for the purpose of showing it to Mr:
Wise and Mr. Parks, (which was on the 29th ultimo,) the!firat receipt:
was ergsed in the, first, second, third, and fourth lines, as it now

pears.. When deponent wrote it, it read as follows: “Received,
go-dp Janeiro, 6th. November, 1845, from Manoel Pinto*ds Fon-
‘sec, two months’ instalments, paid on sccount of the earnings of

]‘n;qn,e: ‘Pons,’ now.on a voyege to Africa. el et
) cow i sde oz L. SJOHN. GRAHAM.” -

Srmherve el L T ; i

“."'The other words and ;ﬁﬁ‘?{e.l, both in ink ind pencil marks,. com~
, '% with the words “encontrei,” and ending-with the.words -
“C-binds,” are not in'deponent’s hand writing, and deponent knows
‘fiot by ‘whom they were written; nor did he know they were written
vntilhe called for sthe charter party, s before stated. The, sn-
pexed paper, marked B, purporting to be a copy of denonent’s in-
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structions to Captain Berry,:dated July: 19, 1845, is a true-copy. “of
the original and onlyinstructions given him' by deponent, and are'in
his-own handwriting. Manoel-Pinto da Fonseca, after the charter
of the “Pons,” and before she.sailed from this port, proposed: to
gepqpen;‘tii’ purchase the ““Pons” on the coast of Africa, in case

is;agent there:desired to purchase her; and deponent agreed with
himy in case his agent desired to purchase her on that coast; to take
for her..twelvé thousand Spanish dollars there, or thirteen thousand
Spanish dollars in bills on this :pluce, endorsed by the agent. of

,Caitaip Berry.: She was for szlé, and he being the first to propose
to buy, provided his agent wished to do so, the refusal was given:to
him, and: deponent did-not consider himself ‘at liberty to sell her'at
that price, ‘or any. price, to another, provided Pinto’s agent would
give that'price, and the captain’s agent was. willing to annul.-the:
charter. party; - but.should the agent of: Fonseca refuse to purcliage
the vessel on thense.terms, then Captain Berry was at liberty, de-
ponent considered, to sell her to aay one else-according ' to-his in-
structions. :Fonseca, since the arrival of ihe fJeune Gabriélle;?
has informed deponent that the bills for the purchase money-of the
¢Pons” had -been drawn, and that he was-prepared to.pay ‘them:,
What becatme:of the bills is accounted for in Captain Berry’s’letter
to deponent ‘from.Cabinda, dated December 21, 1845, the original
of swhith-is. kieréunto annexed, marked C.- , ~  ° .

In Making the settlement the other day with Fonseca, he would
notpay the full amount of the vessel, but reserved two thousand

‘dolJars until the bitls should-arrive, and until he should ascertain
what -amount of money the purchaser had advanced to Captain

.Berry .at Cabinda. : He, Fonseeca, sdid’ that two thousand' dollafs
would remain for the payment of expenses that may have been-in-
curred:by Captain Berry at Cabinda, as ap{;.ea‘:s by a note -in- the
Portuguese langnage at the bottora of the last page of the charter

arty.” Deponent does not remember whether he Informed Captain

%‘er'ry verbally; or im.2ny other way, that possibly or probably -an
offer would be made on the coast of Africa to him, as deponent’s
agent,for-the purchase of the ¢ Pons.”” Deponent is not informed,
further than by the letter of Captain Berry of the 21st December,
1845, whether -his :written instructions marked D,and his:.]etter
marked C, hereunto annexed, were complied with or not.. ‘The two
sailors, Littlefield and George Neit, bave, “in the presence of ‘the
-consu), said that everything was done legally and right.~* * - =
. The peper marked D is the copy of a letter dated July 19, 1845,
which‘%’eponent -addressed to Captain Berry, and delivered to him
before he sailed from this port.: The words, ¢ Kiver Lagos, latir
tude 6° 26' northy longitude 3° 22’ east,” wére placed oa the head
of the letter as the first port of his distination on the coast. - De-

‘poneat’s. interpretation of the: first part of this letier is, that the
cargo waa to be. delivered to Jeromimo Carlos Silvs, if at L:
and in cine of bis abserce; thet it was to be delivered to Migt
de'la Pereirs; and that, if delivered to the first named } crsbn, it
should be delivered as be directed, or if to the.second mamed - per-
500, 88 he dirycied; aad . that- by the words “as the agent may di-
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rect,” jeponent did not mean to be \indgrstood-"that‘th"e_fe Was:any
thiré.perno_n who should direct who .the cargo should: be: delivered
to:either of them.  Either the one or the:other-of thesé two persons
at Lagos was to.name the agent of the vessel at the next port to
which the vessel wus to proceed, under their: orders. Whom they
named as agent at Cabinda, deporent: is not- informed: If depuos
nent had not-been sick, he should have gone to:the coast of Africa
in. the barque ¢ Pons’ as master;: and he was not: influenced in res
mainieg by. the expectation that the vessel wasito be, or might be;
sold.. Deponent informed Mr. Wise, that he would charterciis
vessel for the coast of Africa, or sell her deliverable:there; ifi he
" got his price, and could-'do so legally; and deponent ehquired:of
r. Wise more than once, whether vessels counld: not be lawfuily
chiartered for the coast,or sold deliverable there;:and he replied;in
substance, that.he had:already given a written opinion-on:that:subs
jeet to. Maxwell, Wright & Co.; that it was. lawful to :charter a
vessel for: the coast trade, and to sell. an’ American: vedsel deliver=
able therey:provided itiwas done: with.lawful intent, and not to aid
and abet.in the'slave trade. Mi. Wise cautioned deponent not- to
do -anything unlawful,and to avoid all'contact with the slave trade.
He said that his object was not to.interrupt the lawful trade inany
maunner, but-was desirous. to protect and! promote: it. by:all the
means in his power. Deponent never knew' Manoel Pinto: da:Fon-
geca; nor anything about him, until his first-trip:to Africa, and then
and ‘since learned that he was a-man engaged in licit and illicit
trade, both along this coast; and.along the: coast of-Africa, .and (be-
tween Africa and Brazil, and that he 1s a man of immense wealth:
When: deponent. returned -in.the ‘‘ Pons,”” on the-24th:June, 1848
he:brought over:two. passengers, one of whoin was'Manoel:Jozé de
Rezende, who: was an. ggent: of Bernardino de S4, and who was' de»
ponentl’s. consignee at: Cabinda. . Wilien deponent-was at:Cabinda;
it the . first;voyage of. the ¢ Pons,” he knew:a man there by the
name: of Cunha, who. was reputed to bee an agent of- Manoel %-int‘o
do .Fonsgeca, and: both he .and Rezende were reputedi to:be con-
-cerned iin the slave trade.. Depoment does not-knowthe names: of
any.of the agents excepting these: two. -And deponent. further
saidyithat while he was: on the coast-of Africa;in-May last, he was
offered thirty thousand dellars for the ‘“ Ponsy”’ provided . deponent
would proceed-with her to. the river Congo, and there:allow-heri to
be fitted for:theireception of slavesbefore the transfer took: plate;
the'whole of: which could have  been: done’ in' a:few days; end in
such @' manner-that-evidence could-neverhave been brought® against
deponent; but he; knowing the purposes for which' she was thien
wanted’and that it wae: illégal for him to:allow:any: prepatation
for. such: purpose-to besmude; rejected: the offér, and-returned to’
this :port.,. Deponent is told that many vegselsiare owned o the
.western ‘codst of Africay and: there! engaged  inlawful® tride; and
many:of :which trade between Cabinda, Ambriz, Benguels; Angola;
andlwyaz.ﬂ“ e T L Pop R LA
_:And-deponent further said; that it"is’his:opinion, formed during
his residénce in- Bragil, that:part' ofithe trade between:thisiand. the
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coast of Africa partakes, directly or indirectly, of the slave trade,-
and also that he entertains the opinion that trade between all. ports
of ‘the world and Africa equally partakes, directly or indirectly, in
the slave trade. -And that it is reported Manoel Pinto da Fonseca
i$ connected with the line of traders herein referred to. . E

On arrival of the French barque ‘¢ Jeune.Gabrielle’ from Cabin-
da, deponent was informed by Manoel Pinto da Fonseca, that the
-¢¢ Pons” had been sold, and bills drawn on him by the purchaser,
for thirteen thousand dollars; the correctness of which information
deponent believes, such agreeing with his instructions given to-
Captain Berry. And deponent further says, in reference to that:
part of this deposition, in which mention is made of a bill drawn:
by him, deponent, in favor of Miranda, and honored by Manoe¥
Pinto da Fonseca, that he means that that bill was for the balance
of ‘the monthly instalments overpaid by deponent on account of
Miranda, and that amount was deducted by Manoel Pinto da Fon-
seca from the thirteen thousand dollars paid by him for the pur-
chase of the * Pons.” And further the deponent said not. '

' : JOHN GRAHAM.

Taken at the request of Captaiz “ohn Graham, the deponent, in
the presence of his excellency, Henry A. Wise, minister plenipo-
tentiary of the United States at this court, and myself; Mr. Wise
assisting the examination at the request,and with the assent of said
Graham. ‘ : .
~ Sworn at Rio de Janeiro, on this the sixth day of February, in
the year of our Lord 1846, before me. . :

. . GORHAM PARKS, U. 8. Consul.

. * CoxsuLaTE oF THE UNITED STATES,
' - ' : Rio de Janesiro.
I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify
the foregoing to be a.correct copy of the original on file at ‘this
consulate. .
. Given under myv hand and seal of office on 7th March,

[r. 8] 1846. : , S
GORHAM PARKS, U. 8. Consul. -

¥
‘Charter party.

It is this day mutually agreed, between John Graham, caplain
of the American barque ¢ Pons,” which at present is anchored in
this port,and Mr.Joao Antonio de Miranda, of this city, merchant,
vize o o0 oo S - e

1. That the said barque being staunch, strong,and every way fitted
for a- voyage, shall receive in this port, frem the charterer, or his
agents, a fu 17cargo of goods, orany lawful merchandise, at the op-
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tion of the charterer, not exceeding what she can stow over-and
above her tackle, apparel, provisions, &c. | : :

2. The captain reserves for himself the right to open and exam-
ine any package which he may suspect, and of rejecting those which
“may contain any articles forbidden or illicit; and if, notwithstand-
ing the charterer may ship, or consent to be shipped, any unlawful
article, he shall be obliged to pay the fine stipulated in this charter
party for its non-fulfilment. _ v

3. The vessel will proceed from this port to any of the ports-in
the Atlantic ocean, at the option of the charterer. :

. 4. The vessel will carry from this port to that where she may be

ordered, six passengers, on accountof the charterer, he furnishing,
at his‘expense, all the necessary articles of food, the captain only
supplying his cook, water and fuel.

6. From the port where the vessel may finish her discharge, the
charterer will have the right of again loading her°with any lawful
merchandise, and being so loaded, she will return to this port of

" Rio de Janeiro, where her voyage terminates.

6. The charterer is bound to pay the captain, or his agents here,
the freight of one thousand three hundred and fifty Spanish dollars
‘per month, for a term not less than four months, nor more than
eight months, which freight is to be counted from the 5th day of
July, until she returns to this port and is cleared of the cargo or

i bal{ast she may have on board. .

7. Before the departure of the vessel from thisport, the charterer
shall pay to the captain, or his agents, four months’ instalments,
and at the end of the four months, if the vessel has not yet re-
turned to this port, the charterer is bound to pay two months in-
‘stalments, and continue doing so until the vessel arrives in this

ort. . ) . .
P 8. All the expenses of loading the vessel in this port, stowing,
discharging, and again loading at the port or ports; where she may
be ordered, are on account of the charterer. :

9. All the risks of navigation, and accidents of. the seas, are
excepted. : : -

10: ‘Either of the contracting parties, who may fail to fulfil the
obligations specified in this charter .party, in the whole or in part,
is bound to pay the other the sum of six thousand Spanish dollars.

And both parties being entirely agreed to the stipulations, herein
mentioned have signed the charter party. ' ,

JOAO AI‘}YTONIO DE MIRANDA,
: JOHN GRAHAM.
Rio pE JANEIRO, 5 Jutho, 1845,
. Paguei 4 mos. 5,400 pezos como do recibo que passon no contrato
traduzido—e foi-pa. Unim. Received, Rio Janeiro, 5th November,
1845, (here an erasure and blotted over,) two months’ instalment
on account of the earnings of the barque Pons, now ona voyage

to Africa, LT
' JOHN GRAHAM.
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. Received, Rio Janeiro, January 12, 1846, two months’ instdlments
on account:of the earnings of barque Ponsy now on a voyage to
Africa. . = - - Co . ST
- ExcontrEL, 400 pezos de suprimio.

4 mes. 822 di»as..-uto n---.-:. "‘"" R N 7,100

NaViO.n--_cn er et aeee U000 seseee soso -o.o; seneoe 15,000 N
—_— : o — 22,100
Recebe -\"'i'.‘l.!" cvnngocoocnu':ntcotc .l..;. ceee 10,400
Supl‘imto. em Onim.'.-.-o...’......;.o......... 4:00 .
@ : | ——, 10,800
L - 11,300
vFica per centa dos sUPrimtos..seess vosessvevsvierensee 2,000
. 9,300 : | . .9,300
2,100 2,100
930,000 -
18,600
R 19,530,000 -
12,613 .
4,000 Pageier em 22 de Janro de 1845, $19,530
16,613
2,917
19,530

gl“hese"ﬁgu'res are in pencil.]
iguei restando 2,000 pezos pa pagam to ~os despesorsgque ouver .
“feito em Cabinda. - S o S

~ o . —

CONSULATE oF THE.UNITED States, Rio de Janeiro. -

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States at this city, here- .
by certify the. foregoing to be a correct copy of the original on file
at this consulate. , S . R o ‘

"Given under my hand and seal of office, on this,:the 7th day of

fr.s.] March, 1846. - : L
. s , GORHAM. PARKS,
U. S. Consul.

- I, John Ienry Kagels citizen of Brazil, by favor-of hisimperial
-and const.lutional ‘majesty of the empire of Brazil, sworn- publie
translator and interpreter of the nation, residing in'theé city of Rio
de Janeiro, do hereby certify that by the American consul at this



city, Mr, Gorham Parks, was presented to me a charter party, sub-
.scribed by Joao .Antonio de Miranda and John Graham, under
which signatures and in the following page are several Portuguese
palriagraphs', which, being literally translated into English, read as
follows: , '

Translation.

1 paid (4) months 5,¢ " dollars, as per receipt, that was pasééd
on the translated contrac , and went to Onin debted 400 dollars for
supplies. .
4'months and 22 days....evveeees veveeenineen..  $7,100
.vessel------- AN LS 90 Q00 s e co'oo'.v sess e 15,000

SR C—— 22,100
Received OO0 0 0EP IS P OEE P OEED ST CONY v P OOR O 10’400 ,
Advanced for supplies in Onin.cvvevveencimee. 400 ,
oo . —— 10,800
» . 11,300
Remain for account of supplies or advancesi.covevses ..  2,0007
| 9,300
9,300
2,100
930,000
18,600
19,530,000

I paid on the 23d January, Rs. 19,530.

- I remained. owing 2,000 dollars for payment of expenses that
may have been paid in Cabinda. And nothing further contained in
the said paragraphs on saidecharter party, which'I have faithfully
translated from the originals written in the Portuguese language,
to which I refer; and, after having conferred it with this present,
I delivered it.again to the party from whom I received it. '

" In witness, whereof, I have signed this present with my hand,
' and sealed with the seal of my office, in this very loyal.
o o I and heroic city of Rio de Janeiro, this sixth day of March,
¥ %4 in the year of our Saviour, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-six. - : S .
. JOHN HENRY KAGEL.

. .
ConsvLaTE oF THE UNiTED SraATES, Rio de Janeiro.

I,the .:'d,n‘dersi:gned,. consul of the United States of America at
~Ahis.city, hereby certify the above signature, “John Henry Kagel,”
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to..be the proper handwriting-of the public sworn ipterpreter, re-
siding in this city, and that faith and credit are dueto the same.  _
[L. 5.] Given under my band and seal of office, on this the 6th
e day of March, 1846. e :
. _ : - GORHAM PARKS,
. . . 8. Consul.

CoNsULATE oF THE UNITED STATES, Rio de Janeiro.

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify
the ﬁ])regoing to be a correct copy of the original on file at this
consulate. '

[r. s.] Given under my hand and seal of office, on the 7th day

of March, 1846.
GORHAM PARKS,
U. S. Consul:

Rio pE JANEIRO, »
July 19, 1845.
At the final port of discharge on the coast, should a purchaser
appear for the ‘“Pons,”” and your agent being willing to cancel the
charter party, I hereby authorize you to sell the ¢ Pons,” and sign
a bill of sale as my agent, on the following conditions, viz: -
1st, That the purchaser will pay for the vessel twelve thousand
Spanish dollars there, or thirteen thousand Spanish dollars in bills,
on this place, endorsed by your agent.. . -
2d. And that three declarations will be given by the purchasersy
to the effect that the vessel shall not be illegally employed, and
that she is purchased solely_for lawful purposes. _ \ -
3d. And that the purchaser will also furnish yourself, officers and,
crew, with 2 free passage back to Brazil, or to the United States,. if
an opportunity offers and you prefer it. ‘ R o
" 4th. If a sale is effected, and you receive payment in bills on
this -lace, request the purchaser to give you three receipts for the
delivery of the vessél, which must also be endorsed by your agent.
And they must specify where you delivered the vessel, and the mode
in which you received payment for her, and if in bills as above
stated, send first and second of exchange to me here, by two safe
conveyances, and also two of the receipts, as soon as possible; the
third of exchange and third receipt bring with. you, or if you go to
the United States, send them here in charge of Mr. Garwood.
Take care of ‘the-vessel’s register, Mediterranean. pass, and crew
list, which are to bee_deposited at this consulate, if you come here,
but should you go to the United States, the papers must be. de-
deposited at the New York custom house, tvhence the. vessel cleared
when last.in the United States.
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5th.- If a sale is effected where there is no United: States consul,-

ay your crew, in the presence of witnesses, the amount of wages
Snethem. o . REE ' .

And to the citizens of the United States, as specified in the ship~-
ping articles, pay to each three months’ extra pay, fer which take
their réceipts, and also their promissory notes, to the effect that they
will promise to deposite at the first United States consulate where
they may arrive, the three months’ extra pay, which is to be dis-
posed of =5 ihe law directs. ‘ s
Wishing you a pleasant voyage and safe return, yours, respect-

fully, , .
' o JOHN GRAHAM.
Capt. J. Berry, -
Barque Pons. '

3

CoNsuLATE oF THE UNITED STATES,
Rio de Janeiro.

. 1, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify -

the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original on file at this

consulate. ~
[L..s. ) Given under my hand and seal of office, on the 7th of

March, 1846,
) GORHAM PARKS,
- U: 8. Consul.,

C.
" Capisva, December 21, 1845.

Deax Sir: I take this opportunity t6 write you a few lines. This
has'been- the first chance since we arrived in Cabinda. The barque
was'sold on the 27th of November. - I delivered the barque as near
Xour orders as possible. She sailed from herg to Rio Janeiro; four.

ays out, she was taken by the U. S. corvette Yorktown. The cor-
_Vette came in here and landed some of the prisoners. I wrofea’
letter to you, enclosing the first and second of exchange, and first
and‘second of receipts, and gave it to the captain of the American
ship'Panther. 'She 'was then expecting to sail for Rio the next
day, but the'next day she was made prisoner of, by the U. S. shij
Yorktown, beforé she started out of the harbor, and she is to be
gent to ‘the United States. No communication can be had with her

and the shore. I'have got the third of exchange and receipt, which .

" I'liope to-deliver-to you 'soon. In-case you leave before I arrive,
I'wish’ you to’leave me a letter at Maxwells, informing me how to
proceed. There are all‘sorts of stories told here; which, of course,
you ‘will ‘hear. I“belgg'c_n will suspend your judgment until you'see
me and-the mateés. - T dont think it is best for me to write any more.

‘We are all ‘well at'the present. ~ o o T T
" Yours, with respect; * ' oot T

o ~J. BERRY.
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- ConsuLATE OF THE UNITED STATES, . -

. : " Rio de Janeivo, .
I,the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify-the
foxieg('ring' to be a correct copy of the original on file at this'con=
sulate. = ‘ . R
[5. 5.] Given under my hand and seal of office, on the.7thof
"7t March, 1846. ’ : ' i

AL : : GORHAM PARKS,

U. 8. Consul.

- D.
River Lagos, latitude 6.26 north, longitude 322 east.

- Rio pE Jangino, July 19, 1845.

Proceed to the river Lagos, call on Jeronimo Carlos Salyi, or:ip-
his absence on Miguel du Sa Pereira, to whom deliver the whole
or any part of the cargo as the agent may direct, and then take on
board whatever lawful cargo which they may give you; and pro-
ceed with it to purt or ports that is navigable. between the latitude
of 30 norih and 30 south, in the. Atlantic ocean, that the agent may
point out agreeable to the charter party; - and at the final port of
discharge take on board whatever lawful cargo they may furnish
and return to this port—the charterer has the privilege of a free
passage for six passengers out and back, he furnishing them with
all stores and necessaries for.the voyage—but you must not take
on board any black or colored persons, even if they. produce free
papers and all other docuwents that may appear necessary to prove
their freedom; you must not take them on board. Be careful of
your crew—keep them out of the sun during the day, and out of
the dews of the night; ‘and as the charterer furnishes all labor for
loading‘and discharging and reloading on the coast, you will have
little or no business to transact on shore, therefore you and your
- officers and crew must avoid going on shore, and only go when ab-
solute business reqlires you to do so. The ¢ Pons’ is now in fine
order, anil you must endeavor to keep her so; and on your return’
_voyage, give the.deck, from the knees anfl stringers,; a coat of bright
varnish .and yellow ;ochre, for which purpose the same has been
bought and is now, on board. C :

I have such confidence in you and Mr. Garwood, that I do not
doubt you will be careful to avoid engaging in any business at all
questionable; but should the mere circumstance of your carrying
legal and lawful cargoes from onc part of the-coast to the other
bring you under suspicion of our cruisers, if you should meet any,
. and ‘your vessel: be attacked,-you must not abandon your vessel,
but yourself and officers remain on board and protest ,aggmst;{;a;;};
_ proceedings that may be instituted against yourself and vessel; and’

il i .

should they determine to send the vessel.to the United States, yours



self and officers must go in her as passengers (in irons) if they wish

it, and advise me of all the particulars. Treat with courtesy all

‘commanders of vessels of war or their officers that may board you
‘on the ‘coast, and pursue the course that ¢iis letter and the charter
party points out, and I am confident that all things will.go well

with. you. The Pons is ingured and valued at twelve thousand

dollars. In the event of accident or loss, send me the protest,

_survey, sale of materials, &c., signed by the American comsul, if
any, {qutoif none, it must be signed by yourself and your officers

and crew soon as possible, and copies by the next conveyance,

and reserve®opies for yourself, which must be certified at the first

American consul that you may arrive at, or if you shoild proceed

direct to the United States, at a notary public, and send the same

to my friends S. & W. Welsh, of Philadelphiza; if a leak or dam-

age oceursy it may be for the interest of all concerned.to throw

over sufficient cargo to make her safe, in preference to putting in

for_repairs, which always cause dete:ntion and more loss than the

articles taken out. If a vessel is condemned for being unsound or

rotten. the underwriters are not bound, therefore the whole loss

falls on the owners, The best course from this will be to steer

northeast or northeast by north and cross the equator in longitude

between 25 and 15 west, and when north of the equator, if you have

light winds, steer north until in the latitude of 3 or 4 north; and

then steer east until you make the land, which must be done-well

to the windward of your port, as there is a very strong current set-

tin‘%’to the eastward. . - : :

‘Wishing you a pleasant voyage and safe return,

Yours, respectfully, :
: : JOHN GRAHAM.

-Captain James Berny, =
‘ Barque Pons. ™

» -

CoxsvraTe oF THE Uwr~Ep STATES,
Rio de Janeiro. .

T, the undersigned, consul of the United States, certify the fore-

‘going to be a correct copy df the original on file at this consulate.

1r g1 Given under my bhand and seal of office n 7th March,
. " : ’ ' '

"’_L‘. 8.] 1846. «
B ’ GORHAM PARKS,
’ United States Consul.

LEC

.- Know ‘all men by these presents, that we, John Welsh; jr., 'Wil-
liam ‘Welsh, and Samuel Welsh, all of Philadelphia, Sfate .of
Pennsylvania, for and in consideration of the balance due th® barque
ons to us, together with the sum of oae.dollar to us in hand paid
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by Captain John Graham, the receipt. whereof is hereby acknowl-
edged, have, and by these present do grant, bargain, sell, assign,
transfer, and set-over unto the said Captain Graham, the whole -of
the ¢ barque” called the ¢ Pons,” of Philadalphia, together with all
of her masts, yards, sails, rigging, anchors, cables, boats, tackle,
and appurtenances; which said vessel is registered in the port of
Philadelphia, in the words following, to wit: -

Permanent, No.-157 (one hundred and fifty-seven.)

¢ In pursuance of an act of the Congr.ss of the Unjted States of
America, entitled an act concerning the registering and recording
of ships or vessels.” e

John Welsh, jr., of the city of Philadelphia, in the State of
Pennsylvania, have taken or subscribed the affirmation required by
the said act, and having affirmedthat he, the said John Welsh, jr.,
together with William Welsh and Samuel Welsh, all of the city
of Philadelphia, are the only owners of the ship or vessel called
the ¢ Pons,’” of Philadelphia, whereof John Grahum is at present
master, and is a citizen of the United States, as hé hath sworn,
and that the said ship or vessel was built at Allowaystown, in the’
State of New Jersey, in the year eighteen hundred and forty-two,
(1842,) as per former register, No. 10, issued at Philadelphia, 28th
January, 1842, now surrendered. New owners and said register
having certified that the said ship or vessel has one deck and three
masts, and that her length is ninety-five feet, her breadth twenty-
three feet, her depth ten feet, and tha. she measures one hundred
and ninety-six §Ith tons; that she is a barque, has a square stern
and a scroll head; and the said John Welsh, jr., having agreed to
the description and admeasurement above specified, and’ sufficient
security having been given according to the said act, the said
barque has been duly registered at the port of Philadelphia. ° =

Given under our hands and seals, at the port
SEAL OF THE of Philadelphia, this twentieth day of Decem-
CusTOM-HOUSE. ber, in the year one thousand eight hundred

by

and forty-three . :
: CHARLES TRESCHELL,

~ Deputy Collector.

~ J. D. GEORGE, ‘
s Deputy Naval Offcer..

. To have and to hold the said barque and appurtenances unto the
said Captain John Graham, his heirs, executors, administrators, and
assignd; foréver; and we, the said John Welsh, jr., William Welsh,
and Samuel Welsh, for ourselves, our heirs, executors, and admin-"
istrators, do hereby covenant and agree to and with the said Cap-
tain"John‘Graham, his heirs, executors, administrators; and assigns, .
that ‘at'the execution- of these presents we are the true and ‘lawful’
owners of the said barque Pons, of: Philadelphia, and.appurte-
nances, and that we have now full right and authority to sell and:
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dispose of the same, freed from and cleared of all cleims, incum-
brances, or demands whatever. ‘ :
In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals,

- the ——— day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and forty-five. - : I
: ; JNO. WELSH, Jr.,” [sraL.
WM. WELSH, SEAL.
SAMUEL WELSH, SEAL.

Signed, sealed, and delivered in ‘the presence of
E. B. CroweLr, Jr.
P. N. S. Acia.

ConsuraTe oF THE UNiTED STATES, Rio de Janeiro.

I',.the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify.
the foregoing to be a correct copy of our original document, pre-
sented by John Graham, late master of the barque Pons, of Phila-
delphia. : . :

" [r. s.]  Given under my hand and seal of office, this 5th day

. February, 1846. S
‘ GORHAM PARKS,
United States Consul. :

ConsuLATE oF THE UniTED StATES, Rio de Janeiro.

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify
the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original on file at this
consulate. : ,

Given under my hand and seal of office, on the 7th of March,

1846.
S GORHAM PARKS,
U. 8. Consul.

I, Charles Raynsford, jr., hereby declare that, from the .fact of
having, on more than one occasion, been in the presence of Manoel
Pinto da Fonseca when he has been writing, and having frequently
seen his writing, I verily believe that the writing of the words in
‘the Portuguese language, in the annexed charter party, between’
said. Fonseca and.-Joao . Fonseca - de Miranda, commencing. with
¢ Paguei,” and ending with ‘“Cabinda,” was done.by Manoel Pinto
da Fonseca. _ L o L

-In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my-hand, at :Rio.de
Janeiro, on this, the 10th day of February, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. s ,
CHARLES RAYNSFORD, .
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- ConsuraTic oF THE UNiTED STATES,
T SN Rio de Janeiro. -
I, the undersigned, consul -6f the United States, hereby " certify
the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original on file at this
consulate. S C o

Givén under my hand and seal of office, on the 7th of March,

1846. ,
GORHAM PARKS,
U. S. Consul.

CoNsUuLATE oF THE UN1TED STATES, .
Rio de Jeneiro, February 3, 1846.

Personally appeared before™ the undersigned, consul of the Uni-
ted States of America at the city of Rio de Janeiro, George Neat,
who,being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God,
deposed as follows:* That he is of the State of Michigan, United
-States of Ameérica, eighteen years of age; that he shipped on board
the barque ¢ Pons,” of Philadelphia, at this port, above five or six
months ago, John Graham being master of said barque, to go to the
coast of Africa; that:he does not remember the day she sailed; she,
bad pipes and merchandise on board. Deponent does not know
how many pipes she had on board, nor what was in them; the ves-
sel was about half full of pipes. At the time she sailed, Captain
Berry was master. . She first went to Lagos, on the coast of Af--
rica, there discharged part of her cargo, including a portion. of the
pipes—how many, deponent does: not know. Deponent had no
conversation with Captain Graham, or the officers, excepting that
he wasto go to Africa, and that-Captain Graham said that he had
given Berry leave to sell the vessel, if he could get his price-for
her; he did not say whether he expected to sell the vessel. . When
deponent 'eft this port, he expected to come back in her if she was
not sold; otherwise he was to come home some other way. (Mem-
orandum.—At this stage of the deposition, deponent stated that he
had been hurt on his head, and cannot remember when he sailed,
and when he arrived on the coast; in consequence, and of his weak.
state from weakness, the deposition was postponed.) - '

‘Resumed on the 4th of February, 1846. And deponent said the .
“ Pons ” sailed about the latter part of July, but cannot remember
the day. ‘She took ‘out four or five passengers; cannot say what
nation they were, did not talk deponent’s language; the name of
one of the passerfgers was Galiano, or something like ity two.of

‘the passengers lived in the cabin; the one deponent has called Ga-
liano lived:in the cabin; all but these two lived forward. -Depo-:
nent did -not notice, going over, that either of the passengers had
any:control.over the cargo; the mate was the only ohe he noticed
as:taking account of the cargo when delivered in- Africa; Galiano,
too, seemed to have something to say about the cargo, and seemed
tohave aicare.over ity-and take an interest in:it..Deponent can-
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- not say whether he was supercargo or not. The Pons was about
forty days in going over to Lagos, on the coast, as near as depo-
nent can recollect; heard no conversation on the passage as to the
object of the voyage. When the vessel arrived at Lagos, discharg-
ed a part of the cargo, about sixty' or seventy casks, and a consid-
erable number of bales and boxes; these goods were put into
canoes about three miles from the shore. Deponent heird nothing
about a factory; took in pipes and merchandise. Galiano and - the
mate were both at the gangway when the cargo was taken out.
Galiano gave little orders to the negroes; hurried them along.
The pipes were tinned -over at the bung, and deponent supposed
contained rum or other liquors; water casks are not tinned over at
the bung; the vessel lay at Largos a little over a week or so. Two
Genoese vessels and an American schooner, and an English man-
of-war steamboat, and man-of-war, were at Lagos while the
* Pons”’ was there. She went to Cabinda from Lagos, and was
about twenty-five days going there, and lay at Cabinda for three
or four days before we began to discharge cargo; pipes and bales
were discharged; all that was discharged was discharged in one
day; should think-about fifty pipes. éaliano was at the hatch at
the same time, as at the other place, giving orders, &c., in con-
junction with the mate; no black beans were discharged, nor pork,
por farinha, nothing but pipes and bales. Deponent does not know
whether there were any pork, black beans, or farinha, or carne
secca on board at any time; did not see the vessel loaded herg; no
carne secca was discharged; saw the pipes and bales discharged.
*Deponent was on board the vessel when she was loaded at-Rio de
Janeiro; cannot say whether he was on board when she was load-
ing or not; he now remembers he was on when she took in part %f
her cargo, but does not remember what it was; thinks some wooden
hampers or crates were discharged at Cabinda; does not know what
they contained. (Memorandum.—At this stage the deponent re-
quested the deposition to be again postponed,in consequence of his
continued weakness.) ~
Resumed on the morning of the 7th of February. And the depo-
nent further said that the pipes were laid fore and aft in the hold;
they were laid in the usual way. Deponent 'saw no matting on
board. After the vessel was discharged, deponent found out she
was sold; does not know whether all the cargo was discharged out
of the vessel or not; there was a part of the cargo in the vessel’s
hold when deponent last saw the hold. The captain told deponent
the vessel was sold about twenty hours after he looked into the
vessel’s hold. No cargo was taken out of the ¢ Pons” between the
time deponent last looked into her hold and the time he left the
vessel; it was about half an hour after the captain told the crew
the vessel was sold that we left. All the Americans left together.
Deponent never saw any cargo taken out of the vessel after he and
the others left hér, and does not know whether the captain took
away the American flag when he left the vessel. Deponent did not
see the captain deliver up possession of the vessel to any one. At
the time deponent and others left, there were on board the passen-
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gers and those of th® crew who were not Americans.’ No one else
was on board the vessel, except a white man who steered the boat
the captain came in, and who went away in the boat. The captain
came on board and told deponent and Littlefield that the vessel was
sold, and that they must pack up their things and go’'on shore with
him. By the expression a ‘“swept hold” is meant that all cargo is .
out, and that the hold has been swept clean. When deponent and
the others went ashore, they went to a house hired by a Mr.
Cunha of a black man. Deponent paid no bills while at this house,
and does not kn~w who did pay them; was told that Mr. Cunha
hired the house; this. Mr. Cunha was never there to deponent’s
knowledge, or looked after them. Deponent did not see the man
called Galiano after he left the vessel. A cooper that was to work
in the yard told the deponent that Cunha was to pay the board
bills; never heard Captain Berry or either of the mates say that
Cunha was to pay the bills. Deponent was paid his wages the day
after he went on shore. The o.aly reason why he knew he was not
te pay his board was, because it was not taken out of deponent’s
wages. He knew he was not to,pay his board after his wages were
paid him, deponent, because it was not taken out of his wages.
Captain Berry promised deponent a passage to any port of America,
without expense, and also agreed to pay his board- bill while at
Cabinda; this was promised when on shore, and while he was
paying off deponent and the others.  Deponent does not know who’
rovided the passage for hiwiself and Littlefield; he was sick and in
ged at the time. Deponent came over in a French barque; he
never saw any of the crew. or passengers left on board the ¢ Pons,”
after coming on shore; never heard Captain Berry or any of the
officers siy what kind of trade the ‘ Pons’ was going into, and
never saw the ¢ Pons” after the day deponent came on shore. De-~
ponent does not know whether the vessel’s- name was taken off the"
stern; no colors were flying when he and the others went on shore,
and does not know what became of the colors. And deponent fur-
ther said, that he saw no slaves apparently prepared for exporta-
tion, and heard no one at Cabinda say that the ¢ Pons” was going .
into theé slave trade. Further deponent said not. . '
~ GEORGE NEAT.
Sworn to, at Rio de Janeiro, before me.
‘ GORHAM PARKS,
United States Consul.

CoNSULATE oF THE UNITED STATES,
Rio de Janeiro.
I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify
the foregoing to be a covrect copy of the original on file at this
consulate. ' :

Given under my hand and seal of office, on 7th March,

[L.s] 1846, _
GORHAM PARKS,
Unsted States Consul.
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1]
Consvrate oF tiE UNitED StaTes,
Rio de Janeiro, February 3, 1846.

Personally appeared before the undersigned, consul of the United
States of America at this city, James Littlefield, who, being duly
sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposed as
follows: . -

That he is of the city of Boston, of the United States of Ame-
rica, ‘aged twenty-two years, and shipped on board the barque
¢ Pons,”’ of Philadelphia, John Graham, master, at Rio de Janeiro,
in the month of July last,to go on a voyage to the coast of Africa.
At the time he shipped, deponent was not told by Captain Graham
that the vessel was to be sold. Deponent was in the presence and
hearing of Geo. Neat when shipped, and never heard anything said
at the time, or any other time, by Captain Graham, about the ves-
sel being sold; and deponent expected to return.in the vessel when
she sailed. Nothing was ever said to deponent of the kind of voy-
age he was to make; it was deponent’s first voyage to the coast,
Wkhen the vessel went to sea James Berry was master. There were
five Americans on board—the captain, first mate, second mate,
George Neat, and deponent. Deponent does not know of what’
nation the others were, nor did he know their language; thinks
they were Portuguese and Spaniards. The “ Pons” sailed in July.
The cargo consisted of pipes and bales. Deponent does not know
what was in the pipes; was told it was rum. There were more
than one hundred pipes; near two hundred; should think there
were two hundred. - ’

The vessel was about one montk running across from Rio de Ja-
neiro to Lagos, where she arrived about the last of August, and
laid there about six weeks. A part of the cargo was taken out at
Lagos and other cargo taken in. Deponent does not know with
whom business was done there. The goods were delivered at a
place called the Factory. At that place were discharged pipes,.
sugar, rice, black beans, and some of all kinds of the cargo; nearly
all of it; canoes came off after it. Cannot tell whether the cargo
was sold or delivered on account of the shipper. Deponent saw
Eothing paid; saw no ships at the factory, nor any slave ships at

agos.

wo American schooners were there; don’t know their names;
there was also an English man-of-war and a Portuguese merchant-
man. The pipes were taken out and put into the boats without the
liquor being drawn off. Some of the pipes were brought back on
board, and the crew were toid that rum was in them. Deponent
believed it was rum, because the officers told the crew sq; but he
did not taste it. The bungs of the pipes were tinned over. Some
bales were also brought back on board. About the middle of Sep-
tember the ¢ Pons” started for Cabinda. The vessel was not so
full when she started from Lagos as when she arrived. She took
in no ivory, bees wax, or gold dust, or other African merchandise.
Deponent does not know who was supercargo. Some passengers
were carried over to the coast from Rio. There was a man on
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board, a Portuguese, as passenger, who took charge of the goods,
the-hatchés, &c. - Deponent does not know his name.. The num-
ber of passenggers was five; two were in the cabin;’one of -these:
died, and three lived forward of the mast. The survivor of .the.
two who lived in the cabin had control of the cargo. None of the
Americané on board had control of the cargo. The ¢ Pons?” was
about a month going down to Cabinda. The passengers went in
the vessel to Cabinda, and the same man was in charge of the
cargo. She arrived at Cabinda’ from the 1st to the middle of No-
vember. Nothing happened on the voyage. When the wessel first
arrived she was anchored about a mile from the town, where she
lay about a week before any cargo .was discharged; were repair-
ing sails and ‘unbending them. In about a week after arrival at
Cabinda, commenced discharging cargo; discharged pipes, bales,
and boxes, or about one-fourth of the cargo. No pork, black beans,
or farinha was discharged there. L
Found the ¢ Panther,”” an American ship, lying at Cabinda. This
vessel was afterwards captured by an English man-of-war brig, and
was kept about a week, and then released; after which she wentto
Congo river, and, after her return to Cabinda, was again captured
by an American man-of-war that came in under English colors; and
hoisted American colors afterwards. » :
Deponent does not know her name.  And deponent further de-
posed, that the goods from the ‘¢ Pons’’ were discharged on the
beach, and that he believes that the passenger before referred to
was master of the cargo and superintended ifs discharge. The
person who received the goods-on shore, was a man by the name
of Cunha, as deponent understood, and was the consignee. The
goods were delivered alongside and put-into boats, which were
towed on shore by negroes,%y ropes. - ' -

_ What was taken off from alongside was taken in one day, after
which the captain sold the vessel. Deponent never heard to whom
she was sold, nor for how much. About one o’clock, deponent
does not know on what day of week or month, the captain came
on board and told the crew to take their things out and go on
shore. No one, however, left the vessel except the captain,the
two mates, George Neat, and deponent. The remainder of the
crew and the passengers remained on board, and were on board
when deponent and the others above named left the vessel. The
American colors were taken down before deponent left, but depo-
nent does not know whether the name of the vessel was taken off
the stern, but believes it was not taken off. A portion of the cargo
was on board when deponent, the captain, two mates, George
Neat, (who left the vessel together,) left the vessel,includingabout
one hundred pipes;.does not know whether any black beans, or far-
inha, or pork, was left on board. The pipes were laid fore and aft
in the hold. Deponent did not see any mats taken on board by
any one, nor any pipes, after he left the vessel. When the captain,
mates, George Neat, and deponent, left the vessel, the Portuguese
passenger, who had acted as supercargo, appeared to take command
of her; he had issued no orders before deponent left, but he seemed
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to order the men, which made deponent think he took command of
her.  Just before deponent and others left, Captain Bezry was
talking to that man, but deponent does not know ‘what he said.
Deponent, Captain Berry, the two mates, and George Neat, were
taken ashore, in town, to a house kept by a black man, who kept
a house for other people.. Deponent shipped for twelve dollars a
month, and received eighty dollare, which sum included three
months’ extra pay. And deponent further said, that Cunha paid
for the house of the black man for'the accommodation of Captain
Berry, deponent and others, that left the ¢ Pons,” who used to
eat with Cunha. The second mate told deponent that we need not
spend our own money, as Cunha was to pay the bills; so, likewise,
Captain Berry told deponent and the others. Captain Cunha also -
provided passages for deponent and ethers, on board a French ves-
sel, to come to this port. Deponent and the others paid nothing
for the passage. * ‘ _
The French vessel, which was: called the ¢ Gabrielle,” brought
over one hundred and ten passengers; all white men excepting one.
Deponent never saw any of the crew or passengers that were left
on board the * Pons” on shore, after he left that vessel, and be-
lieves they sailed from “Cabinda” in the ¢ Pons.” Deponent did
not see the * Pons” take any cargo on board after he left. ~ She
sailed the following morning about seven o’clock. Neither did he
see any slaves put on board, nor does he know whether any slaves
were taken on board or not. = Deponent saw no preparations made
for the reception of slaves while he was on board; had no suspi-
‘cion what she was going to do, and had no-thought about it after- -
wards. A man-of-war came into Cabinda about eight days after the
¢ Pons” sailed. Deponent remained in Cabinda three weeks, and
saw no one there that could speak English except the Arericans,
Deponent left Captain Berry 2nd the two mates at Cabinda when
he sailed in the * Gabzille” for Rio, which vesse! arrived at this
‘port about a forinight ago. The Americen colors of the ¢ Pons”
-were taken down when deponent left her, but-deponent does not
know whether they were taken ashore or not; he carried the cap-
tain’s chronometer on shore, hut knows nothing further about the
colors. Further this deponent saith not. '

~his D
JAMES x LITTLEFIELD.
: mark.

Witness: .. y
_CuanvLes Raywnsrorp, Jr.
- Sworn to, Rio de Janeiro, on this, the third day of February, in
:the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty six, be-

fore me. | GORHAM PARKS
[v. 8] : . US. C(ms:dt_
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ConsuraTE or TRE. UNITED STATES,
' Rio de Janeiro.

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify the
‘foregoing to be a correct copy of the original on file at this con-¢

sulate. . .
Given under my hand and seal of office; on the 7th of March,

1846, . .
GORHAM PARKS,
i U. 8. Consul.

USRNSSR

List of crew on hoard the barque ‘‘ Pons,” of Philadelphiay Jokn
Graham, master; entered (Cabinda,) 27th June, 1845.

Height. .g }
‘Names. Placo of |Age.|Fu.|m.| & Hair.
v birth. g
S
John Berry...oovvveveve..] U.S.A. | 26 | 5| 8 | Light | Brown.
M. T. Garwood...ee0v.00aj U. S, A, | 24 | 5 | 8 | Light | Brown,
Nicholas Burns, D........| England | 34 | 5 | 6 | Dark | Dark,
John Martins. ..veve cuvnes| Portugal | 19 | 5 | 7 | Light | Brown.
E.B. Perry; D...vevveeeo | U.S.A. | 38 |5 | 7| Dark | Brown.
Thomas Barker, D........ -
Robert Thonipson, D......|U. S, A. |39 |5 | 9 Dark |-Dark.
Mancel Pereira.oceee vonese e
Tiburcio Vieira.,oeeee iuas
Izidoro Mendes. ceevue s
Jozé- A, Pereira,.coovsvuee
Francisco Pereira, R.v.vv.

CoxnsuLATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
Rio de Janetro.

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby- certify
the abov® to be a correct copy of the inward crew list.of the barque
¢ Pons,” of Philadelphia, as on a record at this consulate. -

' Given under my hand 'and seal of office, on this the 6th

oo 5] day of March, 1846. .
GORHAM PARKS,

United States Consul.

L8
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List of crew on board tie barque ¢ Pons,” of Philadelphia, James
Ber{y, (late Grakam,) master; cleared for the coast of Africa,
July 19th, 1845. g

*® Names. Country.

M. T. Garwood, mate. ceoves coeons conens
John Martins ..o ieieiinncqensonnne cans
James Littlefield . voveer cvvene cnvnvennee
.George Neat. oo iievirneneonconsnnnes
Manel Pereira. covere covoos veeeneescnns
Tiburcio Vieira veeeee #eeees sovocs cononn
Izidoro Mendes vovvve vevees vocnes vonnans :
Jozé A. Pereira .oovvvveeeiiviiueen ... p Foreigners.
Pedro Victor Morales.coveee vovevese vone
Antonio Pinto Levanaga......coovuvnn,
Luciano Herreira. .ovive veevne cavene vnn

— ey

JAMES BERRY.

.CoxsurLaTe oF tue UNitep Swares, -
* ¢ Rio de Janiero.
I, the undersigned, consul of the United States, hereby certify
the above to be a correct copy of the original crew list, on a record
in_this’ office, as signed by James Beyry, master of the barque
“Pous,’ o Philudeiplhia. , -
[t s.} Given under my hand and seal of office, on this, the 3d

day of March, 1846.
GORHAM PARKS,
United States Consul.

I, John Henry Kagel, citizen of Brazil, by favor of his imperial
and constitutional'Majesty of the empiré of Brazil, swaern public
translator_and interpreter of the nation, residing in the city of Rio
de Janeiro, do hereby certify that, by the American consul at this
city, Mr. Gorham Parks, was presented to me a charter party, sgb-
scribed by Joailo. Antonia de Miranda and John “Graham, under
which signatures, and in the following page, are several Portu-
guese paregraphs, which, being literal%y translated” into English,
read as follows: '
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[Translation.]

I paid four (4) months $5,400, as per receipt that was passed
on the translated contracty and went to Onin’ debted $400 dollarg
for supplies. . . '
Four months and 22 days...eevevressevoeess  $7,100
vessel..‘.... vooooq.-o,o'oooooaoou—oooo'ﬁocooo 15,000

o - . —— 22,100
Recelves..... l...l‘o’oo’loo.tll..co.ol..."' 10,400 :

" Advanced for supplies in Onin..coeevvneninns 400 ‘
: —— 10,800
. : : - 11,300
Remains for account of supplies-or advances... 2,000
9,300
9,300
2,100
9,300,000
18,600
19,530,000 .

I paid on the 23d January, $19,530. I remained owing $,2000
for payment of expenses that may have beewr paid in' Cabinda.

And nothing further contained in the sdid -paragrapht on said
charter party, which I have faithfully translated from the origi-
nals, written in. the Portuguese language, to which I refer.
And after having conferred it with this present, I delivered it again
to the party from whom I received it. . .

In witness whereof, I have signed this present with my hand,
and sealed with the seal of my office, ir_this very loyal and heroic.
city of Rio de Janeiro, this sixth day of March, in the year of our

Saviour, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. :
[L. s.] JOHN HENRY KAGEL.

CoNSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
: - - .Rio de Janeiro:

I, the undersigned, consul of the United States of America, at
this city, hereby certify the above signature, ‘‘John Henry Kagel,”
to be the proper hand writing of the public sworn intetpreter re-
siding in.this city, and that faith and credit are due to the same.

Given under my hand and seal of office,”on this the 6th day of

March, 1846.
GORHAM PARKS, .
" sUnited States Consul.
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CoxsvrLaTE OF THE UNITED STATES,
Rio de Janeiro.

v I, the undersigned, consul of the United S'tqtés, hereby certify
The foregoing to be a correct copy of the original on file at this

consulate.
.oGiven under my hand and seal of office on the 7th of March,

1848, GORHAM PARKS,
United States Consul.

Mr. Hamzilton to Mr. Wise.

] Britisu L!;GATION,
Rio de Janeiro, December 14, 1844.

Sir: I have had the honor .to receive, and I beg to return my
acknowledgements for, the letter which your excellency addressed
to mé on the 1st instant, relating to matters connected with the
African slave trade. ‘

It is my intention to forward this very important document to
my government by the packet which is to sail for Falmouth to-
morow worning. -

' I have the honor to be, &c., .
- HAMILTON HAMILTON.
His excellency HENry A. Wisk, &c. ’

Descriptions of cargoes ezported from Rio de Janeiro to Africa in.
American vessels, from the 24th of June, 1845, to the Tth of Au-
- gust, 1846, inclusive. : :

Arrivals on the 24th of June, 1845.

Cabinda—American barque Pilot, Swift, master; crew 9; in bal-
last. Passengers, Domingos Rozendo de Souza, José Martins Louis.
Kraft, (Frenchman,) Carlos Dupuy, (Spaniard,) Carlo Rossi and
Antonio Pascal Fourgone, (Italians,) Rufino Antonio Rodrigues,
Alexandro José Alves, Carlos Marinho, Manoel Francisco, José
Maria-Henriques, and José Maria da Silva, (Portuguese.) -

Africa—American barque Pons, 277 tons, John Graham, master;
crew 12; in ballast. Passengers, Manoel José de Rezendé and Ma-
noel Lourenco.

" Despatches of exportation on the 10tk of July, 1845.

Africa—In the American barque Pons, J. S. Pinto, 20 barrels of
biscuit, 12 sacks of meal,
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Despatches of exportation on the 11th of July, 1845. .

Africa—In the American Barque Pons, J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,
51 pipes of brandy. ' :

Despatches of exportation on the i3th of July, 1845.

Africa—In the American barque Pons, J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,
92 pipes of brandy. ..

Despatches of expgrtation on the 15th of July, 1845.

Africa—In the barque Pons, F. A. de Andrade, jr., 3 barrels of
bacon; J..C. Gomes & Brothers, 4 barrels of sugar; P. G. and
Aquino, 160 sacks of meal, 100 do. of black beans, 20 do. of rice.

Despatches of cxportation on the 16th of July, 1845.

Africa—In the American barque Pons, J. C. R. Silveira, 2 bas-
kets of potatoes, 4 boxes of sugar, 1 barrel of coffee, 1 large bottle
of tapioca, 2 barrels of checese, 1 case of preserves; J. C. de Cas-
tro, various articles and inedicinal drugs; J. R. Purdal, 2 cases of
copper, 12 arrobes of cakes, 3,000 biscuits; J. A. R., 50 packages
of dried meat; A. F. de Sa, 4 half pipes of vinegar, 16 large emapty
bottles. .

Vessels despatched on the 19th July, 1845, )

Africa—American barque Pons, of 264 tons; consignee, J. Gra-
ham; manifest 180 pipes of brandy, 3 barrels of bacon, ¢ barrels
and 4 boxes sugar,.12 baskets potatoes, 1 barrel coffee, 1 large bot--

" tle tapioca, 2 barrels minas cheese, 1 case sweetmeats, 20 barrels
biscuit, 12 sacks meal, 50 packages dried meat, 160 sacks meal, 100
do. black beans, 20 do. rice, 200 empty bottles, 62 packages of
merchandise and various articles. ’

Departuies on the 21st of July, 1845.

. Africa—American barque Pons, 264 tons, John Graham, master;-
crew 11; cargo various articles. Passengers, Frantisco, José de
Almeida, (Portuguese,) and Joao Baptista Galiano, (Sardinian.)

Vessels despatched on the 13tk of August, 1845.

Bahia and coast of Africa—American barque Pilot, of 245 tons;
consignee T. C. Ramos; manifest 20 pipes brandy, 80 sacks black®
beans and meal, 3 bartels dried meat, 100 large empty bottles, 11"
barrels hardware, 3 bundles rod iron, 5 dozen boards and 8 pine
planks, 5 cases musical boxes and varidus toys. Re-exported 90
packages foreign dry goods. ’
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" Departuies on the 13th of August, 1845.

* Africa, via" Bahia—Amerjcan barqué Pilot, 245 tons, J. Swift,
master; crew 10; cargo various articles. - :

Vessels despatched on the 5th Augusty 1845.

" Cape Verd, via Africa—American barque Panther, of 597 tons;
consignee J. M. Clapp ; manifest 100 pipes brandy, 100 empty
-pipes, 2 barrels bacon, 250 sacks meal, 100 do. black beans, 50 do.
rice, 1 case toys, 14 barrels do., 4 cased biscuit and cakes, 5,000
logs of wood, 200 arrobes of dried meat.

. E Departures on the Tth August, 1845.

./éf-rica, via Cape Verd—American ship Panther, 597 tons, J. M.
Clapp, master; crew 18; cargo various articles. - Passenger, Anto-
nio Rodrigues Chaves, (Portuguese.) ’ :

Despatches of export'atz'(m on 19¢% Septem_ber., 1845..

_Africa—In the American barque Z. D., J. T. R. da Silva, 50,
pipes brandy. - . » .

Despatches of exportation on 24th September, 1845,

Africa—In the American barque Z.D., J. R. Mendes re-exported -
94 kegs gunpowder, M. M. de Rigo re-exported 6 bales dry goods.

“

Despatches .of( ezportation on 25¢h September, 1835,

;‘/ifrica—ln the American barque Z. D., Manoel Luiz Teixeira da
Silva re-exported 142 packages of foreign merchandise.

Despatches of exportation on 29th Septehzber, 1845.
JAfrica—In the American barque Z. D., J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,

l

b1 pipes brandy.
' Déespatches of eﬁ:portatién on 30th September, 1845.

' Africe—In the American barque Z. D., J. José Mendes re-ex-
ported 2,000 muskets. : '
Ve L o -Dé’spaickes. of éxﬁortd?ion, October 1, 1845.

e '

',f .ﬂ_!ﬁ'ica—-ln- the American barque Z. D., J. A. Lopez, 250 sacks .
meal. - ) :
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Despatches of engortaﬁon,* October 6, 1845.

./]frica-—-—-ln' the American barque Z. D., J. J. Mendes re-export-
ed 4 packages foreign dry goods.. . , _

De‘;'j;atckcs of exportation, October 9, 1845.

- Africa—In the American barque Z. D., J. F. R, da Silva, 51
pipes brandy. - , ’

Departures, Oclober 12, 1845,

ﬂﬁ'ic;'z—A_mei-icah schooner Enterprise, 212 tons; m:ister, Chan-
ton; crew 10; cargo various articles. Passenger José Gregorio Pe-
‘reird. - . _ ,
Despatches of exportation, October 20, 1845.

Africa—In the American barque Z. D., F. J.:Pacheco, 50 half.
bottles cologne water. S ' ' S

Despatches of exportation, October 21, 1845.

Africa—In the American barque Z. D.,J. Jos¢ Mendes re-exported
81 bales foreign merchandise.

@Despatckes of exportation, October 22, 1845.

Africe—In the American barque Z. D., José dos Santos re-ex-
ported 14 packages foreign merchandise.-

Despatches of exportation, Oclober 24, 1845.

Africa—In the American barque Z. D., M. M. Reges re-exported
40 packages foreign merchandise. '

Departures, November 2,>1845.

- Africa—American brig Harriet, 257 tons, S. M. Jervis, master;
crew 9; cargo various articles. Passengers, Luis da Costa-Ferreira,
and Jean Mariott, Jean Legrand, Jean Pierre Frangois Blot, (French-
men.) ' ' ' St

Despatckes of exportation, November 3,1845.

" Benguelle—In the Ameri an barque Beulah, A. de Souza, 78
pipes brandy; R. Antonio Rodrigues, 8 pipes brandy. .

Despatches of exportationy November 4,1845.

Africa—Ih the American barque Z. D.,J. J. Mendes. i'e-exported _
12 cases crockery. S
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Despatches of exportation, November 6, 1815,

.ﬂfrica—.—ln the American barque Z. D.,J. J. Mendeé re-exported

200 kegs gunpowder. : :
Benguella—In the American barque Beulah, B, & Castro re-

exported 10 barrels flour.

Dcesp_atclzes of exportation, November 7,1845.

Africa—In the American barque Z,D., J. J. Mendes re-exported
4 sacks of rice, 8 boxes 1 barrel sugar, 150-medicine bottles, 4,400

biscuits. |
Benguella—In the American barque Beulah, M. S, Teixeira dos

Santos, 58 packages foreign merchandise.
Despatches of exportation, November 10, 1844.

. Benguella—In the American barque Beulah, C. Rochas, 6 bar-
rels sugar; M. A. Rodrigues, 10,000 segars; J. Victor, 1 bag coffee,
'2 boxes sugar; A. de Souza, 10 pipes brandy; ¥. A. Guimaraes, 10
parcels sugar, °

- Despatches of exportation, November 11, 1845,

Benguella—ln; the - American bar'que ‘Beulah, Angostinho de
Souza, 5 pipes brandy; J. A. O. Bastos, 150 boxes soap; R.°A.
. Rodrigues, 10-pipes brar’dy; S. D. & Benjamin, 20 barr¥ls sugar.

Ddspatche:s’ of exportation, Novembe}" 12, 1845.

Benguella—In the American barq_ue‘Beulah, A. P.dosS. Sabrosa.

Porto, 40 cases sugar. .
Deéspatches of cxportation, November 13, 1845,

Benguella—In the American barque Beulah, J. M. P. Fontes, 10
barrels sugar, 30 sacks rice; Neves Brothers, 15 cases sugar; M. M.
Broon, 15 do. do.; J. Victor, 20 sacks rice; M. Antonio Rodrigues,
318 chamber sticks. : .

Vessels despatched, November 13, 1845.

’ ;Cabinda—America'n Qarqhe Z. D., 459 tons; consignee, the cap-.
tain; manifest 150 pipes brandy, 250 sacks meal, 4 do rice, 1 barrel -
-and 8 cases sugar, 3,124‘kegsugun‘pow.der,,foreign dry goods, gro-

ceries and hardware. °

Despatches of exportation, November 14, 1845.

' Benguella—In the American barque Beulah, A. de Souza, 20
pipes brandy; A. F. F. Lim: . re-exported 240 packages dry goods.
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Departures, December 15,.1845.

./if?‘wa—Amencan barque Z. D., 459 tons, Z. D. Bassett, master;
-crew . 10; cargo various articles. Passengers, Mathias Quintino ‘de
Andrade, and Manuel José de Rezende, Joao José Mendes, and
-Joao Mana da Silva, with one servant, (Portuguese.) -

D.espatckes of exportation, November 17, 1845,

Benwuella—ln the American barque Beulah, F. T. Pinto Saraiva,
8.barrels sugar; Barros Leopoldino, 10 bags coffee.
Africa, vie Bahia—In the American barque Cuba, A. J. F ernandes

Lima, re-exported 500 nadapotoes

Despatc/aes of exportation, November 18, 1845.

‘ Africe—In the American brig Reawer, J F. Rodrigues daSilva,

51 pipes brandy. .
Benguella—In the American brig Beulah, Oliveira Gmmames 10

barrels sugar, 30 sacks rice; Agostinho de Souza, 4 pipes bmnd)
; Despatclz,es of exportation, November 19, 1845.

Bengal—In the American brig Beulah, J. José de Souza, 50 bot-~
tles aniseed.

Dcspatches of eiportation, November 20, 1845.

./anrola——Iu the American brig Beulah, J. P. Maques, 50,000
segars, 1 case blank books; D. G. da lxoch'x, 15 rolls tobacco.

Departures, November 21, 1845.

Jfrice and Bahia—American barque Cuba, 354 tons, S. Blanch-
ard, master, crew 8; cargo various articles. : N

= ﬂrrwals, J\"oumber 22, 1845

Cebindo—Anerican brig Janet, 213 tons, George Charpon, mas-
ter, crew 9; in ballast, to Maxwell & Co 3 brings 53 passengers; re-
mams in quarantme

Despatches of exportatzon, November 22, 1845.

Jngola—In the American brig Beulah J. M. Corea re-exported
3 balcs forelgn dry goods .

Despatc.’ws of ezportation, JV'ovcmbev 23 1845.

Be'ngu‘ella—-ln the American brig Beulah G. J G Perexra Bas-'.
t0s, 50 rolls tobacco, 4 arrobes beef; D. J. Perexra Bastos, 18,000
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segars; A. J. Campo Grande, 600 segars; I'. T. Pinto Sataiva, 8
- barrels sugar; J. A. Lopes Conto, 200 sacks and 2 barrels meal, 30
sacks rice, 50 do. black beans; A. P, dos Santos Lobrosa Porto, 28
rolls tobacco; .José dos Santos Teixeira, 80 rolls tobacco, 4 barrels
bacon;- M. M. da Silva, 10 do.; J. J. da Silva Fontes, 8,000 segars;
Iacomo Victor, 500 bricks, 32 pounds hair powder, and’2 seives.

Despatches of exportation, November 26, 1845. |

Africa—In. the American brig Beulah, J. M. Pereira Fontes,
4,000 segars; F. J. Pacheco, 20,000 do.; J. A. de Magalhaés,
20,000 do. , .

Journals of November 28,29 and 30, and of December 1, missing.

Vessels despatched, December 3, 1845,

Cabinda—American brig Beulah, 279 tons, consignee, the captain;
manifests 153 pipes brandy, 62 barrels and 140 boxes sugar, 110
sacks rice, 208 rolls tobacco, 8 barrels bacon, 23 boxes segars, 11
bags coffee, 25 do. black beans, 150 do. and 4 barrels meal, 150
boxes soap, 318 chamber sticks, 56 bottles aniseed, 8 rolls leather,
137 packages foreign dry goods; re-exported 30 barrels flour, 113
various packages. :

Despatches of exportation, December 3, 1845,

Africa—In "the American schooner Ravenwood, A. F. de ‘Sa re-
exported 60 bales foreign dry goods. iy

Departures, December 6,.1845.

Cabinda—American brig Beulah, 279 tons, M. L. W. Morrell;
crew 10; cargo dry goods and other articlés. Passengers,Joao An-
tonio Magalhaes, Joao Francisco de Madureira, the Portuguese
Joaguim Paulina da Rocha, Joaquim José Peixoto, Joao Pedro Mar-
ques, and the Neapolitan Jacomo Vido: i

Despatches of exportation, December 9, 1845,

.ﬂfrica—.-ln t.he‘ American schooner Roarer,J. M. de Almeida, Li-
ma, 40 sacks meal, 3 half barrels do., 1 half barrel coffee, 8 sacks
rice.

Vessels despatched, December 15, 1845. -

JAfrica—American brig Roarer, 128 tons, consignee R. G. Au-
_chinloss; manifests 50 pipes and 2 barrels brandy, 40 sacks meal, 8
sacks rice, 1 bag coffee, 5 -cases crockery; re-exported 200 kegs.
powder and 161 packages foreign dry goods.
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Despatches of exportahon, December 15, 1845.

- Africa—In ‘the Amencan schooner Roarer, Gabnel S. Perelra,
36 cheesee RO

Departures, December 20, 1845.

Africe~——American schooner Roarer, 128 tons, R. G. Auchinloss,
master; crew 7; cargo various articles. Passengers, Maximiano
José da Costa, ahd the Portuguese José da Costa Lima V1anna

-

Vessels despatched, December 26, 1845,

C'ape Verd via coast of Africa—American barque Lucy Penm-
man, 300 tons consignee, the captain, Matthew H. Cowper; mani-
fests'50 barrels brandy, 500 sacks meal, 16 and 16 dozen of planks,
3 barrels black beans, 12 barrels blsvults, 51 barrels and 6 boxes
sugar, 6 bags potatoes; re-exported 500 arrobes beef, 40 kegs pow-
der, and 15 casks wine,

"Despatches of exportation, Deccm‘ber 22, 1845.

ﬂfnca——ln the American barque Ann Pilot, Amaral & Bastos
re-exported 162 packages foreign dry goods.

Vessels despatched, December 31, 1845 )
' Coast of Africa—American barque Pilot,245 tons; consignee, the
captain; J. Swift re-exported 162 packages forelgn dry goods, 3
boxes nails and toys.

Departures, January 4, 1846.
Coast of Africa—American barque Pilot, 245 tons,waft, master;
crew 12; cargo various articles.. Passengers, Domingos José Mar-
tms, the Portuguese Joao Josc Pen{oto, and two free blacks.

- Despatckes of exportation, January 30, 1846.

Africa—In the 'American brig Malaga, Jo‘iqmm de Souza. Pmto, .
53 arrobes cakes, 70 measures meal and 16,500 blSCultS S

Despatckes of ca:portatwn, January 29, "1846,

Africa—In the American brig Malaga, Pinto Guimaraés Aqumo,
30 sacks rice: :

"'Despatches of exportation, February 3, 1846.

.dfmca-——ln ‘thé American brig Malaga, J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,
64 pipes brandy; Manoel Joaquim Pinto, 80 rolls tobacco; Manoel
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da Costa Rocha, 12 barrels sugar ; Jos¢é Maria de Freitas, 20 .
boxes do. . - A *

Despatches of exportation, February 4, 1846.

Africa—In the American brig Malaga, Francisco Alves de An-
drade, 46 arrobas bacon; Joaquim Rocha Souza, 5 bundles leatlrer;
Bernardino P. Ribeiro Peiloto & Co., 6 pipes brandy.

Despatches of exportation, February 5,°1846.

Africa—In the American brig Malaga, Joao Nunes Barbosa, 50
gounds snuff and 500 rockets; José Gomes Vianna, 4,000 biscuits;
- F. Rodrigues da Silva; 11 pipes brandy. ’

Despatches of cxportation, February 6, 1846.° :

Africa—In the American brig Malaga, Manoel da Costa Rocha,
19 barrels sugar; Jos¢ Maria de Freitas, 4,000 segars.

Despatches of exportation, February 7, 1846.

Africa—In the American brig Malaga, Joao José¢ Ribeiro, ‘15,000
biscuits, 1-barrel meal, and 1 sack rice; José Maria de Freitas,
250 pair wooden shoes. '

-

Despatches of exportation, February 9,-1846.

Africa—In the American ‘brig Malaga, Manocl da Costa Rocha,
2 barrels sugar; José¢ Ferreira a Silva, 65 pair shoes.

- Despatches of exportation, February 10, 1846.

" Jfrica—TIn the American brig Ma]ag.:lx, Joao Ferréira da Silva

A :
3,000 segars; Pinto, Guimaraes & Aquino, 500 sacks meal. :

Despntcnes of cxportation, _Februa'fy 12, 1846.

) ﬂfrica——in the American brig Vintage,J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,
50 pipes brandy. : ' ‘ ' '

Despatches of ezpdrtation, February 13, 1846.

Ifrica—In the American brig Malaga; Gabriel de Jouza Pereira,
. NN

12 cheeses. .

Vessels despatched, February 13, 1846.

.8¢t. Thomas and porfs of Africa—American brig Malaga, 210"
tons; consignee, C. J. Lovett; manifcsts 72 pipes, 40 casks, aqd 28
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demijohns brandy, 29 barrels sugar, 31 sacks rice, 30 barrels cakes,
42 barrels biscuit, 500 sacks meal, 80 rolls tobacco, 3 barrels cof-
fee, 3 boxes segars, 2 packages wooden shoes, various articles of
clothing, different toys, and 90 packages dry goods; and re-export-
ed 57 packages foreign dry goods, 27 barre{s salt beef, and 80 kegs
powder. - ‘ *

Departures, February 14, 1846.

' St. Thomas and Africa—American brig Malaga, 210 tons; mas-
ter C. J. Lovett; crew 9; cargo various articles. Passengers,"
the Portuguese José Gomes Vianna and one servant, and José
Maria de Freitas.

Despatches of exportation, February 16, 1846.

Africa—In the American brig Vintage, J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,
54 pipes brandy.

Despatches of exportation, February 20, 1846.

Africa—In the American brig Vintage; J. F. Rodrigues da Silva,
51 pipes brandy. ' :

Despatches of exportation, February 28, 1846.

Africa—In thé American brig Vintage, .J F. Rodrigues da Silva,
31 pipes brandy.

Despatches qf exporiation, March 2, 1846,

Africa—In the American brig Vintage, J. F. Rodrigaes da Silva,
21 pipes brandy. :

Despatches of exportation, March 3, 1846. -

Africa—In the American brig Vintage, J. S. Imenes, 200 arrobas
dried beef; Manoel Goncaloes Pereira Braga, 200 sacks meéal.

Despatches of exportation, March 4, 1846.

.ﬂfrica-—lh the American brig Vintage, C. Coleman & Co.,.
18,500 segars; Aatonio Gomes Netlo, 300 gold coins of $3 50.

Despctches of exportation, March 5, 1846.
Africa—In the Americar brig Vintige, Joaquim José Pacheco, 1
bundle of whips, 9 boxes soap, 4,000 segars, and 24 cheeses.
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Jrrivals, March 7, 1846.

Coast of Africa—26 days—American barque Z. D., 342’ tons,
Bassett, master; crew 9; in ballast to Maxwell. Passengers, 47;
remains in quarantine. : -

Despatches of exportation, March 7, 1846.

Africa—In the American brig Vintage, C. Coleman & Co., 340
coins of $3 50.

Vessels despatched, March 7, 1846. .

Africa—American brig Vintage, 237 tons; consignees,C. Coleman
& Co.; manifests 190 pipes brandy, 45 barrels and 30 parals dried
beef, 74 boxes segars, 20 boxes refined sugar, 20 sacks meal, 640
coins of $3 50; and re-exported 98 barrels flour, 1,600 kegs pow-
der, 35 do, and various toys.

Departures, March 10, 1846.

Loande—American brig Vintage, 237 tons, M. N. Augustus Foye;
master; crew 10; cargo varinus articles. Passengers, Jono Gomes
de Lima, the Portuguese Antonio Borges de Lacorda, Maria Mag-
delena, Jos¢ Joaquim Pacheco and one servant.

- Arrivals, April 1, 1846.

Quilongo, (coast of Africa)—31 days—American brig Harriet,
225 tons, Jervis, master; crew 16;.in ballast to Birkhead; remains
in quarantine.

© Arrivals, April 7, 1846.

Onim—35 days—American barque Cuba, 233 tons, S. Blanchard,
master; crew 10; in ballast to order; in the custody of the police.

- , Arrivals, May 5, '1846. '

" Loanda—30 days—American brig Beulah, 198 tons, L. W. Mer-
vill, master; crew 10; in ballast to the muzster; taken charge of by
the police, in order to undergo examination by the sub-delegate of
Santa Rita, ' .

Despatches of exportation, May 6, 1846.
Africa—In the American schooner Frances Ann, Fonseca Guim-

araes & Co., 2 parcels of tobacco, in leaf, 1 sofa, and 150 stram
hats. '
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"Vessels'despatched, May 12, 1846.

"Africa—American brig Frances Ann, 246 tons; cohsignee, G.
‘Birckhead; manifests 40 *pipcs brandy, 1 barrel coffee, 10 barrels
cakes, 3 barrels rice, 2 kegs bacon; and re-exported 100 kegs pow-.
der, 34 packages foreign dry goods, 8 cases’muskets and toys.

: Despatck'es of exportalion, ..M_ay ]2,1846

Africa—In the American brig Casket, Vieira Peixoto, 20 pipes
brandy; Felix Antonio Moreira, 80 sacks and 26 barrels black beans,
51 sacks and 48 barrels meal, 290 arrobas dried beef, and 18 sacks
rice. :

Qg\pérturcs, May 13, 1846.

Coast of Africa—American brig Frances Ann, 220_tons, William
Tate, master; crew 8; cargo various articles. Passengers, the
Spaniards Francisco Rodrigues and Francisco Pires, the Sardinian
Luiz Martini, and the Italian Fruncisco Artice. '

‘ oy :

Despatches of exportation, May 16, 1846.
N

Africe—In the American brig Casket, J. F. Guimaraes, 15,000
segar. o o :

) Vgﬁ_ezs despatched, May 20, 18467

Africa—American brig Cask,g,t,i% ops;; consignee, J. Birckhead;
manifests 80 sacks and 26 barrelsf:;;\ Iggl beans, 3 barrels and 14
sacks rice, 48 barrels and 55 sacks M %i%ag coffee, 4 boxes se-
gars, 15 barrels and 52 parcels dried beef, 80 kegs brandy, 485
pieces of timber fer building, and 29 planks, 10 boxes tow, 5 kegs
biscuils and toys. : C

Departures, May 23, 1846.

Coast of Africa—American brig Casket, 183 tons, Henry E.
Woodbury, master; crew 7; c3rgo various articles. Passengers,
José Pereira da Silva, the Portuguese Jos¢é de Lemose Silva, Joao
da Cunha Brito, Jos¢ Maria da Costa, Manoel José de Brito, and
Antonio'Joaquim dos Santos. | . . o

. Arrivals, July 6, 1846.
Angola and Ambriz—34 da-ys—American brig Vintage, 199 tons,

Wm. Edwards, master; crew 9; in' ballast to Francisco José. Pa-
checo. i '
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Despatches of e:cportatwn, July 13, 1846.

Benguella-—ln the: Amencan bng Beulah, Ricardo Antomo
Rodngues, 29 plpes brandy. S .

Despatches of ezportatwn, July 14, 1846.

Ben uella——In the American bng Beulah, R. A, Rodrlgues, 25
plpes %randy .

Despatc/aes of exportation, July 15 1846

Bcnguella-—-ln the American brig Beluah Agostmho de Souza, '
10 pipes brandy.

N

Despatches of ewportatioh; Jul3°/18, 18446.

~ Benguella—In the Amerlcan barque Beulah, R. A. Rodngues,.
21 pxpes brandy.

S

Despauckes of emportatwg&, July 21, 1846

L

_ Benguella-—ln the American barque Beulah, A de Souza, 10
, pxpes brandy .

Despatches of emportatwn, July 24, 1846.

Africa—In the American brig Chipola, re-&pbrted José Antonio

Fernandes Lima, 183 package ‘hﬁf foreign merchandise.
Benguella—1In the X rigeiBeulah, M. R. d&. Sllva, 30 bar-

rels hquor

ﬂrrwals, July 24, 1846.

!“'Sang Tang% frica)—19 days—American schooner Francés Ann,
272 tons, M. Tate, master; crew 8; in ballast to Birckhead. Pas-
sengers, J. P Gondenclo Torres; in the custody of the pohce

b f, ' Despatckes of ezportgtwn, July 28, 1846. e,

.ﬁfrica——ln the Amencan bng thage, J. F. R.. da leva, 36

"pxpes brandy.
Benguella—-ln the Amencan brig Beulah, re-exported José Fer-

reira Maria, 10 packages forexgn dry goods

‘ 'Vessels despatched July 29, 1846.

C‘oast of ﬂfnca—-Amerlcan bng Chipola, 209 tons, consxgnee
Wm McLennan; manifests 191 packages dry goods.
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Depa;lures, July 30, 1846.

: friba-’v-iAui'Ei'icaﬂ brig Chipola, 209 tons;, Wm. McLennan, mas-
ter; crew 10; cargo dry goodg. : . YRRt

Despatches of e_zp‘qrtaiion, July 31, 1846.

Bengluefla‘—-zln the American ifrig’ Beulah, J. J. da Silva, Guima-
raes & Co., 9 pipes brandy. ‘

Despatches of ezportation, August 3, 1846.

"Africa—In the American schooner Frances Ann, Pinto, Guima-
raes & Aquino, 500 sacks meal; M. da C. Rocha, 12 barrels sugar..

‘Angola—In the American brig Vintage, E. Jos¢ Ramos, 6 pipes.
brandy. . ‘ . A

" Despatches of exportation, August 4, 1846.

Africa—In the American schooner Francis Ann, F. A. de.An--
drade, jr., 6 barrels bacon; J. R. de Souza, 40 pieces of domestic

oods, 12 packages iron, 3 do leather; Pinto, Guimaraes & Aquino,.
go 'sacks rice, 300 do black beans; J. B. Barbedo, 500 arrobes dried
beef. T '

Angola—In the American brig Vintage, A. de Souza, 8 pipes.
brandy; J. J. da Silva, Guimaraes & Co., 10 pipes do.
- Benguella—In the American brig Beulah, D. J. P. Bastos,
120,000 segars; M. R. da Silva, 2 barrels segars. '

II)IAe;s'patchfe's'iof exportation, August 6, 1846.

Africa—In the American schooner Frances Ann, F. A. Moreira
& Co., 8 parccls dried beef, 40 sacks meal; J. A. F. Lima, 27 bar-",
rels beef; A. de Souza, 8 gipes brandy; re-exported,J. A, F. Lima,
10 boxes candles; J. A. S. Pinto, 10 barrels biscuit, 10 do cakes,
12 sacks meal. ‘ ' v o T

Africa—In the American brig Vintage, J. F. R. da Silva, 30
pipes brandy. _ ‘ »

Benguella—In the Au:erica brig Beulah, Sabroso, Porto & Co.y -
20 rolls tobacco. L ‘

>

" Despatches of exportation, August 6, 1846.
Africa—In the Athe'f‘iéa'n: brig Frances Ann, F. A. Moreira &
Co., 30 sacks black beans. . R '

t:pék};ﬁ‘tqkes of exportation, August-7, 1846.

.ﬂfnca—lnthe Ame';i.canjbr'ig Frances Ani); F. J. Xavier, 40 -
barrels dried beef,-2 do bacon; A. de Souza, 26 pipes brandy.
9



To the editor of the Evening Mail :

Sin: The late message of Mr. President Tyler to Congress, in
which he accuses ¢ English brokers and capitalists” of participa-
tion in the slave trade, and the implied sanction given to the
charge by Sir Robert Peel, in his reply to Mr. Aldam’s question
on the apprenticeship mistake contained in the same message, in-
volve charges too grave and odious to be passively recorded 1n a
State paper and on the journals of the House of Commons,
against the honor of England and the character of her merchants,
without further. inquiry and explanation. Whether true or false,
‘the charges should be fairly made, and openly and fairly met.
"They are not such as we ought to be afraid to investigate and
_probe to the bottom: I, therefore, claim a place in your impartial
-and influential journal for a few observations on the subject. = Sir
Robert Peel has clearly shown that the apprenticeship charge was
founded in ignorance or falsehood; I undertake to show that the
-other charge which has been honored with the meed of his implied
approbation, is as unfounded and unjust as the one he contradicted.
But, in justice to Mr. President' Tyler and the right honorable .
baronet, a few preliminary observations are necessary in order to
show that their mistakes and ignorance on these subjects, egregious
and lamentable though they be, are not altogether without prece-
dent and’ example. ’ B o

We have spent £20,000,000 to abolish slavery, and £20,000,000
more to repress the slave trade; yet does no one nation under
heaven  give us credit for disinterested sincerity in this large ex-
penditure of money and philanthropy. Whether the calm verdict
of posterity will redress this injustice, time alone can show. How
far the late discussion on the sugar duties is calculated to remove
this prejudice, I shall not stop to inquire. The misrepresentations
of foreign elave trading and slave holding interests undoubtedly
have, their share in the propagation and maintenance of this scep-
ticism, - But do we not, lét me ask, tolerate at home a system of

ubli¢ delusion and peisonal calumny, to which: may be traced, if
not the origin, at least’ the strength of these misrepresentations?
It would occupy too much of your valuable space to give all the
affirmative proofs which might be adduced in answer to this ques-
tion; I sh’alf content myself with one. : =L
" About four or five years ago, when the failure of our anti-slave
trade efforts began to break in upon the public mind, some new
diversion was deemed to be necessary by those who had hitherto
guided the proceedings of the government in this matter. To hide
the discomfiture of their past policy, and yét to maintain their in-
“fluende’over ‘government, that failure had to be accounted for on
some other ground than the real one. A “cry’* ‘'was accordingly
got up against our manufacturers and merchants for making and
selling goods which it was alleged were afterwards used in ‘the
slave trade. This accusation was listened to. A person was. en-
gaged and ‘sent abroad, at the expense of government, to rakeup
proofs in"its support.” He, of course, knew his errand too' well to
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return home empty handed. He discovered what all the world
who ‘knew any thing of the matter knew before, that the a’g’e!;tts'__éf
the Spanish and Brazilian slave traders purchased goods manufac-
tured in,’and sent from, this country, with which {fo assort their
investments, in addition to tobacco, rum, sugar, and other articles
of their own produce, for purchasing slaves. But ke did not dis-
cover, or, if he did discover, he forgot to réport, that it was im-
possible for the British- merchant to prevent this without ‘ceasing
to trade with Brazil, Cuba, and the coast of Africa altogether ;
and thdt if even England did give up those trades, her abandon--
ment of them could not interrupt for one hour the supply of goods
to the slave trader, because foreigners would instantly furnish
him with the whole of what they already supplied a part. There
might be a momentary interruption to the supply of some gartipi_;—
lar pattern of cotton goods, but of no longer duration than the
pattern could travel to France or America, and return out again;
while in the interim the trade would be supplied with what most
nearly resembled it. ' .
Moreover, the reporter forgot to mention the important fact,
that it was to British merchants and to British irade the cause of
humanity and civilization owe nearly all that has yet been done
for the repression of the slave trade. British merchants and
British commerce have long since driven the trade from all those
places -on the coast of Africa, which were, forty years ago, the
reat marts of the traffic in human flesh when it was carried on by
England, viz: the Gambia, Rio Nunez, Sierra Leone, and the
Gold coast; and British trade and British merchants are rapidly
conferring the same blessing on Bissoa, Whydah, Bonny, and
several .other places, notwithstanding the calumnies which have
been got up in England to scare them from the good work. .. .
Well, the report alluded to was brought home, and in it several
merchants were insulted by name, as aiding and abetting the slave
trade by selling goods, through their agents and correspondents, to
g‘arties-,who might afterwards use them in the purchase of slayes.
he charges were grave and serious, and gravely and seriously they
were treated. The report was referred to a select committee "of
the House of Commons for investigation, composed of the. leading
men of the anti-slavery party. The reporter ‘himself was ex-
amined ik support of his bill of indictment; to what ‘purpdsé may
be inferred froin the fact that the committee so constituted, in théir
report, expressly disavow all belief 1. his statéments. “With the
exception of the reporter, not one of the many who had been in-
strumental in raising the dutcry ventured to ‘present himself for ex-
smination before the committee, and thus were “the calumniators
silenced for that time. 'Their charges were sifted by the committée
thoroughly; and were found to bé" uttérly deéstitute of truth; ‘the
merchants, against whom' they - were 'levelled; ‘were not only agh
quitted of:any connivance with the slave trade, but it was confessé,
that*hy introducifig legitimite commerce into, the haunts of th
‘glave tiade, they were employing one of ‘the sirest and most beng-
fitidl 'agents in the extirpation of that traffic. * Thus‘wasthe slander
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nipped in the bud at home, but only to be sown in other countries.
‘Foreigners, always ready to impugn our motives and misrepresent
our conduct on this great question, heard the calumnies, but would
not listen to the refutation. The charges were echoed back by the
slave trade party in France, and we now find them repeated from
America, on no less authority than the President of the United
-States. Mr. Tyler thus describes the transactions imputed to our
brokers and merchants: . '
¢ American vessels, with the knowledge, as there are good rea-
sons to believe, of the owners and masters, are chartered, or rather
Eurchased, by notorious slave dealers in Brazil, aided by English
rokers and capitalists, with this intent. The vessel is only nomi-
nally chartered at so much per month, while, in truth, it is actually
sold, to be delivered on the coast of Africa, the charter party bind-
ing the owners in the mean time to take on board, as passengers, a
new crew in Brazil, who, when delivered on the coast, are to navi-
ate her back to the ports of Brazil, with her cargo of slaves. .
¢ Under fhis agreement the vessel clears from the United States
for some port in Great Britain, where a cargo of merchdndise,
known as ¢ coast goods,’ and designed especially for the African
trade, is purchased,shipped, and consigned, together with the ves-
sel, either to the slave dealer himself, or to his agents or his accom-
plices in Brazil. On her arrival a crew is put on board as passen-
gers, and the vessel and cargo are consigned to an equally guilty
factor or agent on the coast of Africa, where the unlawful purpose,
originally designed, is finally consummated. The merchangdise is
exchanged for slaves, the vessel is delivered up, her name obliter-
ated, her papers destroyed, her American crew discharged, to be’
rovided for by the charterers, and the new or passenger crew put
1n command, to carry back its miserable freight to the first con-
trivers of the voyage, or their employers in Brazil.” -
- Now, sir, I will undertake to say that no such transaction, as Mr.
President Tyler here describes, ever once took place in the history
of the slave trade. I confidently and fearlessly pronounce this
statement to be as foul a misrepresentation as that contained in the
-same message respecting the apprenticeship system in the West
Indies. AndT say this, notwithstanding England’s prime minister,
in denying the latter falsehood, has gone out of his way to give a
vague sanction to the former untruth. I repeat it,.there is not a
syHable of truth in this charge. No such transaction ever took
place. - The slavers, it is well known, are nearly all built in the
United States, and sold to Spanish and Portuguese slave traders.
Not one of them was ever known to touch. the British shores, ex-
.Cept after capture by our cruizers. There can be no mistake in this
matter, because the ‘“slave clippers,” ag-they are. called, are of a
construction and appearance .so peculiar dnd striking, as to attract
marked attention wherever they are seen; and I call upon: any cusr
tom-house officer, or other person connected with shipping in Eng-
land, to say whether he ever saw one ‘of these vessels from .the
United States loading a cargo of goods in. this country for Cuba_or
Brazil, or anywhere else, previous.to her capture.and condemnation
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as a slaver. The story is, from first to last, a pure invention,ob-
viously. got up for the dishonest }i}utpose of falsely connecting Bri-
tish merchants and brokers with Brazilian and American subjects
in these transactions. oo S R

With respect to those vague allegations, of which Mr. Tyler
neither offers particulars nor proofs, itis impossible to grapple with
him; but with such proofs of the falsehood of his definite charges,
what must we think of his vague ones? It is possible there may be
Englishmen in Brazil and elsewhere, who have disgraced them-
selves and their country by slave trading. If so, let them be named,
exposed, and, if possible, punished; but let not whole bodies of
honorable men be subjected to the unmeriteglx.odium of a horrible
accusation on their account. The character o no African or Ame-
rican merchant can be safe, while calumny is so cafelessly. or ma-
liciously scattered abroad on such a subject. Let any man read
the evidence given before the committee already alluded to, in re-
ferenee to similar charges against the African merchants; and he
will see how easily rash or ignorant men may fall into. mistakes,
and how easily wicked men may invent lies, on this subject. It
was then proved; on the highest and best testimony, in answer
to such charges, that, so far from being true, they were.-the
very reverse of truth, and thatiby pushing legitimate trade into
the very haunts ‘of.the slave trader, we take the most effectual
means of putting down the slave trade, by planting legitimate trade
in its place among the natives. If, however, you differ with those
witnesses, and the report of the committee, then proscribe “your
trade with Africa; put down our manufacturers, put down cur trade
with Brazil and Cuba, but do not continue and encourage those
branches of commerce, and at the same time caluminate those who
carry them on. And now comes the point in reference to Sir Ro-
bert Peel, to which I wish particularly to direct your attention. .

I have shown, and I challege contradiction on the subject, that
Mr. Tyler’s charge against British manufacturers and ‘merchants is
untrue; Sir Robert Peel has endorsed the falsehood in his place in
parliament; but why did not the right honorable baronet follow
the good advice he gives Mr. Tyler, in reference to the apprentice-
ship calumny, and inquire into the truth of the charge  before he
sanctioned it? The West India interests, and his new friends of
the anti-slavery society, ought not surely to have monopolized .all
hie inquiries. I fear the right honorable baronet takes his inspira-
tion on these matters from an impure source, as he will probably
by and by discover. - S T

And who are they whose calumnies against our merchants and
manufacturers are thus re-echoed in the House of Commons? Who
is Mr.: Wise, the authority on whom Mr. Tyler professes to rely
for. the truth of  his charges? . Mr. Wise is, I believe, one of:the
most reckless and-unscrupulous -advocates: of slavery even .in:.the
United. States,.and, like Mr. Tyler, himself .2 large slave holder.
He is. known to. have,publicly declared that. he: .would: uphold
slaver

{ with the last drop of: his;blood;.and. it.is on the authority
of such:men.a9 these, and in.reference to .a:.message drawn.up.vy
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‘Mr. Cdlhoun, the author of the letter to Mr. King, and ‘for a kin-
dréd purpose, that Sir R. Peel stands up in his place in parliament
-and lends a vague sanction to such abominable accusations dgainst
his countrymen! If he believes in these charges, why not produce
his proofs? Why delay one hour in instituting a searching inquiry
into their truth, ir order that the guilty parties, if any such there be,
may be exposed, and, if possible, punished? Can any thing be
more cruel and unjust than to deal in such indiscriminate ctharges
and not attempt their substantiation? If he have proofs, let him
produce them; if he have none, why insinuate a charge on the au-
thority of such a man as Mr. Wise? ° _
* I.know not -what.§ir Robert Peel’s experience may be in such
matters, but I can s@fely say that in nearly forty years’ experience
of my own, I have never either known or heard of ‘any English
merchant or manufacturer being directly, or even indirectly, con-
cerned in the slave trade, nor have I ever met with any candid man,
informed on the subject, who believed in any thing of the kind.
So.far from deserving to be the objects of calumny and suspicion,
I consider my countrymen entitled.to the highest credit for their up-
right and faithful observance of the laws against the slave trade,
whatever Mr. Wise may say or invent to the contrary. I

There is a gentleman recently arrived in this country, who has
‘occupied an important public post on the coast of Africa with ‘dis-
tinguished ability and .great advantage to the cause of humanity
and civilization for upwards of 14 years, who has been, during the
whole. of that period,.in constant communication with -our navil
officers, and other persons the most cognizant of what has been
going :on there of late years, and who probably knows more on the
subject of the slave-trade than any man living. Why does not Sir
Robert Peel seek information from such sources before he ventures
to reiterate the calumnies of Mr. President Tyler in the British
House of Commons? If the right honorable baronet ‘is so hard
pressed for an apology for his conduct on the sugar duties, I beseech
him to betake himself to some more worthy means of self-jus-
tification than a ¢ry against his countrymen for slave ‘tradingon the
authority of Messrs. Tyler and Wige. :

-+ - I am,sir, your obedient servant, ; .o S
A Bririsu MErcrANT. -

Mr. Wise to Mr. Hamilton.

‘:'Ls-éuxo;w_' or 'r_né jUN'.x-'rm) Siu_i;xt‘.ns,‘z' cn
/81n: Attached to a'commission to take depositions; directéd by 'a
United States court to the United States consulate; at Rio'de Jan:
eiro,‘in the:case of the' Porpoise,and now in the office of ‘the con-
sul,iis:the charter party of that'vessel, which'actually brought' twd
slaves/into this'port, and which'was the ténder of'the sluver Kép=
tueky, in the Aend:writing of Weetman. Mr. Heslketh:'dai" Have
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access to it at any time before it is returned to the United States,
as it must be soon, and Mr. Rainsford, the clerk of Mr, Parks, and
others; if called on, can prove it to be in the handwriting of Weet-
man. It was made with Fonseca. - Will you please say, in dnswer
to this, whether a bounty is, paid, under the British law, on the
tonnage of the vessel as well as on the slaves, in cases where the
prize is captured with slaves on board? A tonnage bounty is paid,
I know, where the prize is captured without slaves. ’
Most truly and respectfully, &c., : ' -
' \ H. A. WISE.

His Excellency Hamivroy Haminron, &c.

B

. , >
Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Wise.

Britisu LecarioN, May 13, 1846.

- Sir: When I had the honor yesterday, to receive your letter of
the 11th instant, I was not perfectly certain upon the point respect-
ing which it requested information. Since then I have ascertained
that a tonnage bounty is paid, under British law, upon-all vessels
condemned for trading in" slaves, whether captured with slaves .on
board, or without slaves; but at a different rate, in the former case
£1 10s. per ton; in the latter, of £4 per ton. A
I have to thank you: excellency for the information your letter -
supplies respecting the charter party of the Porpoise; and I shall
forthwith instruct Mr. Heskéth on the subject. S

o I have, &c., -
' : HAMILTON HAMILTON. -
His Excellency H. A. Wisg, &c., : v



